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** It is eminently original, and every one of its sixty-three short allegories 
b a story that the dullest child McUl resui and the intelligent child vriU under- 
stand and enjoy. Grave thought, kindly raillery, biting sarcasm, grim 
humour, sincere indignation, wise counsel, a broad charity, and other cha- 
racteristics, run through the allegories, many of which are highly poetical 
and good models of that style of composition." — Edinburgh Caurant 

** Mr. Heygate's volume contains about sixty short tales or allegories, all 
rife with good teaching, pkdnly set forth, and written in a very engaging and 
attractive style. As a present ror children this book would be at once accept- 
able and beneficial. It can be highly commended." — Church Herald. 

"There are both grace and precision about these 'Allegories and Tales' 
which make them charming to read either for young or for old. The stories 
are some of them quaint, some of them picturesque, all of them pleasant ; 
and the moral they inclose shines out son and clear as through a crystal. 
This is a book that may be recommended for a present, not only for young 
people, but for those of larger growth." — Athetutum, 

** The Rector of Brighstone has the ^t of writing moral and spiritual 
lessons for the young in the most attractive fashion. Hb 'AUegones and 
Tales ' are excellent specimens of stories, with a moral, in which the moral 
is not obtrusive, and yet b not lost." — English Independent. 

" A book of very great beauty and power. Mr. Heygate b a thoughtful, 
earnest, and able wnter, on whom more than any one is fallen in a striking 
manner the mantle of the great author of 'Agatnos.' " — John BulL 
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THOUGHTS ON MEDITATION 



T HAVE been asked to reprint these Meditations, 
and to say something on the subject of Meditation 
itself as a religious exercise. If I am to do the first 
of these things, I can accomplish it with less reluct- 
ance by performing the second ; for I should be very 
sorry indeed if the following pages should be considered 
complete and satisfactory meditations by any one; 
not merely because of their great imperfections, but 
because no meditations seem to me so good as a 
man's own. When we are weary or agitated, we read 
without thinking ; and even if we can keep our atten- 
tion, following the thoughts of another does not 
exercise and strengthen the spiritual mind so well as 
our own meditations may do. If a man studies God's 
word and good books sufficiently to inform his mind, 
and to keep his devotions within the limits of the 
Catholic faith, I believe he will, by God's grace, 
meditate better for himself, than by adopting the 
thoughts of another, however good they may be. 



VI THOUGHTS ON MEDITATION. 

Sometimes we meditate, as it were, by chance, 
being carried away by some blessed truth which has 
been casually suggested to us, and sometimes for the 
sake of our sermons. It is neither of these forms of 
meditation for which I now plead ; but, on the one 
hand, for a deliberate action, and on the other, for a 
devotional one. In the meditation of which I speak, 
we are, as it were, looking to God, and listening to 
Him, thinking what such and such a truth has in it, 
for the truth's sake or for God's sake; what these 
divine words mean, or what l^is divine action; and 
when we draw a practical conclusion, and in order to 
be real and sincere, resolve to be or to do that which 
our meditation suggests, this is a wholly personal 
matter. We are learning, not teaching. We think 
not of our neighbour's duty to God or to man, but of 
our own. 

Foot such meditation may surely be claimed the 
sanction of such passages as these : 

"In His law doth he meditate day and night"* 

" O how love I Thy law 1 it is my meditation all 
the day."2 

" Mine eyes prevent the night watches,.that I might 
meditate in Thy word."* 

" I meditate on all Thy works ; I muse on the work 
of Thy hands."* 

1 Psalm i 2. ^ Psalm cxix. 97. 

> Psalm cxiz. Z48. ^ Psalm cxliii. 5. 
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"Maiy kept all these things, and pondered them 
in her heart"* 

In this holy occupation we seem with Mary to sit 
at the feet of Jesus, unconscious of all around, and 
hear His word ; we ascend, as it were, with the happy 
three, behold the Lord in glory, and feel that it is 
good for us to be there for a time, although we must 
soon descend to work for Him in a troubled world 
before we can for ever see Him as He is, for ever 
learn fix>m the Eternal Word and Wisdom. 

It cannot be a lasting occupation ; but it may be 
all the more needful, because we can have so little of 
it It may help us to control our minds, and obtain 
a power of sustained thinking and elevated thought 
It calms our excitement; is a flying away from self 
and from the world ; a flying to God ; a practice of 
His Presence, and preparation for it; as surely it 
was with the peasant of whom the Cur^ d'Ars asked 
what he said in his heart when he knelt silendy in 
church, whilst his tools lay at the door, and who 
replied — 

" Je l*avise^ et il m'avise." 

In ofiering some suggestions as to the method of 
meditation, I beg that they may not be regarded as 
rules, so as to become a burden to the conscience. 
They are simply suggestions intended as helps^ and 

' Luke u. 19. 
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no more. Men's minds are so different, and their 
opportunities for quiet thought are so various, that 
each person can best find out for himself what he can 
do, and how he can do it most profitably. One 
person can do no more than take a subject, whilst 
dressing in the morning, and think it over then, and 
again perhaps during the day. Another can give a 
few minutes before or after his prayers daily. Another 
can devote ten, twenty, thirty minutes to a meditation 
once or twice or thrice a week. Many, who have 
leisure indeed for this, are yet unable to sustain so 
long an exertion of thought Practice will indeed 
make the exercise easier and easier, so that a man 
who can scarcely meditate for two minutes at first is 
able to do so for a considerable time by use; for 
mind as well as body grows stronger by exercise. 
Failure therefore at first should never discourage, nor 
be accounted as a sin. Let a man do what he can 
with a good heart, and without fear. He will pro- 
bably do much better soon ; but, if not, he has not 
sinned. Let him acknowledge his weakness as a help 
to humility, but lose nothing of that peace of mind 
which is the heritage of them that love God, and are 
trying to please Him. If He gives them not a bless- 
ing in one way, He assuredly will in another. Each 
Christian has his own proper gift, and if he does not 
know what it is, all the better for lowliness. Let these 
suggestions then be looked on as suggestions only, 
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not rules ; and let every one who reads take them or 
leave them, as seemeth him best. 

1. " The object of meditation is to know God, and 
love Him more perfectly ; to acquire to this end firm 
faith, a serious conviction of the supreme importance 
of holiness, sincere conviction of sin, weakness, and 
unworthiness ; continual recollection of God, of our 
own awesome position in God's creation, and of the 
four last things; the habit of recoUectedness, living 
in God's presence and offering all our work to Him ; 
a will strong and eager for a higher life fortified by 
holy thoughts and affections." 

2. The subjects of meditation may be any history, 
parable, miracle, verse or verses of Holy Scripture. 
The sermon on the mount furnishes admirable sub- 
jects for those who are beginning to meditate. The 
Creed, article by article, and to a great extent word 
by word, supplies a regular course of meditation. 
Each one of these words is a subject : I believe — In 
God — The Father Almighty — Maker of Heaven and 
Earth, and so forth. The Lord's Prayer can be taken 
clause by clause. The four great subjects are gene- 
rally acknowledged as topics of meditation — Death, 
Judgment, Hell, Heaven; but no subject will be 
dearer to the Christian, nor more profitable, than the 
Life, and Passion, and Death of the Blessed Jesus. 
The mention of this subject suggests how the course 
of the Church's year directs us in this matter \ axvd 
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we shall act very unwisely, if not presumptuously, if 
we do not close our meditations on the Passion with 
the Church, and pass with her to Easter thoughts, to 
those of the Forty Days, of Ascension, and Whit- 
suntide. The like observation may be made as to 
Advent, and Holy Days generally, all through the 
year. We must not isolate ourselves, and follow our 
individual fancies. I do not think I strain the words 
of the Imitatio^ when I take them away from their 
own proper argument; for the principle which they 
contain is far-reaching. Cavendum ne piger sis ad 
communia, et ad singularia promptior. 

3. If we are only taking a text or subject, as we 
dress or walk, or in the still watches of the night, 
we can then ask God by an ejaculation to bless our 
meditation to His glory and our good ; but if we are 
able to use a more full and formal method, then we 
may well kneel down, and try to feel that we are in 
God's Presence, forgetting everything but Him, and 
so pray Him to guide and bless our weak efforts. 

4. If we are about to meditate on anything which 
Christ did or said, it would mightily help us to picture 
to ourselves the scene of His teaching or acting ; the 
circumstances and surroundings ; and so as it were 
watch Him as He opens His gracious lips to speak, 
or raises His Blessed Hands to heal. 

5. If any difficulty occurs to us as to what this 
word or that means, or indeed any difficulty at all. 
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let US leave it We can put it by for the time, in- 
tending to clear it up afterwards, if we are able ; but 
meantime we should forget it ; for we are not study- 
ing the Bible, but hearing God speak to us in His 
Bible, when we medkate. 

6. If our thoughts wander away from the subject 
to another holy subject, we need not be troubled. 
If they wander to a worldly subject, let us recall 
them ; but if not, we may be satisfied. Perhaps die 
second thought is a new treasure for us, and one par- 
ticularly suited to us. 

7. So if our meditation passes into prayer, all 
the better. Nothing can be more natiualj nothing 
more beneficial. Is it not so in the Psalms and the 
Prophets? What is prayer but the desire of the soul? 
How can meditation upon God fail of making us 
desire Him ? As the poor penitent wept over Chrisf s 
Feet, dried them with her hair, and kissed them, and 
all these acts were one penitence, and one love } so the 
soul fixed upon Christ sees, loves, seeks, finds; sees 
again, and again loves and seeks. It is all one. All is 
well Only may it be so with us. Only may these words 
not be unreal in our case, and as to our meditations. 

8. We may well thank God, when our meditation is 
over, for the rich banquet of His truth, and gather 
up the fragments, that nothing be lost ; collecting tiie 
good thoughts which He has given us, and storing 
them in our hearts. 
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9. Out of these we should do well to choose one 
for immediate use, trying to put it in practice, and 
recalling it from time to time during the day for that 
purpose. 

I conclude by repeating that the meditations in 
this little book are in no sort to be considered as 
models, but rather as suggestions, that if any one to 
whom the Chief Shepherd has committed the charge 
of the sheep which He purchased with His own blood 
will carefully consider the pastoral words and actions 
of the Good Shepherd, and try to make them his 
guide, so far as circumstances permit, he will find in 
them an inexhaustible treasure of wisdom and good- 
ness; he will be so much purified, instructed, en- 
lightened, strengthened, softened, fired with celestial 
love of God and of man, that He will in his measure, 
and that a growing one, win hearts and keep them 
for Christ; Who will manifestly speak by him, and 
shine through him in that degree in which he thus 
tries to speak and act in Him as He spoke and 
acted. 

May our good Lord grant us, of His infinite mercy, 
to make this our aim, and to attain it, at least in 
a measure, and progressively, so long as we live, 
until He who has been our Good Shepherd in life 
calls us to follow Him through the valley of the 
shadow of death, strengthening us with His rod and 
His stafi" in the hour of death. 
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ft« Semarli lie Con^flierattone* 

Et primum quidem, ipsum fontem suum, id est 
mentem, de qui oritur purificat consideratio ; deinde, 
regit affectus, dirigit actus, corrigit excessus, componit 
mores, vitam honestat, et ordinat; postremo divi- 
narum pariter et humanarum rerum scientiam confert 

Hsec est quae confusa disterminat, hiantia cogit, 
sparsa coUigit, secreta rimatur, vera vestigat, verisimilia 
examinat, ficta et fiicata explorat ; haec est quae agenda 
prseordinat, acta recogitat, ut nihil in menti resideat 
aut^ incoirectum aut correctione egens ; haec est quae 
in prosperis adversa praesentit, in adversis quasi non 
sentit, quorum alterum fortitudinis alterum prudentiae 
est — Lib. L cap. viL 

A te tua consideratio inchoet, ne frustra extendaris 
in alia te n^lecto. Quid tibi prodest si universum 
mundum lucreris te unum perdens ? Etsi sapiens sis, 
deest tibi ad sapientiam, si tibi non fueris. Quantum 
vero? Ut quidem senserim ego, totum. Noveris 
licet omnia mysteria, noveris lata terras, alta caeli, pro- 
funda maris ; si te nescieris eris similis edificanti sine 
fimdamento, ruinam, non structuram faciens: quid- 
quid exstruxeris extra te : erit instar congesti pulveris, 
ventis obnoxium. Non ergo sapiens qui sibi non est 
Sapiens sibi sapiens erit, et bibet de fonte putei sui 
primus ipsL 

^ AL incorreptum aut correptum. 
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A te proinde incipiat tua consideratio non solum 
autem, sed et in te finiatur. . Quocumque evagetur, 
ad te revocaveris earn cum salutis fructu. 

Tu primus tibi, tu ultimus sume exemplum de 
summo omnium Patre Verbum Suum et^ emittente, et 
retinente. Verbum tuum, consideratio tua; quae si 
procedit, non recedat^ sic progrediatur ut non egre- 
diatur; sic exeat ut non deserat. In acquisitione 
salutis nemo ^bi germanior unico matris tuae. Contra 
salutem propriam cogites nihil. Minus dixi contra, 
praeter dixisse debueram. Quidquid se consideration! 
ofiferat, quod non quoquo modo ad tuam ipsius 
salutem pertineat, respuendunu — Lib. iL cap. iiL 

^ AI. ex se emittente. 



DEVOTIONS 

PREPARATORY TO ORDINATION 



O 



UR Father, etc. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord have mercy on us. 

Verse, 

Woe is me ! for I am undone ; because I am a man 
of unclean lips. 

Confession, 

I am ashamed, and blush, O my God, to lift up 
my face to Thee; for my iniquities are increased 
over my head, and my trespasses grown up unto the 
heavens. Since the days of youth have I been in a 
great trespass unto this day. I cannot stand before 
Thee because of this. 

My sins are more in number than the sands of the 
sea. Jesu, Master, have mercy on me. Jesu, Son 
of David, Son of David, O remember not our old 
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sins, but have mercy on us, and that soon; for we 
are come to great misery ! Help us, O God of our 
salvation, for the glory of Thy Name. O deliver us, 
and be merciful unto our sins, for Thy Name's sake.^ 

Prayer for Pardon, 

O Lord, we beseech Thee, absolve Thy people 
from their offences ; that through Thy bountiful 
goodness we may all be delivered from the bands of 
those sins, which by oiu: frailty we have committed : 
Grant this, O Heavenly Father, for Jesus Christ's 
sake, Our Blessed Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

Psalms XV. xix., or Ixxxiv. xci., or a portion of cxix. 

Lesson. 

Matt V. 1-17, or vii. 1-12, or Exod. iiL 1-14, or 
Isa. IxL 1-6, or Ezek. ii 

Collects. 

Almighty and everlasting God, who resisteth the 
proud, and givest grace to the humble, grant, we 
beseech Thee, that we may not exalt ourselves and 
provoke Thine indignation, but bow down, and re- 
ceive the gifts of Thy mercy ; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

We beseech Thee, O Lord, in Thy compassion to 
increase Thy faith in us ; because Thou wilt not deny 
the aid of Thy loving-kindness to those on whom 

^ The prayers are taken from 6p. Andrewes, Abp. Laud, 
Bp. Cosin, Bright's AnHent Collects, and the Prayer Book, J. 
Taylor, etc. 
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Thou bestowest a steadfast belief in Thee ; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Give unto me, O Lord, I humbly beseech Thee, a 
wise, a sober, a patient, an understanding, a devout, 
a religious, a courageous heart ; chaste and temperate 
reins and thought ; a soul full of devotion to do Thee 
service, strength against all temptations, especially 

my besetting temptations of through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Domine, ne sit mihi inutilis pugna verborum, 
sed incunctantis fidei constans professio. Conserva, 
oro, in me fidei incontaminatam religionem. £t usque 
ad excessum spiritus mei, hanc conscientiai meae vocem 
dona mihi : ut quod in regenerationis meae symbolo 
baptizatus in Patre et Filio et Spiritu Sancto professus 
sim, semper obtineam. Ut Te habeam Patrem; et 
una Tecum Filium Tuum adorem, et Spiritum Sanc- 
tum Tuum promerear, per Jesum Christum Dominum 
nostrum. Amen. 

O Lord, I beseech Thee, make me remember how 
much more than other men I have need to call on 
Thee. My charge is great, and my strength little ; O 
give me grace to come often before Thee, and to ask 
that help, which Thou art readier to give than I to 
ask, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Lord, increase in me faith and devotion; re- 
plenish my heart with all goodness, and by Thy great 
mercy keep me in the same. Give me godly zeal in 
prayer, true humility in prosperity, perfect patience in 
adversity, and continual joy in the Holy Ghost ; for 
Jesus Christ's sake, my only Lord and Saviour. Amen. 

b 
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O Lord, Who makest Thine angels spirits and Thy 
ministers a flame of fire, and Who art of purer eyes 
than to behold iniquity: have pity, we pray Thee, 
upon us, and upon all who at this time desire to serve 
Thee in the estate of Holy Orders ; forgive us all our 
past transgressions for the sake of Thy dear Son 
Jesus Christ ; and give us strength so to conquer our 
temptations and to render Thee true and laudable 
service, that at the last we may be numbered among 
the company of faithful priests in Thine Everlasting 
Kingdom ; for the sake of the same Thy Son Jesus 
Christ, Who liveth and reigneth with Thee and the 
Holy Ghost, ever One God, world without end. 
Amen. 

O God, Who art greatly to be feared in the council 
of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them 
that are round about Thee, and Who by Thy prophet 
hast bidden them be clean that bear the vessels of 
Thy Sanctuary ; touch our hearts, we pray Thee, with 
a deep sense of Thy Majestic Holiness, and of our 
own exceeding unworthiness and vileness; that we may 
fear to bring to Thee the offering of impure bodies or 
polluted souls, but that, turning to Thee with our 
whole strength, we may be pardoned and cleansed 
through the Blood of Thy Son, Who liveth and 
reigneth with Thee and the Holy Ghost, ever One 
God, world without end. Amen. 

For one seeking to be made a Deacon, 

O Lord our God, Who by Thine own presence 
dost shed the abundance of Thy Holy Spirit on those 



PREPARATORY TO ORDINATION. Xix 

who are set apart by Thy inscrutable power, to be- 
come ministers, and to serve Thy spotless mysteries ; 
keep Thy servant who humbly desires to be promoted 
to the office of a Deacon, that he may hold the mys- 
tery of the faith in a pure conscience, with all virtue ; 
vouchsafe him the grace given to Thy first Martyr 
Stephen, who was first called by Thee to the work of 
this ministry ; and enable him to administer accord- 
ing to Thy good pleasure the degree assigned to him 
by Thy goodness; and fill him, by the presence of 
Thy Holy and life-giving Spirit, with all faith, and 
love, and power, and sanctification. For Thou art 
our God, and to Thee we render glory. Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit, now and ever, and unto ages of ages. 
Amen. 

For one seeking to be made a Priest, 

O God, great in power, unsearchable in under- 
standing, wondrous in counsels towards the children 
of men, do Thou fill with the gift of Thy Holy Spirit 
him who humbly desires the holy office of the Priest- 
hood; that he may be worthy to stand before Thy 
holy Altar unblameably, to announce the Gospel of 
Thy Kingdom, to administer the word of Thy truth, 
to offer gifts and spiritual sacrifices unto Thee, and 
to renew Thy people in the laver of Regeneration ; 
that at the second coming of our Great God and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, Thine Only-begotten Son, we 
may go forth to meet Him, and by the multitude of 
Thy mercies receive his reward; for Thy venerable 
and majestic Name is blessed and glorified* ^iss^eci.. 
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Almighty God our Heavenly Father, Who hast 
given Thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, not only 
to die for us, but also to be our Spiritual food and 
sustenance in the Holy Sacrament of His Body and 
Blood; grant, we beseech Thee, that they who are 
admitted to celebrate these Divine Mysteries, may 
be mindful of the most Holy Presence in which they 
stand, and may ever draw nigh with clean hands and 
pure hearts, with bodies undefiled and minds sanc- 
tified, to Thy honour and glory; through the same 
Jesus Christ our Lord, Who liveth and reigneth with 
the Father and the Holy Ghost, One God, world 
without, end. Amen. 

O Merciful God, Who by Thy Blessed Son, hast 
taught us that except a man be born of water and 
of the Spirit he cannot enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven; vouchsafe, we pray Thee, to us and to all 
who shall minister in Thy Church such true and 
tender love for souls, that we Thy servants may 
bring all infants in this Christian land to the blessed 
laver of Baptism, and may minister that Sacrament 
of Life with due and carefiil regard to Thy command- 
ment and promise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

May the peace of God rule in my heart always. 
Amen. 
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9[t il3oon, or at Ci^ree* 

UR Father, etc. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord have mercy on us. 

Verse. 

Lo, this hath touched thy lips ; and thine iniquity 
is taken away, and thy sin purged. 

Confession. 

To Thee, O Lord, I confess, because, if I would, 
I cannot conceal : to Thee my many, my very many 
sins. I profess also to grieve, as Thou knowest 
But I need more grief: I plainly need it I am far 
from that which I ought to have. I can sin much ; 
I cannot repent much. My dryness! my dryness! 
Woe unto me ! I cannot much ; I would much. 
Trusting in Thy mercy, I stand afar off; and lowlily 
and most humbly striking my breast, say and repeat 
again and again, God have mercy on me a sinner, on 
me the chief of sinners, O Thou to whom prayer can 
never be made without a hope of pardon. 

O my Saviour Christ, Christ my Saviour ! who will 
grant that I may rather die than again offend Thee ? 
Christ my Saviour. O my Saviovir I Axcl^tl* 
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Prayer for Pardon, 

O Ix)rd, we beseech Thee, mercifully hear our 
prayers, and spare all those who confess their sins 
unto Thee ; that they whose consciences by sin are 
accused, by Thy merciful pardon may be absolved \ 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Psalms xxvii. xxxiv., or Ixxxiv. xcL, or part of cxix. 

Lesson. 

Matt vii. 21-29, ^^ Luke ix. 57-62, or Isa. vi, or 
Ezek. iiL 17-27, or xxxiv., or Matt vL 19-34. 

CoUeds, 

Grant us, O Lord, not to mind earthly things, but 
to love things heavenly ; and even now, while we are 
placed among things that are passing away, to cleave 
to those that shall abide; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

O God, Who art Peace everlasting. Whose chosen 
reward is the gift of peace, and who hast taught us 
that the peacemakers are Thy children, pour Thy 
sweet peace into our souls, that everything discordant 
may utterly vanish, and all that makes for peace be 
sweet to us for ever. Amen. 

O Lord Jesu, Who didst die for all, that they who 
live should not henceforth live unto themselves but 
unto Thee ; conform us, we pray Thee, to Thy like- 
ness, that being dead unto the world we may live 
wholly unto Thee, and may show forth the power of 
Thy Death in our newness of life, and in our victory 
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over the enemies of our salvation, through Thy In- 
finite merits; Who with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost livest and reignest, ever One God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

Collect for Purity : Whitsunday, S. Matthias' Day, 
S. Mark's Day, S. Philip and S. James' Day, S. 
Barnabas' Day; also for the Day of S. John 
Baptist, S. Peter, and S. James. 

Prayer (v.s,) far one seeking to be made Deacon or 

Priest 

May the peace of God rule in my heart always. 
Amen. 
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Cbening draper. 

/'■^UR Father, etc. 

Lord, have mercy on us. 

Christ, have mercy on us. 
Lord, have mercy on us. 

Verse, 

I heard the voice of the Lord, saying, Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us ? Then said I, Here 
am I ; send me. 

Confession, 

O Lord, I have another heap of sins to be un- 
loaded. My secret sins, O Lord, are innumerable; • 
sins I noted not, sins that I willingly neglected, sins 
that I have acted upon wilful ignorance and voluntary 
mispersuasion, sins which I have forgot, and sins 
which a diligent and a watchful spirit might have 
prevented, but I would not Lord, I am confounded 
with the multitude of them, though I consider them 
without their aggravating circumstances ; but, with 
these, they are an instance of amazement, infinite in 
degrees, and insufferable in their load. 

And yet Thou hast spared me all this while, and 
hast not thrown me into Hell. 

Miserable man that I am ! who shall deliver me 
from this body of sin ? 

Thou shalt answer for me, O Lord my God. Thou 
that prayest for me shalt be my Judge. 
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Prayer for Amendment. 

Thou hast prepared for me a more healthful sorrow : 
O deny not Thy servant when he begs sorrow of 
Thee. Give me a deep contrition for my sins, a hearty 
detestation and loathing of them, hating them worse 
than death with torments. Give me grace entirely, 
presently, and for ever to forsake them ; to walk with 
care and prudence, with fear and watchfulness all my 
days ; to do all my duty with diligence and charity, 
with zeal and a never-fainting spirit; to redeem the 
time, to trust upon Thy mercies, to make use of all 
the instruments of grace, to work out my salvation 
with fear and trembling : that Thou mayest have the 
glory of pardoning all my sins, and I may reap the 
fruit of dl Thy mercies and all Thy graces, of Thy 
patience and long-suflfering, even to live a holy life 
here, and to reign with Thee for ever, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

For Pardon and Peace, 

Grant, we beseech Thee, merciful Lord, to Thy 
faithful people pardon and peace, that they may be 
cleansed from all their sins, and serve Thee with a 
quiet mind ; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Psalfiis. 

Psalms xxiii. Ixiii., or cxxxi. cxxxix., or part of 

cxix. 

Lesson, 

John XV. 12-20, or xviL 11-26, or Ezek. xxxiv., or 
Matt xix. 27-30, or xx. 20-28, or xxv. 

h 2 
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Collects. 

O Lord Jesus Christ, the Eternal Son of the Eternal 
Father, who at the time of Thy glorious Ascension 
didst command Thine Apostles to tarry in Jerusalem, 
until they were endued with power from on high; 
and when, in obedience to this Thy commandment, 
they had there continued with one accord in prayer 
and supplication, didst, according to Thy promise, 
send down upon them the Holy Ghost the Com- 
forter; Grant, we beseech Thee, that we Thy most 
humble servants, abiding in the unity of Thy Holy 
Catholic Church, the Mother of us all, and con- 
tinually serving Thee as Thou hast commanded, may 
be evermore replenished with the heavenly grace of 
the Holy Ghost, through Thy precious merits and 
most powerful intercession, who livest and reignest 
with the Father in the unity of the same Spirit, ever 
world without end. Amen. 

O Lord God, the Giver of all true light, intellectual 
and spiritual, be present I humbly beseech Thee with 
Thy servant, who now implores Thy Blessing. In- 
crease my interest in all the mysteries of Thy holy 
religion. Give me always to approach them with the 
deepest humility, veneration, and love. Grant me 
wisdom to apply them to ray own heart and life, and 
to the hearts and lives of those whom Thou shalt 
commit to my care. Take away all self-consciousness 
and regard for the opinion of men. Enable me to 
bear all the infirmities of others, remembering always 
my own. 
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Make me wise, diligent, tender, sympathising, firm 
in ministering to the souls of Thy people ; and make 
me to take an awful heed to myself, "lest, that when 
I have preached to others, I myself become a cast 
away." Hear me, O Lord, for the sake of Thy dear 
Son, only Good Shepherd, and Saviour, Jesus Christ 
our Lord Amen. 

O Domine misericors, qui tanta mihi beneficia con- 
cessisti, des insuper mihi cum omni humilitate fidem 
rectam tenere, charitatem integram cum omnibus 
hominibus conservare, mundo corde et casto corpore 
Tibi Domino meo servire, usque ad finem vitse serio 
laborem, ut post labores desiderabilem illam vocem 
audire possim ; Euge serve bone, intra in gaudium 
Domini Tui. Amen. 

Collect for the Day of S. Matthew, S. Simon, and 
S. Jude, and All Saints. 



Prayer (v,s,) for one seeking to be made Deacon or 

Priest, 

O Everlasting God, Who art ever adored by the 
Holy Angels, yet dost choose men to be the Stewards 
of Thy mysteries j bless, we beseech Thee, the work 
of those who minister before Thee on earth ; that 
they who cannot do any good without Thee may by 
Thee be won to purity and love, and illuminated with 
a true knowledge of Thy Word and Sacraments ; and 
so, being made able Ministers of the New Testament, 
may advance Thy glory, and the salvation of Thy 
elect servants; tlirough Jesus Christ our Lord. Amew 
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O Merciful Jesus, Who, when Thou tookest upon 
Thee to deliver man, didst not abhor the Virgin's 
womb; vouchsafe evermore to dwell in the hearts 
of us Thy servants; inspire us with Thy purity; 
strengthen us with Thy might; make us perfect in 
Thy ways; guide us into Thy truth; and unite us 
to Thyself and to Thy whole Church by Thy Holy 
Mysteries ; that we may conquer every adverse power, 
and may be wholly devoted to Thy service, and con- 
formed to Thy Will ; to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

Grant us, we beseech Thee, Almighty God, so to 
be clothed with righteousness, that we may worthily 
rejoice in the joy of Thy saints ; that being cleansed 
from all stains of sins, we may attain to the fellowship 
of Thy Priests, who please Thee, and may be loosed 
by Thy mercy from all evil, though we have been 
weighed down by the guilt of our consciences ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

O Thou Good Shepherd, Who didst lay down Thy 
Life for Thy Sheep, and Who dost ever nourish them 
with the spiritual food of Thy most precious Body 
and Blood; we pray Thee to quicken with Thy 
Divine Charity the hearts of those whom Thou wilt 
choose to be Pastors of Thy flock, that they may 
resolve gladly to spend whatsoever Thou hast given 
them, in ministering to the salvation of Thine elect 
servants, and to Thine own eternal praise and glory, 
Who with the Father and the Holy Ghost, livest and 
reignest, ever One God, world without end. Amen. 

O God, Who makest Thine Angels Spirits, and 
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Thy ministers a flame of fire ; vouchsafe, we beseech 
Thee, to stir up and confirm the sacred Grace of 
Orders in all Stewards of Thy Mysteries; that, as 
ministering spirits, they may gather out of Thy King- 
dom all things that offend, and may kindle in the 
hearts of all that Fire which Thou camest to send 
upon the earth, Who with the Father and the Holy 
Ghost, livest and reignest, ever One God, world with- 
out end. Amen. 

May the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, keep my heart and soul in Christ Jesus. 
Amen. 

Appropriate Hymns from the Christian Year, 

Second Sunday in Advent. 

Fifth after Trinity. 

S. Matthias' Day. 

S. John Baptist's Day. 

Ordination. 
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MEDITATION I. 
(Barip litt. 

f * And it came to pass, that after three days they found Him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions. And all that heard Him were 
astonished at His understanding and answers. And when 
they saw Him, they were amazed : and His mother said unto 
Him, Son, why hast Thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy 
father and I have sought Thee sorrowing. And He said unto 
them, How is it that ye sought me ? wist ye not that I must be 
about My Father's business ? . . . And He went down with 
them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them : but 
His mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus 
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and 
man." — LuJkiii, 46-49; 51, 52. 

TTERE might I have learned all that can make 
"'' "*• youth good in itself; and good as a prepara- 
tion for the future; docility to teachers; obedience 
to parents ; patient improvement ; blamelessness to- 
ward man, and also toward God. And how was 
this example set ? Oh mystery of love, and marvel 
of humility! The Word and Wisdom of God re- 
ceives instruction. The Creator is obedient to man. 
The All-Perfect, the Unchangeable, advances in 
wisdom as touching the manhood in which He is 

B 
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found. ^ Thus I was instructed, that I might teach ; 
to obey, that I might rule; patiently to prepare 
and improve myself; to refer all my actions to 
God; to yield myself to His enlightening and 
strengthening grace, as a clean vessel set under the 
heavenly fountain. 

Nemo secure apparet, nisi qui libenter latet. 
Nemo secure loquitur, nisi qui libenter tacet. 
Nemo secure praeest, nisi qui libenter subest. 
Nemo secure prsecipit, nisi qui bene obedire didicit.' 

Such was my pattern, but what was I ? Oh, those 
wasted hours, and days, and years ! Oh, that re- 
bellion of will, contempt of authority, frowardness, 
and forwardness; disregard to God, and to those 
whom He set over me ; self-reference ; self-love ; and 
all other my sins, omissions and commissions, which 
have left me what I am ! 

Pardoned I am, I humbly trust, freed by no erring 
key from the guilt of the past ; but its marks are on 
me and within me. The clinging wreaths of sin are 

^ On the difficult question as to the fact and nature of the 
ignorance of the human nature of Christ, see Bp. Bull, Def» 
Fid. NiCi book iL ch. v. s. 8 ; Thomdike on the Covenant of 
Gracty book ii. cap. xvii. s. 4 ; and Wilberforce, Doctrine of the 
Incarnation^ ch. iv. It is a subject to be approached with great 
humility, caution, and charity, and with a firm faith in the 
hypostatic union of the Divine Nature with the human ; of the 
Word with man ; so that the only question open is, how far the 
indwelling and united Godhead, which is the Word and Wisdom 
of God, omniscient and omnipotent, did or did not act upon the 
human mind and soul associated with itself, on particular occa- 
sions, and in particular respects. 

' Im, Christie lib. i. cap. xx. 
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cut away, but it can be seen how they checked the 
growth of my soul. Lost time is lost, not to return ; 
powers which Thou, my God, didst lend were not 
strengthened and disciplined by use, but dissipated 
and enfeebled by neglect The vessel of my mind was 
marred, not in the hands of the potter, but in mine ; 
and yet Thou hast not rejected me as I deserved. 
Self-will is strong in me; holy purpose weak; my 
thoughts wander; devotion languishes; eyes accus- 
tomed to look downwards will not watch unto Thee, 
my God. Habit, which might have been my strength, 
is now too often my weakness. If, on the contrary, 
I had always been simple, obedient, docile, dutiful, 
quiet ; had lived a hidden life to God, meditating on 
His word, and contemplating with childlike love His 
adorable Being, then I might have been fit to go 
forth and appear and teach others. Then I should 
have possessed a treasury of holy thoughts, a well of 
deep and clear truth; nor would my teaching be so 
meagre, my rebukes so weak, my consolations so 
cold, my ministrations so ineffectual through my in- 
efficiency. Then might my people have known that 
a prophet has been among them by happy experience. 
Then might they and I advance to that to which we 
have not attained. " O remember not the sins and 
offences of my youth : but according to Thy mercy 
think Thou upon me, O Lord, for Thy goodness." 

" O Lord, accept the residue of the years of my 
wretched life; and for those which I have lost in 
my living, because I lost sight of Thee, my broken 
and contrite heart, O God, do not T\\avx ^'^^^^s.^. 
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My days have departed, and perished without fruit : 
I cannot recall them, but may it please Thee that I 
may recollect them in the bitterness of my soul."* 

Make me henceforth to be wholly in my Father's 
business, in my Father's House;* to be subject to 
those placed over me; to grow in wisdom, and in 
Thy favour. Make me doubly careful to train the 
young in Thy faith and fear ; and, O merciful Jesus, 
bless my poor labours, so that Thy holy Childhood 
and Youth may live in these Thy tender members 
whom Thou committest to my charge, and that here 
and in Thy whole Church "the streets of the city 
may be full of boys and girls playing in the streets 
thereof ;"'^ rejoicing with purity and love in the light 
(5f Thy countenance. 



MEDITATION II. 
Cetnptatiom 

**And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from 
Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness, being 
forty days tempted of the devil. And in those dajrs He did 
eat nothing : and when they were ended, He afterward 
hungered. And the devil said unto Him, If Thou be the 
Son of God, command this stone that it be made bread. 
And Jesus answered him, saying. It is written, That man 
shall not live by bread alone, but by every word of God.'* — 
Luke iv. 1-4. 

• S. Bernard. Quoted from Paradise for the Christian Sotd^ 

part iiL 

• See Esther viL 9, LXX., and Origen in loco. Catena Aur, 

• Zech. viii. $. 
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'T'HE Temptation of Christ, following at once upon 
^ His Baptism, doubtless signifies the spiritual 
warfare which awaits every regenerate man. But, 
since the ministry of our Lord commenced upon 
the completion of this spiritual preparation, Chrisfs 
temptations may be profitably considered as a type 
of those to which His ministers, as such, are subjected 
after their ordination. Let me not shrink fi:om these 
trials under the influence of any other feeling than 
that of self-distrust and holy caution, as when I pray, 
"Lead us not into temptation," Let me patiently 
endure the labour, bravely face the battle, in His 
strength, Who has gone before, and by His victory 
quenched for me all the fiery darts of the wicked. 
"Quando tentaris, cognosce quia paratur corona. 
Tolle martyrum certamina, tulisti coronas : tolle 
cruciatus, tulisti beatitudines."' 

Nay, we, more than other men, must expect to 
suffer temptation; for the enemy of souls knows that, 
if he can wound us, he will wound many through us. 
We cannot fall alone, but shall draw others after us. 

Let me behold then in the dreary wilderness, pale 
and faint with hunger, the Creator and Owner of the 
world. Who with the Father worketh hitherto, form- 
ing for us bread out of stones ; and yet He does not 
put forth His own power upon His own creatures, but 
hungers after a fast of forty days. And why? He 
Himself answers, " Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word of God." Patience and faitii are 
more than meat, and the soul than the body. 

* S. Ambrose, Cotnm, in loco. 
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God," enter my souL We are God's children, His 
beloved children, if we be faithful elder brethren in 
His household ; and our straitness is no sign that we 
are not His, nor that He has forgotten His own ; but 
rather an exercise of faith, of deadness to this world, 
and of holy desire after the next; making us an 
example to others, and preparing an eternal recom- 
pense for ourselves. I should shine neither here to 
my people, nor in Heaven hereafter, were my earthly 
desires to be gratified. 

O Thou Bread of Angels and men. Thou Food of 
the Heart, Life and Subsistence of all holy souls; 
teach us so to hunger for Thee, as to regard no other 
hunger; to follow Thee like the multitude in the 
wilderness, forgetting the body; to be content with 
little of every thing except of Thy love, and to be 
anxious only for Thy favour. Be Thou our Viaticum 
here, and our Banquet for ever above. 

" O King of kings, and Lord of lords ! who art 
here present with me, and sustainest me everywhere, 
hast Thou not truly said. Blessed are the poor in 
spirit ? Oh certain truth ! And I am unwilling to be 
blessed, and to have Thy kingdom, and be like unto 
Thee, my King and my God, and hereafter to sit 
with Thee, and with Thee judge. Truly Thou hast 
chosen the poor in this world, and Thou art wont to 
hearken to the desire of the poor. 

"Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and 
naked shall I return thither ; and, bared of all, do I 
long to follow Thee, O Jesus, bared of all ; to be 
perfect and sell all, that in Thee, both here and £ai: 
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ever, I may find an hundredfold, yea, All ;" ^ that is — 
Thyselfl " For the love of Thee, Who for me didst 
hmiger forty days, and wast athirst, and wert, on the 
Cross, given gall mingled with vinegar to dnnk, I 
will not for vile meat, for a momentary pleasure, 
destroy Thy work, O my God : but if it be Thy will, 
I will gladly follow Thee, O Lord, with the Nazarites. 
I will drink neither wine nor strong drink, wherein is 
excess; but I desire, with Daniel and Elias, with 
John and with all Thy saints, to live soberly, right- 
eously, and godly, and to look for that blessed hope 
and Thy glorious appearing, O God, my Fulness, my 
All, my only True Good. Amen."® 



MEDITATION III. 
Cemptattoiu 

" And the devil, taking Him up into an hign mountain, shewed 
unto Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of 
time. And the devil said unto Him, All thb power will I 
give Thee, and the glory of them : for that is delivered unto 
me ; and to whomsoever I will I give it If Thou therefore 
wilt worship me, all shall be Thine. And Jesus answered 
and said unto him. Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is 
written. Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him 
only shalt thou serve.'* — Luke iv. 5-8. 

'T^HE children of Adam too often conquer the flesh, 

•*■ only to be enslaved by the world ; and starve 

the body in order to pamper their pride. Did Satan 

know this, and, regarding Christ as man, hope to 

' Paradise, &c., part iv. ch. v. s. 12. ^ JOUi, s. 16. 
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prevail* by a sight of the glory and pomp of the world 
gleaming in a moment of time beneath the eye of 
Him whom he knew not? Or had the tempter 
learned by this time somewhat of the character and 
purpose of Christ ; and did He now offer to quit the 
world and resign all to its King without toil and 
suflfering? The reply to S. Peter, so like that to 
Satan, would seem to indicate this.® O Blessed Jesus, 
only just before I beheld Thee meek and patient 
Thine own sufferings could not disturb Thee. But 
now I behold the righteous indignation with which 
Thou dost meet a proposal to forsake God, though 
but for a moment Now I see that anger of holiness, 
which scattered the profaners of the temple, and 
which shall confound sinners at the terrible day- 
even the " wrath of the Lamb." 

May the thought of Thy fiery indignation never 
forsake me ; for Satan comes to me, and shows me 
the glory of the world, and tempts me to worship it, 
and him the god of the world. The favour of the 
great, promotion and honour are presented before 
me, if I will but bow to its customs and conform to 
its spirit 

Alas ! I feel how exceedingly subtle this temptation 
can be, and how ready I am to yield to it, owing to 
my love of the world and my desire to stand well 
where Thou wast persecuted, and to be honoured 
where Thou wast despised. For many times I have 
been tempted to seek my own worldly interests, to 
court the great, and make myself known. And now 

' Matt xvi. 22, 23. 
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I see and am sure that it was Satan himself who bade 
me wink at this sin, and laugh at that folly, and avoid 
all appearance of strictness ; who urged me to bow 
to the world's customs, and to break the laws of devo- 
tion, and the rules which Thy Church has established 
in order to guard the souls of her children ; to make 
compromises, for the sake of my interests; as if I 
had none but those of time, and were about to live 
• here for ever. 

Yea, the tempter often proposes a short way, and 
one without suflfering, to what seems a good object 
If I will yield but this once to the current, he says, 
and make this one concession of Thy truth or Thy 
holiness to the prejudices and passions of men, then 
they will oppose me no longer, and I shall be able 
the better to forward Thy Kingdom. 

But I see, I see — oh that I may always remem- 
ber ! — I see that such is not Thy Kingdom, nor can 
be. For Thy Kingdom is founded on truth, and 
established in righteousness. And simple obedience 
to Thee and reliance on Thee, as Thou obeyedst the 
Father and trustedst in Him, is the only way to serve 
God and advance His glorious Kingdom. 

O Lord, blind my eyes to the world, and open 
them to Thyself. Or, if I look at the world, let it be 
as at a kingdom, which is but for a moment of time, 
like that mighty empire of Rome, which, when Thou 
didst behold it in Thy temptation, seemed firm and 
enduring; but which, when Thou didst regard it in 
anger, crumbled away and is gone. I know that " all 
that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust 
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of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, 
but is of the world : and the world passeth away, and 
the lust thereof; but he that doeth the will of God 
abideth for ever." And Thou hast told us that it is 
our Father's good pleasure to give us the Kingdom, 
** a Kingdom which cannot be moved." 

Oh give me, Blessed Jesus, I pray Thee, unworthy 
as I am, and blinded with the dust of the earth, one 
glimpse in a moment of time, of the Kingdom of 
Heaven and the glory thereof! Give me to be 
ravished with the sight; lifted up and drawn on by 
hope and exceeding desire ; that Satan's offers may 
have no more attraction for me ; that I may turn from 
him, as Thou didst turn to the Father; and say in 
my heart, words, and life. Thou, O God, art my King 
and my portion in the land of the living ;i for Thine 
is the Kingdom, and the Power, and the Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

" Grant that I may think of the world and the lust 
thereof as Thou, my God, dost think of it. Doth 
not everything that is, pass away like a ship, a flower, 
a bird, a stream, like smoke and vapour? For what 
and where are they now, who since the world hath 
been, or from old were, in this place, city, and 
country? Where then will they, too, shortly be, who 
now are? Passed away are those of old, and their 
trace is nowhere to be found ; pass away will these 
also. 

"Vanity of vanities, all is vanity," I know, I know ; 

* S. Aug. En. in. Ps. cxlv. § 7. " Portio mea non hie, sed in 
terri viventium. Nam ista terra morientvojiL ei&xJ^ 
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and Thou art the only Truth, the only Goodness, 
which I love above all things, for which I resign all 
things. For what profiteth it me, or any man, to 
gain the whole world and lose one's own soul ? What 
profiteth it ? 

" For truly the eye is not satisfied with seeing, nor 
the ear filled with hearing, nor the soul with all these 
things of earth. 

" Since Thou hast said, Whosoever he be that for- 
saketh not all that he hath, he cannot be my disciple, 
I renounce all things and cleave unto Thee, my God, 
my sole Good. Amen."^ 



MEDITATION IV. 
Cemptattoiu 

'* And he brought Him to Jerusalem, and set Him on a pinnacle 
of the temple, and said unto Him, If Thou be the Son of 
God, cast Thyself down from hence : for it is written, He 
shall give His angels charge over Thee, to keep Thee : and 
in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou 
dash Thy foot against a stone. And Jesus answering said 
unto him, It is said, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy 
God. And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he 
departed from Him for a season.'' — Luke iv. 9-13.* 

OAT AN brings Christ to Jerusalem, and to the 
^^ Temple ; and barbs his arrow with Divine Scrip- 
ture. The temptation is not carnal, nor worldly, but 

' Paradise^ part iv. ch. v. s. 1 1. 

^ ** Totum hoc similiter Lucas narrat, etsi non eodem ordine. 
Unde incertum est quid prius factum sit Nihil tamen ad rem, 
dum omnia facta esse manifestum sit." . • • S. Aug. De 
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spiritual. It is a religious temptation, and the most 
subtle of all 

Why should not the Creator and Lord of angels 
use their ministrations? fulfil the very prophecy to 
which Satan appealed? silence the adversary, and 
convince Jerusalem of His character? 

" Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God," is the 
reply. Thou shalt not seek out a danger, nor call on 
God for a deliverance which need not have been 
wanted. There is no peril to humility ; but presump- 
tion is extremity of danger ; for the same God who 
loves the one abhors ever the other. 

How many have fallen from the pinnacle ! Saul, 
once little in his own eyes ; David, on the housetop ; 
and the great Apostle S. Peter. How soon I may 
fall, unless the grace of God keep me ! Satan lifts 
men up in order to cast them down; lifts them up 
in station, in honour, in knowledge, lifting them up 
in heart: all such promotion is from him, not from 
God 

To expect knowledge without study, and wisdom 
without prayer; to neglect the advice and example 
of the aged, wise, and holy ; to set up my judgment 
against the Church, and still more, to disobey her 
laws ; to enter upon great and difficult tasks without 
preparation; to hope to cast out devils without 
prayer and fasting; to live without constant self- 

Comensu Ev, lib. ii. cap. xvi. " Sed quod dicit Lucas, magis 
videtur secundiim historiam esse : sed Matthseus has refert ten- 
tationes secundum hoc qu6d in Adam fectse sunt.'' — Anselmus, 
Cat, Aur, in MatU 
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examination and penitence; to be unguarded in my 
words and actions ; to rely upon my divine commis- 
sion without labouring to qualify myself; to expect 
the divine offices, and the holy Eucharist to profit 
me without preparation ; to thrust myself into temp- 
tation, not avoiding the snares of the world, and 
especially its praises ; to preach without forethought 
and prayer; to counsel, rebuke, and console indi- 
viduals, without careful consideration of their state; 
to beard the opposition of the world needlessly, or 
without humiliation and prayer; to hope to influence 
others for good, without piety; or to make them 
humble, gentle, unworldly, devout, without being 
such myself: this is to tempt the Lord my God, and 
from these follies and sins, good Lord deliver me. 

I know that Thou, my Saviour, regardest the 
humble and meek, and liftest up the lowly from the 
ground. I know that Thy angels will camp round 
about those that fear Thee. Grant me to do my 
duty carefully and with childlike obedience and sim- 
plicity, relying upon Thee to give wisdom to those 
that ask. Grant me to desire no praise nor honour, 
nor power in this life ; and if they come, let them 
come from Thee, and be used to Thee, and in Thee 
only. 

Nor let me ever think that my temptations are 
passed and gone; for I see that when Satan ceased 
to assault Thee on one side, it was but to attack 
Thee more dangerously on another. Nay, after Thy 
victory, he did but depart from Thee for a season, 
and again tempted Thee with hunger, and a kingdom, 
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and called on Thee to work a miracle, and to descend 
from the Cross.* 

Oh that I were as watchful to resist as Satan is to 
attack ! Oh, my Saviour, that I were clothed in Thy 
armour of faith, and obedience, and humility ! Oh 
that Thy sacred word were ever in my heart, and so 
upon my lips, a ready sword of the Spirit ! Oh that 
I were as careful not to enter into temptation as Thou 
art ready to deliver me from evil I 

Weak, and blind, and slothful, and open on every 
side to attack, I cannot defend myself. Now I pre- 
sume with S. Peter, now slumber with the eleven; nor 
is the spirit so willing, as the flesh is weak. I would 
cast myself therefore wholly upon Thee, praying Thee 
to have mercy upon me, who, unworthy that I am, 
have taken upon me to minister to others ; beseech- 
ing Thee for their sakes, and for Thy glory, to keep 
me from the evil one ; to watch for me, and strengthen 
me ; to guard me, to fight for me, to conquer for me ; 
and to Thee be the praise and the glory, if I and Thy 
flock committed to my charge be not lost through my 
folly and sin, but are kept by Thee from the wolf and 
the wilderness, O Thou only Good Shepherd, Who hast 
been tempted in all points like as we are, yet without 
sin, and art able to succour them that are tempted. 

* John iv. 6, 8 ; Matt. xii. I ; John vi. 15 ; xiv. 30 ; Matt, 
xxvii. 42. "Quid est ad tempus? Tanquam reditunis et lenta- 
taras janoam timoris, quia clausam invenit januam cupiditatis.'' 
— S. Aug. in Ps. XXX. En. ii. § 10. 

"Restabat alia tentatio in asperis et duris, in saevis, in atro- 

cibus atque immitibus restabat alia tentatio Discessit ab 

eo id est insidians serpens, venturas est ragiens leo ; sed vincet 
eum qui conculcabit leonem et draconem/' — ^1^, ^rco.. oSk^^ \ V 
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MEDITATION V. 

** In the meanwhile His disciples prayed Him, saying, Master, 
eat. But He said unto them, I have meat to eat that ye 
know not of. Therefore said the disciples one to another, 
Hath any man brought Him ought to eat ? Jesus saith unto 
them, My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and 
to finish His work." — John iv. 31-34- 

TN the midst of plenty the first Adam fell before 
the serpent ; but in a wilderness, and after fasting, 
the second Adam vanquished Satan. I behold my 
Redeemer, Creator and Lord of the world, hungering 
by the well, and in the fields, and weak with fasting 
before His Passion.^ 

Surely this is an example to Christians; and if 
to the people, first and chiefly to us, who are to 
be patterns to them in all acts of devotion; and 
not in devotions only, but "in word, in conversa- 
tion, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity." That 
we may be such patterns we must fast; for true 
fasting promotes a spiritual mind, subdues the flesh, 
and is a special act of faith^ a manifest sacrifice of 
things present in hope of things to come. The 
fasting of our Pattern was little known to the world, 
and was accompanied by great sweetness and peace ;® 



* Matt xii. I ; Ps. cix. 24. 

* Matt xi. 18, 19 ; vi 16-18. 
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it was the confiding act of a Son, a drawing away 
from the creature to the Creator, in a childlike 
spirit of love. 

If I can obtain a portion of this spirit, I shall be 
both wise and happy in my fasts. I shall be doing 
what I can willingly, and not aiming at more than I 
can prudently practise, being sure that my heavenly 
Father will regard my will, and will accept my devo- 
tion according to what I have, not according to what 
I have not 

Then truly I should have meat to eat, like my 
Lord and Master, which the natural man knows not of. 
In fasting, I should be wholly intent to serve God. I 
should forget the body in the soul, my own comfort 
in the good of my people, '^ my will in my God's, yea, 
my very self in my God. A holy earnestness would 
carry me away, and on the wings of prayer and of 
fasting I should mount upwards, not enchained by 
the corruptible body pressing down the soul. 

O blessed Jesus, Thou who hast taught me to fast, 
outwardly by Thy example, instruct me inwardly by 
Thy Spirit. Grant me to know and to do the will of 
the Father in this and every part of religion. Grant 
me so to fast that I may feast hereafter for ever ; so 
to hunger and thirst with the soul after righteousness, 
that I may forget the wants of the body ; to fast as 

^ ** He makes no account of the food of the body, although 
weary with travellmg, that by this means He might instract the 
teachers in the churches, and might persuade them entirely to 
overlook labour, and to make their diligence for those who are 
being saved superior to their care of the body." — S. Cyril in 
Johan, iv. 31. Cat Ed. Cramer. 

C 
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refusing this world's revelling, lest I miss the banquet 
in Heaven. Grant me in all humility, and all sweet- 
ness of patience and charity, to hunger to Thee, and 
for Thee, and to be filled by Thee and with Thee for 
ever. 

MEDITATION VI. 
Praper* 

"And when He had sent the multitudes away, He went up 
into a mountain apart to pray: and when the evening was 
come, He was there alone." — Matt. xiv. 23. 

T READ of His praying continually Whose will as 
"^ God is omnipotent ; Whose will is ever one with 
the will of the Father, and known to the Father, as 
the Father to Him.® Sometimes He prays before 
entering on some action of His office ;^ sometimes for 

8 "Quomodo Pater et Filius unum sunt, si Filius nunc im- 
perat, nunc precatur ? Et unum sunt, et imperat, et precatur ; 
sed neque cum imperat solus, nee cum precatur, infirmus. 
Solus non est, quia quaecumque Pater facit, eadem similiter et 
Filius facit Infirmus, non est, quia etsi in came infirmatus est 
propter peccata nostra; tamen illud nostras erat in eo pacis 
eruditio, sicut scriptum es^ non suae majestatis infirmitas. 
Denique ut scias quod secundum hommem rogat, divinitate 
imperat, habes in Evangelio quod Petro dixit; Ro^avi pro te, 
ut non deficiat fides tua. Eidem autem supr^ dicenti Tu es 
Christus Filius Dei vivi ; respondit : Tu es Petrus et super 
hanc petram aedificabo Ecclesiam meam, et tibi dabo claves 
rejjni ccelorum. Ergo cui proprii auctoritate regnum dabat, 
hujus fidem firmare non poterat : quern cum petram dicit, firma- 
mentum Ecclesise indicavit?" — S. Am. DeFide, lib. iv. cap. iiL 

' S. Luke vi. 12-15. "Orat ergo Dominus non ut pro se 
obsecret, sed ut pro me impetret : nam etsi omnia posuerit 
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Others simply interceding;^ sometimes also for pur- 
poses not mentioned in the Scripture ; wdth reverence 
I would say it, for Himself, that is for us as included 
in His Own Person ; and that He might teach us to 
pray very earnestly for ourselves. ' 

How then shall I venture upon any work of my 
office without prayer? Shall I study, or write, or 
visit, or preach without prayer? Shall I endeavour 
to do what the Apostles themselves could not do, to 
cast out evil spirits without fasting and prayer? When 
I have so often failed, and so miserably ; when I am 
so ignorant and so foolish, shall I forget Thy promise, 
" If any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all men liberally"? 

I see too many of my flock wandering: nor do 
they hear my voice, nor dread the wolf, nor care for 
Thy fold and pastures. At times I mourn over them, 
at times am vexed. Yea, through self-love I am more 
angry that they will not listen to me, than sorrowful 
that they do not listen to Thee. By prayer I can 
soften both their hard hearts and mine. By prayer 
Thou, O good Shepherd, didst snatch Peter from the 
jaws of the lion, and didst convert Thy murderers. ' 

Pater in potestate Filii, Filius tamen ut hominis formam im- 
pleat, obsecrandum Patrem putat esse pro nobis : quia advocatus 
est noster. . . . Species tibi Christiane datur, forma praescribitur 
quam debeas semulari; quid enim te pro salute tu4 facere 
oportet, quando in oratione pro te Christus pemoctat?" — S. 
Amb. Com. in Ev, Luc, 
^ Luke xxii. 32 ; John xvii. 

* Luke iii. 21; Mark i. 35; Luke v. 16; Matt xiv. 23; 
xxvl 39-44; Heb. V. 7. 

* *' Audierunt, ' crediderunt illi de q^)c^\>& ^ixsL^sxaX "^"oi^^x 
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By prayer S. Peter raised the dead, which is a figure 
of the salvation of souls dead in trespasses and sins. 
By prayer Monica won her son to the faith;* and 
how many souls have been saved by prayer when all 
else failed, the great Day alone can reveal. And not 
for sinners alone must I pray, but for all; for the 
weak, that they may be made strong ; for the sorrow- 
ful, that they may be comforted ; for the scrupulous, 
that they may have faith ; for the righteous, that they 
may advance and persevere ; for all Thy faithful ones, 
that they may grow in love, until they are lost by love 
in Thee, my God ; for every one singly whose special 
wants are brought before me; for all collectively, 
who with me labour under the common infirmities, 
and are far as yet fi*om our common home. 

And besides, and chiefly, there is myself to pray for 
by night and by day. For it is I and my faults which 
are troubling Israel. It is I and my coldness which 
make my people cold; my cowardice and regard to 
human praise and blame which keep the truth back; 
my haste which offends, my harshness which alienates, 
my ignorance which misleads, my earthly-mindedness 
which keeps down, instead of lifting up, Thy little 
ones, when they would fain soar upwards, but require 
assistance. No one in all my parish needs prayer so 
much as myself. Oh that I had knees worn like those 

ignosce. . . . Crediderunt, baptizati sunt atque est facta con- 
versio. Quae conversio? Sanguinem Christi, quem saevientes 
fuderunt, credentes biberunt" — S. Aug. Serm. Ixxx. § 5. S. 
Leo, Serm. xi. De Pass, § 3. 
' 5. Aug. Con/, lib. iii. cap. xil 
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of Thy saint !^ Oh for hard knees and a tender heart ; 
not a callous heart, and a body sensitive to the least 
severity and fatigue 1 Oh that I knew what it is to 
pray as Thou, blessed Jesus, hast taught me to do 
by Thine example, and allured me to do by Thy 
promises ! 

Strange indeed it is, that one of many cares, many 
sorrows, many infirmities, many sins, and with all the 
weight of this people pressing upon him, should ever 
voluntarily cease to pray ! For where else shall I find 
such comfort and help as with Thee ? Who will show 
me such mercy, and make such allowances? As a 
dove to her house, as a child to its parent, so I would 
hasten to Thee, and pour out into Thine ears, ever 
open, my failures and sins, and those of my people. 
I cast myself on the ground, but Thou liftest me up. 
Thou driest my tears. Thou cleansest my garments. 
Thou refreshest my soul and strengthenest my heart ; 
anointest my head, and enlightenest my eyes; and 
I go forth from Thy presence, abiding still in it, in 
peace and in confidence. I stand where I fell, and 
perform what I failed to accomplish. Yea, rather, 
Thou through me, a poor worthless vessel, conveyest 
Thy grace. Not unto me, not unto me, but unto Thy 
name be the praise. Thou that hearest prayer, to 
Thee shall all flesh come. To Thee will I come. 

' S. James the Less. ** He used to enter the temple alone, 
and was found lying on his knees, and beseeching pardon for 
the people, so that his knees were hardened like those of a 
camel, from alwa)rs bending in worship to God, and entreating 
pardon for the people." — Hegesippm op, Eused, Hist, EccL lib. 
ii. 23. 
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MEDITATION VII. 

" O how love I Thy law I it is my meditation all the day. 
Thou through Thy commandments hast made me wiser than 
mine enemies : for they are ever with me. I have more 
understanding than all my teachers : for Thy testimonies are 
my meditation. I understand more than the ancients, becaase 
I keep Thy precepts." — Ps, cxix. 97-100.*^ 

T BEHOLD in Thee, my Divine Pattern, "that 
unfolded in action, which elsewhere Thou hast 
stored up in precept. I perceive in Thee, that all 
Scripture is inspired of God, and "is profitable for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteous- 
ness ; that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works." ^ For by Scripture 
Thou didst thrice confound Satan, and didst silence 
the Pharisees and Sadducees.^ By Scripture Thou 
didst instruct the disciples of S. John, and didst 
enlighten Thy disciples in the doctrine of Thy Passion, 
and Death, and Resurrection.^ 

Thine own words, which to us are Scripture, were 
that grace and power which called S. Peter and the 
Apostles; which made them clean; which watered 
them as dew upon the mountain of blessings ; which 
opened to them mysteries hid from the foundation of 

• S. Aug. shows that this passage refers to Christ. In Ps. 
cxviii. Serm. xxii. § 3. 

7 2 Tim. iii. 16, 17. ^ Matt. xxii. 

* MsLlt. xi. 5 ; Isa. xxxv. 5, 6 ; Luke xxiv. 27, 45, 46. 
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the world; which convinced them of Thy wisdom; 
reproved their heat and dulness, and consoled their 
sorrows.^ 

I know that all saving truth is in Thy Scriptures, 
and that all that is in Thy Scriptures is truth. I 
know that they are a mirror of Thyself, wherein we 
can always see our perfect Pattern reflected, so that 
we both know what to copy, and are filled with desire 
to imitate Thee. Thy Scriptures are the bread of 
the soul, and its streams of water. ^ Well was this 
gentle yoke laid upon me by the Church to be 
" diligent in reading of the Holy Scriptures,*' and in 
framing myself and those dependent on me according 
to their rule; yea, "by daily reading and weighing 
of the Scriptures to wax riper and stronger in my 
ministry." Well did I promise to teach their doctrine, 
and that only, as of faith ; confessing that they con- 
tain all necessary truth.^ Nevertheless many things 
hinder me, and I fail oft — 

*' I conceal nothing ; 
I make no excuses; 
I denounce against m^lf my sins;" ^ 

so will I bewail my infirmities and perplexities to 
Thee, and will cry for Thy mercy and help. 

^ Luke ix. 55; Matt xvi. 8-12; John xiv. i; xv. 3; 
xvi. 29. 

' Matt. iv. 4. "Ut panis mysteria ilia exponuntur, et dila- 
tantur: sic et panes illi crescebant, quando frangebantur/' — 
S. Aug. Serm. cxxx. § i. 

* Second Vow. "The Ordering of Priests." 

* Bp. Andrewes's Devotions^ First Day. 
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Thus then I open my griefs. The obscurities of 
Thy Word, which ought to exercise my powers, offend 
my sloth.' Its difficulties provoke my pride and 
shake my faith, instead of humbling me and strength- 
ening me in patience and faith. Light and frivolous, 
I long to fly from Thy blessed pages to some vain 
study or amusement ; from Canaan to the wilderness ; 
from Heaven to the world \ from Grod to man."^ How 
different am I from Thy saints, not only in knowledge, 
but in the desire of knowledge.® Moreover, I miss 
the plain meaning of Thy word through carelessness, 
or prejudice, or want of faith, or a carnal mind;® and 

^ " Hi quippe quibusdam Scripturarum locis obscuris, tanquam 
clausis oculis Dei, exercentur, ut quaerant ; et rursus quibusdam 
locis manifestis, tanquam apertis oculis Dei, illuminantur, ut 
gaudeant. £t ista in Sanctis libris crebra opertio atque adapertio 
tanquam palpebrse sunt Dei, quae interrogant, id est, quae pro- 
bant filios hominimi, qui neque fatigantur rerum obscuritate, sed 
exercentur ; neque inflantur cognitione, sed confirmantur." — S. 
Aug. En. in Ps. X. § 8. 

^ "Cur non Christum revisas, Christum alloquaris, Christum 
audias? Ilium alloquimur, cum oramus; Ilium audimus cum 
divina legimus oracula." — S. Amb. De Off, lib. i. cap. xx. 

8 ** Ecce vox Tua gaudium meum, vox Tua super adiluentiam 
voluptatum. Da quod amo : amo enim ; et hoc Tu dedistu 
Ne dona Tua deseras, nee herbam Tuam spemas sitientem." — 
S. Aug. Confess, lib. xi. cap ii. 

* Matt v. 27 ; John vii. 17 : "For searching into the Scrip- 
tures, and true knowledge of them, there is need of a good life 
and a pure soul, and of the virtue which is according to Christ.*' 
— S. Athan. De Incam. Verbi Dei. And he proceeds to illus- 
trate from the eye, which must be cleansed for vision, adding, 
** Thus he who wishes to understand the meaning of those who 
discourse of sacred things ought first to wash and cleanse his soul 
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Still more often I lose the hidden manna reserved for 
them that know Thee by affection. Hence is my 
teaching too often what my spirit and my mind are, 
cold, dry, dull, and secular.^ 

O Thou who didst give to me the Scriptures, give 
me also the heart to love them, the will to study 
them, the understanding to know them, the humility 
to learn from them and submit to them. 

" Sint castae delicise meae Scripturae Tuae j nee fallar 
in eis, nee fallam ex eis." ^ 

Give me, O Blessed Jesus, industry, caution, and a 
spiritual mind. Grant me not to trust to my own 
judgment, to invent novelties, or oppose Thy Church. 
Be with me, gracious Lord, whilst I walk in the paths 
of Thy word, and expound unto me the things con- 
cerning Thyself. Make my heart to bum within me 
whilst Thou talkest with me, and whilst Thou openest 
unto me Thy Scriptures. Grant me, also, with ready 
affection promptly to embrace and obey whatsoever 
Thou shalt command ; renouncing all that Thou dost 
forbid, and practising all that Thou dost enjoin, with 
the obedience of love. 

^ S. Augustine says that men ought to use tranquil days for 
storing up Scripture in their hearts, like ants. Hence he was 
not able to rescue a Donatist from despair who had neglected to 
do this. **Iste sibi non collegerat verbum Dei, supervenit 
hyems, non hie invenit quod quaerebat, consolari nisi inde non 
poterat, de verbo autem Dei nuUo modo." — In Ps. xxxvi. Enarr. 
S. ii. § II. But if this want be so fatal in the sick, what in the 
physician ! "What if the soldier of Jesus Christ go forth to 
battle with sin or heresy without the sword, "which is the word 
of God," and so be vanquished, and the banner of Christ be 
cast down, and souls be led into captivity or slain? 

' S. Aug. Conf, lib. xL cap. ii. 
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Thou indeed, my adorable Example, dost seem to 
have spoken, acted, and lived, "that the Scripture 
might be fulfilled."* And surely this was not done 
merely in order that prophecies might receive their 
completion, but that in all things Thou mightest con- 
form to God's law, the Son to the Father, and the 
Man to His God. Surely, therefore, I, who cannot 
be a light nor a law unto myself, but know nothing 
except from God ; and yet am set to be an example 
to others ; — I, so weak and unworthy, should be for 
ever watching to fulfil the Scripture, and to make my 
life the counterpart of the commandment, so that all 
men may see and judge of the one by the other. 

But "who is sufficient for these things?" I least 
of all. Write then, I beseech Thee, Thy law in my 
heart by the finger of Thy Spirit ; that what my head 
knows my heart may love, and what my heart loves 
my actions may perform, and my whole life exhibit to 
my flock. 

"Give me understanding, and I shall keep Thy law; 
yea, I shall keep it with my whole heart 

" Make me to go in the path of Thy command- 
ments ; for therein is my desire. 

" Incline my heart unto Thy testimonies." Amen. 

• Matt. viiL 17; xii. 17; xiii. 3$; xxL 4; xxvii. 35, 46; 
Luke xxiL 37 ; John xviiL 9 ; xix. 28. 
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MEDITATION VIII. 
fietirement« 

" When Jesus had spoken these words, He went forth with His 
disciples over the brook Cedron, where was a garden, into 
the which He entered, and His disciples. And Judas also, 
which betrayed Him, knew the place ; for Jesus ofttimes 
resorted thither with His disciples." — JoAn xviii. I, 2. 

"And in the morning, rising up a great while before day. He 
went out, and departed into a solitary place, and there 
prayed." — A/arA i. 35. 

TTE Who whilst upon earth was still in Heaven 
•*' -*■ abiding in His own eternal peace and stillness, 
"like a clear heat upon herbs, and like a cloud of 
dew in the heat of harvest ;"* yet being clothed upon 
with my infirmities sought a place of retirement and 
solitude. 

Withdrawing into the wilderness, He made it a 
garden, fruitful in holy meditations and prayers.* 
Whilst others slept He rose and went out and de- 
parted into a solitary place.® He thus invited His 
disciples to retire with Him, to recollect themselves, 
to forget what they had done, and prepare for what 
they had still to do; to take that spiritual food in 
retirement, which they had no time to receive in the 
midst of turmoil and labour.^ 

Retirement and meditation formed Moses, and S. 

* John iii. 13; Isa. xviii. 4. ' Luke v. 16; Matt. xiv. 23. 

• Mark i. 35. ' Mark vi. '>p-'ii. 
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John Baptist, and S. Paul, for their work. Who am 
I that I should dispense with it ? 

What a blessed example do I behold on Mount 
Tabor ! There, Christ in solitude meets the saints. 
There, far removed from the world, and high up above 
its grovelling desires, the Holy Trinity manifests 
Itself to men ; and the Father makes known the 
Son to the little company, who, rapt in contemplation, 
hear and behold. 

Well might S. Peter desire for ever to dwell on 
high, nor again to descend, and lose that heavenly 
vision ! Well might he speak, scarce knowing what 
he said, dazzled with that light which enlightened not 
only the eye, but the dark chambers of the heart, and 
overpowered with that voice, which echoed in the 
secret cells of the spirit ! 

Oh most necessary, most blessed days, or hours, 
or moments of retirement in which my soul can get 
away from man, and from herself, and from all created 
things, to be with her God ! ® Alone and bare, she 
prostrates herself before Him Who knows, yet loves her 
better than He knows. At other times she is seen, 
and sins, forgetting God's eye ; but now she feels that 
she is seen, and that the all-searching gaze is upoa 
her. Yet it is a Father's eye which beholds her, an 

^ *' Difficile est in turbd videre Christum : solitudo quaedam 
necessaria est menti nostras : quddam solitudine intentionis vide- 
tur Deus. Turba strepitum habet ; visio ista secretum desiderat. 
. . . Noli Jesum quaerere in turba, non est tanquam unus de 
turbi ; praevenit omnem turbam." — S. Aug. in Johan, Ev. Tr» 
xviL s. 11, 
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eye which heals more than it pierces, and comforts 
even more than it humbles. 

Oh safe ! oh peaceful ! oh restoring Presence of 
my God 1 Here, nothing incites my vanity, echoing 
self, self, self; that hollow sound; first deceitful, and 
then reproachful; full of dangerous sweetness, or of 
securer sadness. Here nothing provokes my im- 
patience, terrifies my cowardice, nor stirs up a false 
excitement Here — in sight of eternal riches, glory, 
and happiness — temporal gold, honour, comforts, lose 
their perilous charms. Here I neither misjudge my 
people, nor am vexed at their misjudgment of me. 
Here I lay down my burden, whatever it be; pour 
out my sins, for pardon ; my infirmities, for strength ; 
my sorrows, for consolation. Here, I learn Heaven, 
and therefore can speak of it truly to others. Here, I 
learn God Himself, although I can never know Him 
enough. At least I learn not to know Him so little 
as I did. At least I learn to desire to know, and to 
know better how much there is yet to know ; my own 
emptiness, and scantiness, and God's fulness ; what it 
is to be embraced by His love. Whom my love can 
never contain. 

Assuredly my people would be no losers by a little 
time being withdrawn from them for this blessed 
exercise ; even if it should be taken from them rather 
than fi-om the world, which were fer better. 

Moses returned from the Presence of God so glori- 
ous, that the children of Israel could not look upon 
his countenance. My Lord seems to have descended 
from Tabor illuminated with the gloiY ^Vvv^^ ^^^sx. 
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from the world, and above the world, had encircled 
Him.» 

Not that I indeed would claim such honour as 
this ; but I am sure that communion with God would 
change me in myself, and therefore would change me 
for those to whom I minister. As Jonathan was dis- 
tressed before he found the honey in the wood, but 
then his eyes were enlightened, so may I be refreshed 
by meditation on God's word, which is sweeter also 
than honey and the .honeycomb. As Elijah went 
down from Horeb, after speaking with God, another 
man ; as the nobleman, from merely being with Christ, 
became, from an impatient doubter a calm believer,* 
so might it be even with me. 

Oh how can I ever wrong my people and myself so 
grievously by being so little with Thee, my God, in 
retirement, meditation, and prayer? Is it possible 
that Thou canst invite, and yet I refuse? Is it possible 
that, having once seen what I may gain and enjoy, 
I can delay to seek Thee again? If Thy Presence 
is the fulness of joy to those who awake up after 
Thy likeness, then let that blessed Presence be the 
beginning of my joy here on earth, of my chief and 
unceasing joy. Oh that I may become more and 
more eagerly desirous of It, yea, scarcely able to tear 

• Mark ix. 15. Theophylact, quoted in the Catena Aurea^ 
mentions it as an opinion, that Christ's aspect had become 
more beautiful by the Transfiguration, and filled the people 
with amazement This pious notion is confirmed by the 
analogy of the glory upon the face of Moses. 

1 John iv. Compare the impatience manifested, ver. 49, with 
the absence of all haste to test the promise, ver. 5I-53. 
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myself from It, except to go down from Tabor, as it 
were, to do Thy work on earth for a time, before I can 
hope to possess the joy of Thy Countenance for ever 
in Heaven. 



MEDITATION IX. 
iFrequent Commumon* 

" As the living Father hath sent Me, and I hve by the Father ; 
so he that eateth Me, even he shall Uve by Me." — John vL 
57. 

T TPON what heights does the stream arise from 
^^ which I drink ! The mystery of my spiritual 
life is hidden in the mystery of the Eternal Trinity. 
Christians are sons of God by adoption, because 
Christ is Son by nature. ^ They are one, because the 
Father and the Son are one in the unity of the Holy 
Ghost. ^ The Father has life in Himself; the Son in 
Himself of the Father.* The Eternal Son never 

• John i. 12, 13; ill 16; Gal. iii. 26, 27; iv. 5, on which S. 
Aug. Expos ^ s. 30 : — " Hinc enim adoptionem recipimus, quod 
ille Unicus non dedignatus est participationem naturae nostrse, 
factus ex muliere, ut non solum unigenitus esset, ubi fratres non 
habet, sed etiam Primogenitus in multis fratribus fieret." 

• John xvii. 21. 

• John v. 26. " Sicut habet, sic dedit habere. Ubi habet? 
In semetipso. Ubi dedit habere, in semetipso. Paulus ubi habet ? 
non in semetipso, sed in Christo. Tu fidelis, ubi habes ? Non 
in temetipso, sed in Christo. Videamus si hoc dicit Apostolus. 
Vivo autem jam non ego, vivit vero in me Christus." — S. Aug. 
in Johaiu Ev. Tr. xxil s. 9. See Pearson on t?u Creeds Art. 
L on the sense in which the Father is called \s\ \hft Ksiossctek^ 
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began to have life in Himself, nor ever can cease to 
have. He cannot receive what He already hath;^ 
yet His life is of the Father and in the Father. ® My 
life subsists by unity with the Son of God, as Son of 
Man ; is now of grace ; once had no existence ; may 
easily be lost; and requires perpetual renewal by 
perpetual participation of Him from whom it comes, 
and by whom alone it can endure. "As the living 
Father hath sent Me,*' saith Christ, "and I live by 
the Father, so he that eateth Me, even he shall live 
by Me." " Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of Man, 
and drink His blood, ye have no life in you."' 

"The Origin, the Cause, the Author, the Root, the Fountain, 
and the Head of the Son, or the whole Divinity. — Bp. Bull, 
Defensio Fid, Nic, lib. iv. cap. i. 

'^ "Non ait, sicut manduco Patrem, et ego vivo propter 
Patrem . . . non enim Filius participatione Patris fit melior, 
quia est natus aequalis." — S. Aug. in Johan, Ev. Tr, xxvi. s. 19. 

• John i. 18. Upon the abiding of the Son in the Father, 
see Bp. Bull as above, lib. ii. cap. iv. S. Ambrose argues 
against interpreting John vi. 57 of the Divine nature of Christ, 
and concludes: — "Quid est, sicut ipse, &c.? nisi quod sic vivi- 
ficat Filius hominem sicut Pater in Filio camem vivificat 
humanum." But he admits the sense in which it may apply to 
the Godhead of the Son. " Utique si ad divinitatem referunt: 
propter Patrem vivit Filius quod ex Patre Filius est; propter 
Patrem quod unius substantias cum Patre." — De Fide, lib. iv. 
cap. V. 

' "After the same manner {i,e, as that in which the Only- 
begotten lives by the Father, and of the Incarnation) he who 
receives me through the participation of my flesh shall live in 
himself, being wholly changed into One who has power to 
quicken (or beget to life, ^(aoyoveXv), because of His being as it 
were of the quickening Root, that is God and the Father." — S. 
Cyril in ^okan. Ev, vi. 58. Ed. Par. 1638. This is a very 
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Thrice happy then am I, whom no worldly business 
keeps from Thee, how often soever Thy holy table is 
spread! Thrice happy, who, in the communion of 
the sick, enjoy more frequent means of partaking of 
Thee, than any of my parishioners ! Oh that I may 
not presume upon mine office, nor approach Thee 
negligently, and without preparation ! Oh that I may 
never communicate with a cold heart, and in a per- 
functory spirit, as though acting for others only, and 
not also for myself! Oh that, since nothing external 
debars me from Thee, so nothing internal may shut 
me off; no wall of sin, no worldly barrier, may check 
Thy stream of grace ! Bread of Heaven, may I ever 
hunger for Thee. Cup of the Spirit, may I ever 
thirst for Thee. More and more may I perceive that 
without Thee, Blessed Jesus, I can do nothing. 

Creator of Eden, grant me to partake of Thee the 
tree of life, lest I seem to live for a time, but really 
die. True Melchizedek, bring forth to me, weary 
with conflict. Thy bread and wine, Thy Flesh and 
Blood. True paschal Lamb, with loins girt, and 
staff in hand, may I feed on Thee and proceed on 
my way. Angel of the Covenant, pour down from 

remarkable passage, not only as showing that /i€Ta<rToix€U)iifAepos 
does not mean transubstantiated — for no one supposes that the 
believer is transubstantiated into Christ ; but as containing the 
old Catholic truth, that the life of the Son from and in the 
Father as the Root of Deity, by participation of one nature, the 
Divine, is the type and source of the life of the Christian from 
and in Christ, by His participation in our nature, and, through 
this, our participation in Him, which is b^;un in Baptism, and 
maintained by the Eucharist. 

B 
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Heaven Thy manna in the wilderness. Lord of the 
Sanctuary, suffer Thy unworthy priest to eat of the 
true shew-bread, and even of the sacrifice carried 
without the gate, of which the priests of the law par- 
took not. O God of the prophets, feed me, as Thou 
didst feed Elijah, and strengthen me for my journey 
to the Mount. Thou Who didst give Thyself to Thine 
apostles first, who, before all the Church, partook of 
Thy Flesh and Blood, in order that I may worthily 
dispense Thee to others, first dispense Thyself to me. 
Oh the honour and the happiness of being invited 
before my people, although less worthy ! Oh holy 
office, which at once entitles the clergy to communi- 
cate more often, and makes it needful for them to 
do so!* 

It is Thine own word, " He that eateth Me shall 
live by Me." I live — apart from Thee, not for a 
moment. To be apart from Thee is to die. I live 
by partaking of Thee, and by this only. Receiving 
Thy Sacrament, I receive Thy Flesh and Blood. I 
am united thereby to God the Son, and in Him to 
God the Father, by the operation of God the Holy 
Ghost. Truly this is life indeed, to be united — with- 

* "Then shall the Minister first receive the Communion in 
both kinds himself, and then proceed to deliver the same to the 
Bishops, Priests, and Deacons, in like manner (if any be pre- 
sent), and after that to the peqple. 

"And in Cathedral and Collegiate Churches, and Colleges, 
where there are many Priests and Deacons, they shall all 
receive the Communion with the Priest every Sunday at the 
least, except they have a reasonable cause to the contrary." — 
The Order of the Administration of the Lord^s Supper^ or Holy 
Communion, 
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out confusion of the Divine with the human, of the 
Creator with the creature — yet still united to God as 
God, to the very Root and Source and Fountain of 
life, to the Life which is Life Itself, in Itself, and of 
Itself; to the Life which is Life to all living; Life 
Unchangeable, Unfailing, Eternal. Oh what it is, 
truly to eat ! or through neglect, or want of faith, or 
unrighteousness, not to eat 1 O blessed Trinity, grant 
me to live to Thee, by Thee, in Thee, now and for 
ever. Amen. 



MEDITATION X. 
iaitS. 

" The Lord God hath opened mine ear, and I was not rebellious, 
neither turned away back. I gave my back to the smiters, 
and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair : I hid not 
my face from shame and spitting. For the Lord God will 
help me ; therefore shall I not be confounded : therefore 
have I set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be 
ashamed. He is near that justifieth me ; who will contend 
with me ? let us stand together : who is mine adversary ? let 
him come near to me. Behold, the Lord God will help me ; 
who is he that shall condemn me ? lo, they all shall wax old 
as a garment ; the moth shall eat them up. Who is among 
you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the voice of His 
servant, that walketh in darkness, and hath no light? let 
him trust in the name of the Lord, and stay upon his God." 

Isaiah 1. 5 -10. 

T OUGHT to be the pattern of faith, hope, and 
charity to my flock, as Thou, blessed Jesus, art to 
me. I behold Thee in the Gospel living for things 
imseen. Nothing that fescinates my servses VvaA ^xi?^ 



36 FAITH, [MED. x» 

hold upon Thine. Hunger, and thirst; homeless- 
ness, and weariness ; dishonour, danger, torture, and 
death, were all fearlessly encountered by Thee. Nor 
didst Thou complain of suffering, nor even mention 
it, but for our sakes. 

And as no evil daunted Thee, so neither did any 
pleasure entice Thee. That which is seen, felt, and 
heard; that very present present, which so occupies 
me, was to Thee altogether nothing, compared with 
the future. 

Nor was Thy faith less manifest in the entire 
obedience to which it led. Obedient unto hunger, 
poverty, contempt, and torture ; obedient unto death 
itself, never didst Thou call upon the creation to 
relieve Thee, nor upon angels to succour Thee ; nor 
wouldest Thou decline the cup of suffering, nor drink 
the myrrh. No wrong mean to a right end ; no easier 
nor less thorny path than that designed for Thee was 
ever chosen by Thee. 

Alas ! I am filled with confusion, when I think 
how my unbelief continually leads me into sin. For 
how often have I chosen the timid path of policy, 
which is the path of interest ! How often have I 
considered whether it were not allowable to avoid this 
seeming peril, or that difficulty ; deciding by my fears, 
rather than by Thy example and teaching 1 

I behold Thee also, blessed Jesus, facing all ob- 
stacles by the power of faith. How hopeless it 
seemed to instruct Thy disciples in Thy heavenly 
kingdom, when they were always dreaming of an 
earthly kingdom ; and how much more hopeless then 



MED. X.] FAITIL 37 

to teach the whole world ! One, followed by twelve 
poor ignorant men, themselves without faith, to re- 
form all mankind ! To triumph over the wisdom 
of Greece, and the iron worldliness of Rome ; to 
remould society, and renovate man — ^was ever so 
hopeless a task? In comparison of this, what are 
my difficulties, the obstacles in my way, who have 
but to minister to men who are Christians; and to 
be the channel of Thy grace, abundantly ready ? 

Yet, again, I marvel at Thy patience in affliction, 
suffering, and death ; the root of which was still faith. 
Thine own words speak Thine own mind. "Yet I 
am not alone, because the Father is with Me." 

When Thou wast silent, it was in the calmness of 
faith. When Thou didst speak, it was both with the 
boldness and calmness of faith. Thou didst perform 
what Thou didst promise. " I became even as a man 
that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs. 
For in Thee, O Lord, have I put my trust. Thou 
shalt answer for Me, O Lord my God." 

My want of faith injures my whole ministry. It 
hinders me from undertaking many things, and 
makes me fail in those which I attempt I fail in 
preaching, rebuking, consoling, for want of faith. I 
do not really believe that Thou art with me, a 
treasure indeed in an earthen vessel, but no less a 
treasure ; and hence, neither do my people discern 
Thy voice and grace. Thou canst do no mighty work 
in me because of my unbelief. If I had faith as a 
grain of mustard-seed, mountains of pride and evil 
would remove before me, whea no^ 1 felA \.ci casx q^nsSl 
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a single devil. Why could I not cast them out? I 
ask, and Thou repliest, " Because of your unbelief." 
Oh say not also, " O faithless and perverse servant, 
how long shall I be with you ? how long shall I suffer 
you?"9 

How different am I from those who won the world 
in Thee to Thee ! S. Paul, standing before Felix, on 
Mars' Hill, and before the emperor, rebukes me. He 
went up to Jerusalem, knowing that bonds and afflic- 
tions awaited hina. He was calm in the shipwreck, 
calm amid the furious multitude ; joyful in tribulation ; 
he sang in the prison, whilst bleeding still from the 
stripes. His whole life breathed his words : " I know 
whom I have believed." And what did he believe? 
Not that he should escape from bonds and imprison- 
ment and shipwreck and death ; for all these awaited 
him : but he believed that God would do what was 
best ; and that his labour was not in vain in the Lord. 
He believed in the future, and forgot the present; 
and so he swelled the ranks, yea, was a leader in the 
great army of the faithful, of which he himself reads 
the blessed roll ; whilst I, a weak and wavering reed, 
am what I am. 

"Lord, I believe," enough to be certain what I 
might and ought to do by Thy grace; enough to 
know what a crown is in store for them who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises ; but not 
enough to be and do what I should and might do. 
"Lord, I believe. Help Thou mine unbelief." 

Yea, even now, my faith seems to grow within me, 

• Mark vl 5 ; Matt. xvii. 16-20. 
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as I think of Thee. Beholding Thee in Thy suffer- 
ings, in Thy watchful care of Thy disciples, Thy 
tenderness, Thy consideration, I cannot doubt Thy 
sympathy and help in all my trials. 

Beholding Thee bearing with those of little faitli, 
purging them, and strengthening them, until they 
grew in faith; beholding Thy compassion and hea- 
venly training to the nobleman and to Thy apostles, 
especially Thine unspeakable condescension to S. 
Thomas; seeing how, as an eagle. Thou didst bear 
Thy little ones on the wings of Thy love, until they 
learned to soar out of sight of earth and the things 
of earth, I gather confidence, I learn to trust, that 
Thou wilt also teach me faith. 

Beholding Thee calm and peaceful amidst the 
raging bulls of Bashan and the lions amongst which 
Thy soul was cast; beholding Thee meeting Thy 
captors, reasoning with Thine enemies, standing un- 
moved before Thy judges, looking always beyond 
the present, as if it had no being, I, too, am moved 
with a desire of that peace of faith. I, too, follow 
Thee in heart; as from the cradle to the grave in 
Thy journey forwards Thou didst stedfastly set Thy 
face to suffer, and to return to the Father encircled 
with the new glory of our redemption ; returning not 
alone, but with Thy Church in Thee. Yea, there is 
but one thing to wish for in this life, and that is, to 
follow Thee ; and but one thing to fear, which is, lest 
I should fall from Thee ; and firmly do I believe that 
Thou desirest to help me in my pursuit, and shield 
me from my peril, until I come to tVvaX. ^-sXaX^ ^\vsxt^^ 
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I cannot fall, and shall not faint in pursuing. Shall 
I, my Rock, doubt Thy care of Thy Church, whatever 
distractions, and divisions, and corruptions trouble 
her; since she has not only Thy promise that she 
shall not fail, but the teaching of the Spirit, that Thou 
lovest her and cherishest her as Thy Spouse ? ^ What 
is faith, but believing under difficulties ? Where would 
have been Abraham's praise, and that of all those who 
died in faith, if they had not believed when it was 
hard to trust; when nature said one thing, grace 
another; when sight said nay, but faith said yea? 
Thus they inherited the promise, and now from diffi- 
culties and temptations, as well as toils and sorrows, 
they repose for ever in Thee. This is the only way. 
"Arnbula per fidem, ut pervenias ad speciem. Species 
non Isetificabit in patrii quem fides non consolatur 
in vil" ^ Whatsoever difficulties beset Thy Church, 
whatsoever objections human wit and knowledge shall 
raise against Thy word and works, grant, O Lord, 
that my faith may never fail, nor even waver. May I 
live in the faith, and die in it. Nor let my impatience 
and unbelief chill my zeal for Thee and for Thy people. 
Let it be enough for me to sow, without expecting to 
see the harvest Let me be happy, if, like Thy holy 
prophet S. John, I have laid the foundation upon 
which another, like S. Paul, can build.^ Let me walk 
by faith and not by sight, that so I may come to the 
vision and fruition of Thee. 

The Lord is my light aud my salvation ; whom then 

* Eph. V. 29. " S. Aug. Serm. Ixxxviii. s. 4, 

' Acts xix. 1-7. 
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shall I fear ? the Lord is the strength of my life ; of 
whom then shall I be afraid? 

Though an host of men were laid against me, yet 
shall not my heart be afraid ; and though there rose 
up war against me, yet will I put my trust in Him. 

Oh tarry thou the Lord's leisure ! be strong, and He 
shall comfort thine heart ; and put thou thy trust in 
the Lord. Amen. 



MEDITATION XL 

*' Looking unto Jesus the author and finbher of our faith ; who 
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God."^//d^. xii. 2. 

^T^HOU, blessed Jesus, art my Pattern in hoping, 
and my Object of hope; teaching me how to 
hope in Thee, who art my Hope and my Portion in 
the land of the living, that is, in Heaven.* By hope 
Thou didst encourage Thy disciples;^ nay, Thyself 
also before Thy Passion.^ By hope Thou didst endure 
the cross, despising the shame. In hope Thy flesh 
rested in the grave, until Thou didst rise to be our 
hope by Thy Resurrection.''^ 

In Thy Divine Scriptures Thou hast taught me to 

• " Ilia (regnum sanctorum) est terra viventium : haec est 
autem terra morientium, receptura mortuos quos nutrivit vivos." 
— S. Aug. Enarr. in Ps. xxxvi. Serm. iiL s. Ii. 

• I^uke X. 20 ; xii. 32 ; John xvi. 

• John xvii.; Ps. xvi. 9; Acts xxiiu 6; I Cor. xv. 19, 20; 
I Peter i. 3. ' Rom. v. 3-$ ', -m. \a% 
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rejoice in hope; and that my very difficulties should 
increase my hope ; whilst tribulation worketh patience, 
and patience experience, and experience hope; and 
that hope never shames nor disappoints which rests 
upon Thee. Such hope produces patience, as patience 
does hope.^ It gives boldness, and fills with holy 
boasting, not in itself, but in Thee.® It is proposed 
to us for this very end, and is an anchor of the soul 
in every tempest ; carried inside the veil, mooring our 
souls in the surest haven of joy.^ Ah, if our hearts 
were only where our hope is, we should ride at perfect 
peace, even whilst the tempest is raging, even during 
the storms of this troublesome world. 

For want of hope my faith is weak ; for want of 
hope my love is cold.^ Hope was the life of Abra- 
ham's faith. Leaning on hope Divine, he went beyond 
hope human, and ever believed.^ Hope led Israel 
into Egypt, and out of it; through the sea, and 
through the wilderness ; through Jordan into Canaan. 
Hope built the temple, and rebuilt it. Hope con- 
verted the world. Hope made the apostles rejoice 
before the day of reward. Hope expects, hastens, 
feeds her lamp, is ready to open. Hope lightens the 
eyes and gladdens the heart 

If I were animated with hope, all my ministrations 
would be animated with the same. The light which 

« I Thess. i. 3. • Heb. iii. 6. ^ Heb. vi. 18-20. 

* ** Nee amor sine spe est, nee sine amore spes, nee utrumque 
sine fide." — S. Aug. EnchiriiL s. 2. 

'^ Rom. iv. 18. ** How did he believe beyond hope in hope? 
Beyond the hope which is human, in the hope which is in God.** 
— S, Chrys. Bom. in loco. 
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illumined me, would shine also to others; the heat 
which fired me, would kindle them also. Faith im- 
parts sted^tness, perseverance, and caknness; inspires 
respect and confidence in those who enjoy it; but 
hope makes religion to shine, renders it bright, jo]rfiil, 
lovely, and attractive to man. If I were happy 
through hope, my people would long for the happi- 
ness which they witnessed in me, and would bring 
their lamps to light them where I lighted mine. Oh 
that I could thus make religion a delight to others, 
by showing it delightfiil to myself! Oh that the 
young could always see me, not only calm and 
trustful, but joyful as well ! Oh that they could 
behold some beams of Heaven in me, some rays of 
the Eternal Day, now dawning to hope, and soon to 
fiiiition ! Oh that the oil of Thy grace might flow 
down to the very skirts of Thy garment, and, 
anointing me with the oil of gladness, might give me 
a cheerful countenance, a face and speech full of 
jo)rful hope in Thee, O my Hope and my Portion ! 

Suffer not, I beseech Thee, my work to flag and to 
fail for want of this hope. Teach me to sow in hope, 
and cast my bread upon the waters in hope; to 
despair of no man, since Thou hast had mercy upon 
me; to leave nothing undone; to let down the net 
again and again, though I seem to catch nothing. 
Make me to have confidence that Thou wilt complete 
Thy good work ; and wilt yet make my people to be 
ray hope, and joy, and crown of rejoicing ; my glory 
and joy before Thee.* 

* PhiL i. 6, 7 ; I Thess, ii. 19, 20, 
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For, oh ! what hopes are proposed to me, even the 
salvation of immortal souls, and of my own in theirs ; 
the advancement of the glory of God; and, as if 
these were not enough, a special reward, to " shine as 
the stars for ever,"* and "a crown of glory that 
fadeth not away." Nor are these the objects of 
desire only, but of hope ; inasmuch as I am assured 
by Thy promise, and empowered by Thy Spirit. 
Nay, and as if even these things were trifling, yet 
another is added, including all, and exceeding all, 
even Thy Presence, even Th)rself ; for Heaven were 
not Heaven without Thee who art Heaven, Light, 
and Glory, Rest, Home, Life, and Joy, all things in 
all Thy Saints for ever and ever. Thou canst not 
fail me. This I well know ; but grant me, of Thy 
unspeakable mercy, not to fail Thee, O my Hope. 



MEDITATION XIL 
Lobe. 

" Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that 
His hour was come that He should depart out of this world 
unto the Father, having loved His own which were in the 
world, He loved them unto the end." — John xiii. i. 

'' Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends." — John xv. 13. 

nPHE love of the Son to the Father is as ineffable 

-^ as is that of the Father to the Son. " God is 

love." The Father and the Son abide in eternal and 

• Dan. xii. 3 ; I Peter v. 4 ; John xvii. 24 ; Matt, xxviii. 20 ; 
John XX. 22, 



MED. XII.] LOVE. 45 

essential love in the unity of the Holy Ghost, the 
Centre of the Father and of the Son.* Of this we can- 
not speak, and scarcely think worthily. The Divine 
Unity in Trinity is a joy of knowledge hereafter to be 
revealed in the light of God's countenance to them 
that are His. And yet, if the unity of the Father and 
the Son is the type and source of the unity of the 
Church, and of her members one with another, for 
whom Jesus prayed, "that they all may be One, as 
Thou, Father, art in Me and I in Thee, that they also 
may b^ One in Us" — if this be so, the love of the 
Son to the Father is the pattern of our love to God. 
O joy, O glory in the pattern ! O sorrow and shame 
in the copy ! O God of love, give me to behold that 
ocean of love which Thou art, so far as I can now 
behold it by faith and desire ; that I may plunge into 
love, and be baptized in love, like Thy Holy apostles 
and saints; like him who lay in Thy bosom, and 
dwelt in love; or like him who counted all things 
dung for Thee, and who longed to depart and be with 
Thee. Grant me at least not to be so alien from his 
mind who said : 

"Omnino me non satiaret Deus, nisi promitteret 
mihi seipsum Deum. Quid est tota terra ? Quid est 
totum mare? Quid est totum coelum? Quid sunt 
omnia sidera? Quid sol? Quid luna? Quid exer- 

' Synesius quoted by BulL Fid, Nic, Defensio^ lib. ii. cap. iii. 

'' Si caritas qui Pater diligit Filium et Patrem diligit Filius, 
ineflfabiliter communionem demonstrat amborum, quid con- 
venientius quam ut Ille dicatur caritas proprie, qui Spiritus 
est, communis ambobus.'' — S. Aug. dc Trin. Ub. yn. %. ^^i. 
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citus Angelorum ? Creatorem sitio : Ipsum esurio, 
Ipsum sitio, Ipsi dico, Quoniam apud Te est fons 
vitje." 7 

Amor sine onere portat.® All things would be easy 
to me, all things sweet, all things possible, if I could 
but love Thee with one glow of that fire of love, 
wherewith Thou, my God, lovest me. Then I should 
count toil nothing, reproach nothing, disappointment 
nothing, poverty nothing, persecution nothing; nor 
my life dear unto myself; but life and death would 
be both alike in Thee; since, whether I liyed, I 
should live unto Thee, or whether I died, I should 
die unto Thee ; so that living or dying I should be 
Thine. Oh may Thy love constrain me, and through 
me Thy people ! May ii draw us on, and on, and on, 
by the cords of the heart, until earth left behind, and 
self altogether abandoned, we be brought nigh unto 
Thee, and lose ourselves in Thy love; in love re- 
ceived, and in love given ; in loving and being loved ; 
not separating the one bliss from the other in the 
union and enjoyment of both ! 

But when I meditate, my Jesus, on Thy love to 
man, even although Thy human nature veils Thy 
perfection, I cnnnot particularize or describe it. Thy 
whole life was the greatest action of love, and Thy 
death even greater. Thou wast love shining through 
the flesh, shining brighter and brighter. From Thy 
Birth to Thy grave ; from Thy grave to Thy Ascen- 
sion, and from Thy Ascension until now, love shines 
and glows in every action. 
^ S, Aug. Serm. dviii. s. 7. ® Im. ChrisH, lib. iii. cap. v. 
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In shame, want, persecution, weariness, disap- 
pointment, labours, watchings, fastings, supplications, 
cautions, encouragements, instructions; in living, in 
dying, in rising, in reassuring Thy disciples, in ascend- 
ing, in interceding ; and in all Thy provision of grace 
and instruction, for the birth of souls, and their living ; 
for their health, and recovery, under every possible 
circumstance, love shines and glows. There was 
nothing which Thou didst not endure \ nothing which 
Thou didst not do, and which Thou dost not still do 
for Thy flock. Oh good Shepherd indeed ! Oh only 
good Shepherd ! 

Thou didst love from the first step to the last in 
redeeming us, and in preparing sanctification and glory 
for man. Thou didst love and dost love from the 
first step to the last, in calling each man to Thyself; 
regenerating, renewing, supporting, counselling, warn- 
ing; recalling, recovering, receiving back, retaining, 
restoring, perfecting, rewarding. Thou lovedst and 
lovest, not at one time, but always; not in one cir- 
cumstance, but in alL Thou lovest unto the end. 

What then ! Shall I make exceptions ? intermit ? 
fail in loving Thy loved ones ? Shall I love the child, 
not the youth ? the youth, not the man ? one age, not 
another? one man, not another? This is mere self- 
love and self-pleasing. Shall I love one class of men, 
not another ? Shall I be partial and fanciful ?^ Shall 

• " If the eye were to spend the care which it has for the 
whole body on the hand, and turning away from the other limbs 
attend to that alone, would it not injure the whole? Surely. 
So also we, if we bestow the love which ought to be extended 
to the whole Church of God upon one or two, we inyax^ csva- 
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I love only those who love me? Only those who 
love Thee ? Shall I not love all as Thine by redemp- 
tion ; and, if not Thine as yet by their loving Thee, 
Thine notwithstanding by Thy free love of them, 
waiting still to convert and absolve them? Shall I 
regard my own honour and rights, not wishing, like 
Moses, that all the Lord's people were prophets? 
Shall I regard my own wishes, and plans, and feelings, 
rather than the good of my flock ; less loving than 
she who was willing to part with the child of her 
bosom to save it ? Shall I not learn from the calm 
love of S. John,^^ and the ardent affection of S. 
Paul,^ to live in and for those to whom I am sent, 
and gladly to spend and be spent for them, even 
though the more abundantly I love the less I be loved? 
Yet this would only be for a time. Love wins, 
where all else is powerless. Not eloquence, nor 
station, nor zeal, nor learning, convert sinners, but 
the charity which suffereth long, and is kind j which 
envieth not; vaunteth not itself; is not puffed up; 
doth not behave itself unseemly; seeketh not her 
own; is not easily provoked; thinketh no evil; re- 
joiceth not in iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth; 
beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things. Hope is light, but love is warmth and fervour 
of heat It thaws, it melts. It is rather felt than 
beheld, like the breath of the Spring. If faith, visible 

selves, and them, and the whole. This love is human. But if 
it is not human, but you love for God*s sake, love alL" — S, 
Chrys. Horn, iL in 2 Thess. i» i John iil 

* J Cor. iv. ; 2 Cor. ii. I -4 ; GaL iv. 19, 2a 
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in the character, inspires confidence, and hope gains 
admiration, love wins affection. Those indeed give 
caknness and brightness to religion, but this gives it 
its sweetness; this finds its way to the heart. It 
takes wrath and enmity unawares; converts oppo- 
nents before they are convinced ; vanquishes without 
humiliating, and changes them from foes into friends. 
The sneer passes into the smile; the reproach into 
greetings; opposition into assistance. Oh miracles 
of love ! Oh transforming, quickening power of love ! 
Why do my people know so Httle of thy effects, but 
because I know so little of them myself? Most 
loving Father, most loving Son, most loving Spirit, 
Trinity in Unity, teach me to love Thee and Thine. 
Thou who art love, bum in me and kindle me, and 
through me, bum in Thy people and kindle them also. 
" Nihil sapiat, nihil delectet, nihil alliciat, nisi Tu, 
Jesu Christe. Totus sis mens, totus sim Tuus, et fiat 
cor meum unum tecum, nihil me judicans scire, vel 
amare, vel affectare nisi Te solum, et Tuos in Te." 
Amen. 

MEDITATION XIII. 

" And could not find what they might do : for all the people 
were very attentive to hear Him." — LMke xix, 48. 

ALL the people hung upon Thee,^ lost to the 
■^^^ world and to themselves in hearing Thee ; and 
no marvel, for ^^ never man spake as this Man." 
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Far be it from me to teach on my own authority ; to 
attempt to utter new truths, or try to do anything but 
humbly copy Thee. Who shall teach like the Word ? 
who explain like the Eternal Wisdom ? who persuade, 
as He from whom the Holy Ghost Himself for ever 
proceedeth ? But yet, O Blessed Jesus, Thou wouldest 
surely be my Pattern in this, as in every thing else. I 
am bound to follow, at whatever distance, in Thy 
steps ; it is my only safety to do so ; my only hope 
of speaking effectually for Thee. 

Did not Moses put his spirit upon Joshua ? Didst 
Thou not say, " As my Father hath sent Me, even so 
send I you?" Have I any other choice, and can I 
have any other help, than that of observing Thee, 
and copying Thee in such degree, as Thou wilt 
enable me to do by Thy grace ? 

Oh cleanse Thou mine eyes to see Thee, and mine 
ears to hear Thee, whilst I seek to learn how to preach 
from Thee, and to mark the words of grace proceeding 
out of Thy mouth. 

First, I admire the singleness of Thy holy purpose. 
Thou seemest to speak straight from the Father of 
spirits to the spirits of which He is Father \ knowing 
both the mind of the Parent and the mind of the 
children. "No man knoweth the Father but the 
Son ; " " The only begotten Son which is in the bosom 
of the Father, He hath declared Him." He that 
knoweth God can truly speak of Him. 

Then, Thou knowest us, both as Thou art God 
and as Thou art man. As God Thou knowest the 
very secrets of the heart. Thou understandest our 
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thoughts long before. As man also, tempted in all 
points like as we are, touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities. Thou knowest by the tenderest compassion 
all the movements of our hearts. Knowing all, and 
loving all. Thou spakest to all, that is, to the hearts of 
all, marking what each required and each desired, the 
yearnings, conscious or unconscious, of their hearts ; 
their griefs, their fears, their excitements, their despon- 
dency, their ignorance, their errors, or whatsoever 
caused them to need Thee, and made Thee hasten to 
help them. True knowledge of God, true sympathy, oh 
that I had these ! then should I not preach so much 
in vain. O Blessed Jesus, give me these ! Grant me 
to say, with true knowledge, " I speak that which I 
have seen.'' Grant me to say, with true love and 
sympathy, " Come, all ye that labour and are heavy 
laden." 

2. There was in Thee such love of God the Father, 
and loyalty to Him, that Thou hadst no respect at all 
to the judgment of man. There was in Thee so high 
a regard for the souls of Thy hearers, that there was 
none at all for their praise, or their blame. Thou 
didst not only preach simple and easy truths, intelli- 
gible to all, and acceptable to all; but didst openly 
and in public denounce sins, and preach high 
mjrsteries which Thou knewest would offend Thine 
enemies and estrange Thy friends.^ All Thy hearers 

• However carefully we ought to inquire when and how high 
mysteries and unpopular duties and doctrines are to be preached, 
we cannot doubt that they must be preached. Christ might haN^ 
declared the doctrine of the Eucharisl ^uvaX^^^ ^js"^^ ^v^^^ccax 
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knew Thee a fearless preacher of truth and righteous^ 
ness, however startling they might be, however un- 
popular. Thine own enemies confessed, "Thou art 
true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
carest Thou for any man : for Thou regardest not the 
person of men." 

O Blessed Jesus, grant me no longer to fear man, 
whose breath is in his nostrils, but to speak boldly as 
I ought to speak, whether men will hear, or whether 
they will forbear. Grant me to seek no other end in 
my preaching than Thy glory, and the salvation of 
souls ; to regard no blame, and to endure no praise 
but Thine. Grant me to stand in awful calmness 
between Thee above, and Thy people below, speaking 
to them for Thee. Grant me not to see their eyes, 
nor hear their words, yet to discern their hearts ; and 
with the fearless solicitude of love to say whatever 
they require, with such majesty and love that they 
shall forget me altogether, and receive the message as 
coming from Thee ; and may it so come. 

3. And having to speak straight from the All-Holy 
God to sinful and lost men, bringing medicine to the 
hungry, bread to the famishing; with only one pur- 
pose in view, the glory of the Father in the salvation 
of the children, how simple is the language of Thy 
message! Full of grace are Thy lips, full of the 

of Baptismal regeneration to Nicodemus ; but He did not. He 
preached it openly in a sermon, without explanation, to enemies 
who were exasperated, and to friends who were offended. (John 
vi. 41, 52, 60, 66.) The same preaching of high mysteries 
openly to those who would not receive them appears in cliapters 
vii. vjii. X., and elsewhere. 
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beauty of truth, the beauty of love, of tendeniess 
and compassion ; and how simple ! attractive, not by 
mighty words, but by the great things which Thy 
words represent, and no more than represent Figura- 
tive language, with Thee, is one truth, truthfully setting 
forth another. All the waters of Thy stream are un- 
coloured, and clear as crystal. In Thy garden all 
things scent the air with their own sweetness, and 
shine in their own light. O Blessed Lord, grant me 
to be so possessed with the awful truth and holiness 
of that which I have to preach, and so to feel with 
those hearts to whom I speak, that I may have a 
true and simple eloquence, and convey Thy streams 
uncontaminated with earthly admixtures, clear and 
sincere to the souls which thirst for Thee. 

4. In Thee was no inconsistency between word 
and deed. Thy life was preaching expressed in 
actions; Thy preaching was Thy life expressed in 
Thy words. Meekest of the meek ; poor in spirit ; 
dead to the world; pure without spot; peacemaker 
indeed; Thy meat and drink righteousness; for- 
giving, enduring ; labouring in good works ; praying ; 
doing .all for God and all for man, and nothing for 
self; well couldst Thou commend all the actions 
and virtues of Thy Gospel. Goodness and love were 
expressed in every glance of Thine eyes, every tone 
of thy voice, and in all which men knew of Thee. 
No wonder that they listened, and learned, hung on 
Thy lips, and sat at Thy feet But I — I — I — who 
preach what I practise not, recommend what I Ion^ 
not,. exhort to be what I am nol*, no v^ow^^x ^iasax^ 
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am so useless and powerless. I will blame not my 
hearers, but myself only. O Blessed Jesus, make 
me to live better, that I may preach better. Grant 
that their being with me, and knowing me, may not 
disappoint and repel those who hear me, and who 
would otherwise come to Thee by my ministry; but 
that, as S. John and S. Andrew, after they saw 
where Thou dwelledst, and abode with Thee awhile, 
were the more sure that they had found the Messias ; 
so may my life, or rather Thy life in me, verify my 
words and seal the message of salvation to those 
whom I teach. 

Let there not any longer be that space between 
me and the truths which I teach; as if they and I 
had no union one with the other. Alas ! I seem to 
stand apart from them and touch them, and put them 
in motion as a piece of machinery, whilst I am un- 
moved, detached, and separate. May this be so no 
more. May Thy truths live in me, and I by them. 
May they move me ; then my hearers ; may they be 
united by faith with the preacher, and through him, with 
Thy people, and thus may we all be united to Thee.* 

5. In Thee, also, O Blessed Jesus, dwelt all Truth, 
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. Not so 
in me. Ignorant, forgetful, foolish, I am ; but may I 
never execute my office carelessly, and without due 
preparation; but, by repairing to Thee with prayer 
and meditation and study, may I be enabled to speak 
as I ought to speak, with a well-grounded confidence 
in Thy aid, and with the help of Thy grace. 

' 0-vyK€Kfa/jLivo$ ry irLjTei tois dKoO<ra<riy, Heb. iv. 2» 



MED. XIV.] CATECHIZING. SS 



MEDITATION XIV. 

''And it came to pass, that after three days they found Him in the 
temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, 
and asking them questions. And all that heard Him were 
astonished at His understanding and answers." — Z.i/>6^ii.46,47. 

JESUS being catechized!* What a thought for 
teachers and learners ! Who shall despise, who 
neglect an exercise honoured by such a sanction as this? 

Moreover, I observe that this was my Master's way 
of instructing His disciples. Thus He elicited St. 
Peter's grand confession ; and thus He instructed him 
in His divine nature.* 

Nor is there any method so effectual to attract and 
retain the attention of learners ; to exercise the mind 
and the heart ; to lead them forward as they are ready 
to advance ; and to fix the results in the souls of the 
hearers, as their own belief, elicited, corrected, formed, 
and fixed at last by expression. Moreover, it enables 
us to ascertain the state of knowledge and belief in 
those whom we catechize. And, besides, how strictly 
has the Church bound this duty upon me !^ 

What is there, then, which makes me so dull and so 
inefficient in this most necessary and useful act of my 

s We could not press the word itrepun-ioin-a by itself, although 
itreptbrrifia means an answer to a question (i Peter iii. 21), 
because it is frequently used in the New Testament without any 
such strict signification ; but the mention of Christ's answers, 
reus aTOKpL(T€(Ttv avToO (verse 47), justifies our giving it this sense 
in the passage here quoted. * Matt. xvL 13 ; xvii. 2^^ x<S« 

7 Rubrics of the Catechism, andCaDoa^bu 
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ministry ? Is it not partly from not having meditated, 
and thought out for myself, the connexion of divine 
truths, and holy duties, one with another ; how one 
springs forth from another, and is truly involved in it ? 
Is it not from the want of a holy tranquillity and 
collectedness, as of one speaking before God, and for 
God? Is it not from my need of true sympathy? 
from failing to enter into the minds and feelings of 
my scholars, so as by love, to be at once in two 
persons, in my scholar, as well as myself; asking and 
answering; teaching and learning all the while? Is 
it from want of tender affection for those whom Thou 
hast taken into Thine arms and blessed, and not to 
love whom is not to love Thee ? God forbid ! 

Whatever it is, O blessed Jesus, which hinders Thy 
work, O take it away ! What is wanting supply. Give 
me a holy calmness, a holy thoughtfulness, a loving 
and watchful fellow-feeling and sympathy. Teach me 
to teach. Be Thou to me, and in me, the Master ; 
and may Thy humility and teachableness descend first 
upon me, and then upon those to whom Thou hast 
£ent me. Amen. 



MEDITATION XV. 
JPrdiate (B^planatioiu 

^ But without a parable spake He not unto them ; and when 
they were alone, He expounded all things to His disciples." 

Mark iv. 34. 

T KNOW that there is much to be learned; and 

^ only to be learned when alone with Thee, Blessed 

Jesus, apart from the multitude. Thus only can I 
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apply Thy words to myself, weigh them, make sure 
of them, lay them up in my heart and my mind. 

But if this special instruction is so needful to 
myself; if neither my ignorance, nor my coldness 
and indifference will yield to general teaching and 
exhortation, should I not do for Thy sheep, so far as 
I can, what I beseech thee, O Thou Chief Shepherd, 
to do for myself? Should I not follow my sermons 
from the church into the house, and explain that 
which was misunderstood, and enforce that which was 
lightly regarded? Should I not watch to supply by 
private intercourse the defects of my public teaching ? 
Have I not sworn "with all faithful diligence to 
banish and drive away all erroneous and strange doc- ' 
trines contrary to God's word, and to use both public 
and private monitions and exhortations, as need shall 
require and occasion shall offer." 

Alas! how many there are who are ignorant, not 
only of the rules of the Church and her holy order 
of devotion, of the meaning of her services, of the 
principles of worship, but of the very faith of the 
Gospel ! How many have forgotten, or never under- 
stood, the very Articles of the Creed, the first prin- 
ciples of the faith by which we are to be saved ! 

Oh the ignorance of my flock ! Oh the hardness, 
the dulness, the coldness, the wickedness resulting 
therefrom ! Oh my past negligence, my present in- 
constancy, and want of persevering toil in instruction ! 
Have mercy upon us, O most merciful Saviour ; upon 
Thy wandering sheep, and a thrice wandering pastor I 
Lay not their sins to my charge •, but ^^x^oxs. ^^ ^^asx.. 
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and make the future far other. Give me, O Thou 
Teacher of teachers, fervent love and compassion for 
those who are ignorant of Thee and Thy truths ; an 
unwearied watchfulness which, will profit by every oc- 
casion ; much patience, and gentleness, and genuine 
sympathy. Grant me never to count it a poor thing 
and a burden to instruct, one by one, those who 
cannot be instructed together; to seek them out in 
their leisure, to overcome their false shame by my 
love and humilit}', and to rejoice whilst instructing 
by littie and litde, even as Thou, Lord, teachest me ; 
never weary of my dulness, who in Thy sight am but 
as a child in heavenly truths ; nay, would that I were 
even a child — as humble, as docile. 

" Freely ye have received, freely give." These are 
Thy words ; may they henceforth be my rule, my rule 
of gratitude and of love ; and may I ever remember, 
that whilst I leave others in darkness, I must also be 
dark; but, when I labour to enlighten them, I shall 
be enlightened by Thee, " in whom are hid all the 
treasures of wisdom and knowledge." 

O Thou who didst bear with the mistakes of Thy 
apostles, and didst wash the feet of Thy creatures, 
grant me to blush and grieve at heart that ever I 
should think any good work unworthy of me. Nay, 
hast Thou not borne with my slowness and dulness, 
or what should I know ? Hast Thou not washed my 
feet? or I should have no part in Thee, for ever. In 
the house, by the well, on the shore, in the fields ; one 
by one, as well as by thousands. Thou, Blessed Jesus, 
didst teach, and still dost teach. Teach me the value 
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of one soul in Thy sight, the value of the least ray of 
Thy truth ; lest my one worthless soul should be lost, 
and my little ray of light should be justly withdrawn. 



MEDITATION XVI. 
2rntcrcefi(0iom 

" Wherefore He is able also to save them to the uttermost that 
come imto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them." — Heb, vii. 25. 

T 1 rnO shall limit the efficacy of intercession ; since 
it is nothing else than calling for the boundless 
mercy of God, after the pattern and in virtue of the 
great Intercessor ; copying His charity, and pleading 
His merits on behalf of those for whom He shed His 
own precious Blood ? By intercession, Sodom would 
have been spared had it contained ten righteous men ; 
or perhaps even less, if Abraham had continued to 
plead. By intercession, Moses saved Israel in the 
wilderness, again and again. Thy last night, O Blessed 
Jesus, was spent in intercession.® Thou didst depart 
from the world in order to intercede;' and in de- 
parting, didst save Thy murderers by intercession. 
Having departed. Thou dost for ever intercede for us ; 
yea, for each one of us; saving Simon by special 
intercession ;^ and pleading for Stephen that he might 
have the glory of persevering unto the end, and of 

■ John xvii. ^ • Ibid. xiv. 16; xvi. 7, 

^ Luke xxiL 31, 32. 
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becoming the leader of Thy glorious army of martyrs.^ 
The Liturgy of the Church is an intercession, ordered 
by Thy blessed apostle.^ Thy prophet declares that 
intercession is our very office, " I have set watchmen 
upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, which shall never hold 
their peace day nor night : ye that make mention of 
the Lord, keep not silence, and give Him no rest, till 
He establish, and till He make Jerusalem a praise in 
the earth." * 

Why should I require to be exhorted to a duty 
which is my greatest privilege, refuge, and consola- 
tion ? For when the Church is distracted, what can I 
do but fly to Thee, and lay the sorrows of the Body 
before the Head ? When my flock is diseased, when 
schisms rend, scandals offend ; when religion freezes, 
but the world inflames; when my preaching is un- 
heard, my rebukes offend, my plans fail, whither, 
whither can I fly but to Thee ? What can I do but 
spread, like Hezekiah, my griefs before Thee, and 

' ** Sedet quasi Judex vivorum et mortuorum : stat quasi 
advocatus suorum. Stabat ergo quasi sacerdos, quando Patri 
hostiam boni mart3Tis offerebat : stabat quasi bono luctatori 
bravium tanti praesul certaminis redditurus." — S. Amb. De Fid, 
lib. iii. cap. vii. Assistance, interest, and the permanence of 
the Divine Nature were also supposed by different Fathers to 
be signified by the position in which St Stephen saw the Lord. 

» I Tim. iL I. 

* Isa. Ixii. 6, 7. "Ye that are the Lord's remembrancers." 
(Marginal reading.) This intercession and perpetual service the 
Chtirch seciures, saying, "And all Priests and Deacons are to 
say daily the Morning and Evening Prayer either privately or 
openly f not being let," &c ; i.e. they are to pray by all means; 
their prayers at any rate are not to faiL 
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entreat Thee to do what I cannot do, to remedy my 
failures, and to bless my weak labours ? Nay, I can 
lay, and because I can, I ought to lay, not only all my 
sorrows in one before Thee, but each separately. This 
wandering sheep, and that, O good Shepherd, I can- 
not recall, but Thou canst. I have spoken in vain, 
speak Thou. I have called, pleaded, exhorted, and 
was unheard. O Chief Shepherd of the sheep, I 
resign the case into Thine hands ; not flying from my 
responsibility, but acknowledging my helplessness ; 
not in anger, but in love; not in accusation, but in 
intercession; and since hereafter I must give an 
account with grief, if not with joy, let me fly to Thee, 
before it is too late, and place the sick in Thy hands 
ere the diseases of their souls have become incurable. 
I plead for this man in his riches, for that in his 
poverty ; for this in his health, for that in his sickness ; 
this in his hardness, that in his penitence; for this 
child which seems to have gone back, for this which 
appears to grow in grace ; for this unstable one, this 
passionate one, this anxious one, this thoughtless one, 
this communicant, . this Christian who refuses even 
Thee ; this sinner, that he may break his bonds ; this 
old man, that he may turn to Thee, and omit nothing 
that is necessary to make his peace before he dies; 
for each of these I plead. I would imitate Thee, O 
Intercessor of men. Teach me to do for these. Thy 
sheep, that which Thou hast done for me. Plead, 
Gracious Saviour, more for me, than I do for them ; 
in order that I may have grace to intercede more and 
more earnestly for the people cotomWX.^^ \a "ck^ 



62 BRINGING TO COMMUNION, [med. xvii. 

charge. Let Thy Intercession give both life and 
efficacy to mine ; and, as my prayers for others derive 
all their hope, all their power from Thine, so let them 
also seek to be more like Thine in charity and 
perseverance. O Thou great Intercessor, intercede, I 
beseech Thee, for me and mine, and in me and mine ; 
and suffer me not to sin against the Lord by ceasing 
to pray for His souls. 

"And all who need Thy great mercy; and those 
who love us, and those who hate; and those who 
have desired us unworthy to make mention of them 
in our prayers; and all Thy people remember, O 
Lord, our God, and upon all pour out Thy rich 
pity, to all performing their requests for salvation; 
. and those of whom I have not made mention, through 
ignorance, forgetfulness, or number of names, do 
Thou Thyself remember, O God."^ 



« 



MEDITATION XVII. 
^rinsiitff ^\xv&X\xcc& to ()oIp Commttntoiu 

Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink His 
blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth My flesh, and 
drinketh My blood, hath eternal life ; and I will raise him up 
at the last day. For My flesh is meat indeed, and My blood 
is drink indeed. He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My 
blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in Him. As the living Father 
hath sent Me, and I live by the Father : so he that eateth Me, 
even he shall live by Me. This is that bread which came 

* Bp. Andrewes. The Fourth Day. 
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down from heaven : not as your fathers did eat manna, and 
are dead : he that eateth of this bread shall live for ever."-»- 
John vi. 53-58. 

T OBSERVE that the holy company of the apostles, 
in type of the whole Church, communicated at 
the first Eucharist; and that all the early Christians 
were communicants.® And, oh, my Manna, my Life, 
my only true Joy, can I now have any happiness 
greater than this, or equal to this ? To sit down with 
my beloved people at Thy table, and to feast with 
Thee in the purest love and delight, in foretaste of 
the heavenly feast, which needs no renewal, but is 
continuous and eternal in Thy presence, which is the 
feast everlasting, what pleasure can I have to be com- 
pared with this? But contrasted in this, and in all 
other respects, with the ministrations of the Chief 
Shepherd, and with those of the early pastors of -the 
Church, what do mine now appear?'' Oh, woe is me 
that my people neglect the Sacrifice, though the wrath 
be hot against sin ; that they do not show forth that 
Death, which is the only propitiation ; do not seek the 
Manna, though they be yet in the wilderness ; nor the 
medicine, although they be sick ! Woe is me that 
the Bread of Life, the Flesh, which is meat indeed, 
the antidote of death, and salve of immortality ; the 
Blood which is shed for remission of sins, the Body 
which unites all Christians in one in Itself ; That by 
which Christ would fain dwell in them, they dwelling 

• Acts ii. 42 ; I Cor. x. 17. 

^ "And note that every Parisln'oner shall communicate d 
kast three times in the year." — Rubric ^ 
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in Him ; That, without which they have no life, but 
by which they have Him who is Life — this purifying, 
sustaining, immortalizing, glorifying, ineffable gift; 
this gift, which is nothing less than the Giver ; nothing 
less than Thyself, O adorable Saviour, with all Thy 
merits, and all Thy efficacy, and all Thy indescribable 
happiness — this Heaven on earth is coldly refused, and 
passed by, as men pass that which they despise or 
dislike ! 

Terrible is the disease ; terrible also the risk. Awful 
the neglect, and awful the consequence ; fearful in its 
cause, and fearful too in effect. 

O woe is me 1 woe is me ! I cannot disengage 
myself from my flock, if I would; my sins are too 
often theirs, and theirs mine. O help me, Thou Who 
didst institute Thy Sacrament, Thou Who art the 
Life of the Sacrament, to bring those, for whom 
Thou didst shed Thy precious blood, to Thee in Thy 
Sacrament. May I, and all the communicants of my 
flock, so shine before men that they may search out 
the secret of our life, and find that it is Thou. 

May I never cease to prepare the unfit ; to exhort 
the unwilling ; to inform the ignorant ; to encourage 
the timid; to instruct the scrupulous; to watch for 
opportunities, when the heart is soft through chastise- 
ments or deliverances ; to know when to speak, and 
when to wait in silence and hope; to speak by the 
power of Thy Spirit, or to be silent with prayer. May 
I labour in the work with patience and sweetness; 
not driving, but guiding; persuading and winning; 
drawing men by an evident power of love to Thee 
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Who art love, and Who waitestjn Thy Sacrament of 
love, to bestow the fruits of Thy love on the children 
of Thy love, and to fill them with love toward God 
and toward man. 



MEDITATION XVIII. 
Ptepairation of tl^nu abottt to Commttnitate* 

"Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into His 
hands, and that He was come from God, and went to God ; 
He riseth from supper, and laid aside His garments; and 
took a towel, and girded Himself. After that He poureth 
water into a bason, and began to wash the disciples' feet; 
and to wipe them with the towel wherewith He was girded. 
Then cometh He to Simon Peter : and Peter saith unto Him, 
Lord, dost Thou wash my feet? Jesus answered and said 
unto him. What I do Thou knowest not now ; but thou shalt 
know hereafter. Peter saith unto Him, Thou shalt never 
wash my feet Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou 
hast no part with Me. Simon Peter saith unto Him, Lord, 
not my feet only, but also my hands and my head. Jesus 
saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his 
feet, but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all." 

yohn xiii. 3-10. 

AS Christ our Passover was foreshown by the 
•^^ Paschal Lamb, so the Gospel feast succeeded 
that of the law, fulfilling and over-fulfilling its type. 
Surely then the preparation for it should also exceed 
that for the Passover, and the leaven of evil should 
be more utterly cast out I observe in the sacred 
history care taken by my Lord, in order both that the 
first feast and the second should be duly and solemnly 
held. Two of the disciples are sent for^wax^ v^i ^\&r 
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pare what is needful ; S. Peter and S. John, that is 
holy action and holy contemplation.® These ask for 
the room, which is a figure of the heart, and in this 
they make ready. But chiefly. Blessed Jesus, are Thy 
holiness. Thy knowledge. Thy care. Thy humility. 
Thy condescension, Thy love, manifested in Thy 
marvellous preparation ot Thy disciples themselves 
for Thy yet more marvellous feast. ^ I behold, indeed, 
herein the whole mystery of the Incarnation in which 
Thou didst lay aside the robe of Thy Divine glory ; 
didst take upon Thee the form of a servant; didst 
Thyself wash us fi:om our sins ; didst resume Thy 
garments; and didst sit down for ever in Heaven 
with Thy holy ones:^ but I also see Thee washing 
the feet of those already cleansed. It is Thine own 
word, both that the baptized have no need of a 
second baptism; and that they require purification 
from the sins of infirmity, which they daily contract 
in their pilgrimage through the world. ^ This purifi- 

® Theophylact, Cat. Aur, 

' It is here assumed that the washing of the feet followed the 
Passover, and preceded the Institution of the Eucharist. There 
are, however, different views on the subject, and the harmony 
of the events is very hard to discover. 

1 S. Aug. Tr. Iv. § 7, in Johan Ev, 

' " He that is washed [with an abiding washing, XeXov/A^or] 
needeth not but to wash his feet " [with a washing which may be 
repeated, W^cur^ai]. Tertullian applies XeXovyu^^os to Baptism. 
De BapHsmOf cap. xii. " Homo in sancto quidem Baptismo 
totus abluitur, non prseter pedes, sed totus omnino: verum 
tamen cum in rebus humanis postea vivitur utique terra calcatur.'* 
S. Aug. Tr. Ivi. § 4. S. Aug. applies the washing to constant 
intercession on Christ's part, and constant use of the Lord's 
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cation Thou providest for us above, and teachest us 
how to obtain here on earth. But specially Thou 
seemest anxious that they should obtain it who were 
presently about to receive Thy Sacred Body and 
Blood. 

Grant me, then, I beseech Thee, Blessed Jesus, not 
to approach Thine altar careless and unprepared; 
not formally and hastily ; not with unwashed feet, lest 
I sin against Thee and my own soul, and therein 
against my flock. For if I wound myself I wound 
them. My coldness will soon be theirs ; my deadness 
to spiritual things, my not perceiving Thee in Thy 
Sacrament, my earthly -mindedness, consequent on 
careless and unready communions, will not rest with 
me, but will go on to those of whose souls I must 
give an account, as well as of my own. 

O most merciful, most loving Jesus, grant me never 

to cease watching over the souls of those whom Thou 

invitest to Thy feast, and who desire to embrace Thy 

blessed invitation; never to cease labouring, that 

none may approach Thee uncleansed, but that by 

diligent preparation they may discover their sins of 

infirmity, and by repentance and confession to Thee, 

whether through our unworthy ministry, or without 

it, as Thou shalt teach them, they may purge them 

away before they communicate. Happy will they be, 

prayer on ours. "Christ sent two of His disciples before to 
make ready the upper room, where He would keep His maundy 
with Hb apostles ; our faith and repentance, as two messengers, 
must prepare beforehand the upper roioms of our souls. 

"Christ washes His disciples' feet, before lie did eat with 
them, or they with Him," — Sutton's Mcdiiaiiimiy ca.'"^, -ik^^ 
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and happy shall I be, if only sins of infirmity be. 
found in them, through this constant watchfulness 
and unceasing attention. Oh teach me to stoop to 
the weakness of the weakest, and to count nothing 
beneath me ; that Thou also mayest wash my feet, and 
make me less and less unworthy to " preach the gospel 
of peace and bring glad tidings of good things"^ to 
Thy chosen. 

MEDITATION XIX. 

" And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith 
unto them. Receive ye the Holy Ghost : Whose soever sins 
ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever 
sins ye retain, they are retained." — John xx. 22, 23. 

HTHREE times, my Shepherd, my Priest, and my 
■■" King, didst Thou commit the power of absolving 
to Thy Church ; to S. Peter first, in token of unity, 
and twice to the Twelve, in token of diffusion.* 
Surely it was no light gift which was thus bestowed ; 
which, as Son of Man, Thou didst earn by Thy 
Passion, and dost possess by Thy Victory.^ 

And oh, with what mercy and power didst Thou 
exercise this saving grace upon earth, when Thou 
didst send away Mary Magdalene filled with the 
peace of Thy pardon, and didst absolve the paralytic 

' Origen, Catena^ Ed. Cramer. 

^ The Commission in the text is addressed to all of the twelve 
who were present. One was absent. One had fallen, and was 
gone to his own place. ^ Isa. xxii. 22; Rev. i. 18; iil 7» 
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man before he was healed in the body. I know that 
Thy absolution is very different from mine, and yet 
mine is the administration of Thine. Thine indeed 
was purchased by Thy sufferings, is effected by Thy 
Spirit, and is bestowed in Thine own Name.® Thine 
is no erring key. After Thy opening there is no 
shutting: nor after Thy shutting remains any other 
opening. Thou art harsh to none; still less dost 
Thou exclude any who are meet for Thy mercy ; nor 
dost Thou ever pardon the insincere. 

My office is to administer Thy grace; to act in 
Thy name.^ I am nothing, less than nothing. I can 
but loose the bands of those whom Thou hast raised 
from death.^ I err in judgment :^ I am wanting both 
in holy mercy and in holy strictness. I need to have 

• Luke V. 20 ; vii. 48. 

^ See the forms of Absolution used by our Church. 

8 " Ipse quidem voce de sepulchro suscitavit, Ipse clamando 
animam reddidit ... fit hoc in corde poenitentis : cum audis 
hominem poenitere peccatorum suorum, jam revixit : cum audis 
hominem confitendo proferre conscientiam, jam de sepulchro 
eductus est, sed nondum solutus est Quando solvitur? A 
quibus solvitur? Quae solveritis, inquit," &c — S. Aug. Serm. 11. 
in Ps. d. § 3, and in other places to the same effect 

' The objection that the Apostles knew the hearts of those 
whom they absolved has no foundation. S. Paul does not seem 
to have known the character of Demas ; and S. Philip baptized 
Simon Magus for the remission of sin. If S. John knew those of 
whom he says ** they were not of us," before ** they went out," 
he does not seem to have acted upon his knowledge. Bishops 
might hesitate quite as much to ordain and confirm, and priests to 
administer the Eucharist, as to absolve, if such knowledge were 
requisite ; but there is not a shadow of proof that it ever existed 
in the Church, and much which implies iht coxvVc^x'^ ^>K^-^<a»ioss«u 
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my own sins absolved continually, and my sacred 
office is my continual reproach and abasement. Yet 
it is Thy pardon which is conveyed from Thee through 
me to Thy penitents, however unworthy Thy instru- 
ment. Thou hast commissioned me by Thy Church ; 
and penitents like Mary, may hear through me Thy 
pardoning voice. 

Freely I have received, let me then freely give ; yet 
with due caution and great reverence. Let not Thy 
pearls be trodden under foot through me. Preserve 
me ^oth from laxity and from severity. Give me of 
Thy sweetness, that none may fear to draw near and 
open their grief; and of Thy wisdom such measure 
as may suffice for the discharge of my ministry. O 
Saviour of sinners, grant to all penitents who come to 
Thee through me, the sorrow, the love, the humility 
of Mary Magdalene ; her holy perseverance, her bold- 
ness in Thy service, her intense devotion. Keep me 
from vain curiosity, and from evil thoughts ; from 
haste and carelessness ; from roughness or foolish 
kindness or timidity. Speak by me, and work through 
me, worthless vessel, senseless tool, as I am. Oh let 
me never, never be without Thee, when I seek to act 
in Thy name ; and at the last day may I hear Thy 
pardoning words, O Thou that shuttest, and no man 
openeth; and openest, and no man shutteth. Say 
in that day, I beseech Thee, "Go in peace; thy 
sins are forgiven thee f nay, say not " Go " — may I 
never go, blessed Jesus, from Thee ; but may I rather 
hear " Come, blessed child of my Father, inherit the 
kingdom." Amen. 
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MEDITATION XX. 

3fe0iut Celebrating t^z (Ctttlftattet 

" And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to the disciples, and said, Take, eat; 
this is My body. And He took the cup, and gave thanks, 
and gave it to them, saying. Drink ye all of it ; for this is My 
blood of the New Testament, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins." — Matt, xxvi, 26-28. 

A S the sacramental action consists in doing what 
"•^ Thou didst, O Thou one, Thou true, eternal, 
perfect. High Priest and Intercessor, surely also the 
mind and spirit in which Thou didst speak and act is 
an example to Thy priesthood;^ and how shall we 
dare to imitate the outward action without seeking to 
conform ourselves also to the inward ? 

But, alas ! how am I to follow Thy devotion and to 
imitate Thy love ? How am I, like Thee, to be lost 
to every thought and feeling but those which belong 
to this most awful and most blessed action? How 
shall I venture even to picture Thee to myself; and 

^ ** Si in sacrificio quod Christus obtulerit, non nisi Christus 
sequendus est : utique id nos obaudire et tacere oportet, quod 
Christus fecit, et quod faciendum esse mandavit . . . Nam 
si Jesus Christus, Dominus et Deus Noster, ipse est summus 
sacerdos Dei Patris, et sacrificium Patri se ipsum primus obtuUt, 
et hoc fieri in sui commemorationem prteccpit : utique ille sacer- 
dos vice Christi vere fungitur, qui id quod Christus fecit imitatur : 
et sacrificium verum et plenum tunc offert in Ecclesia Deo Patri, 
si sic incipiat offerre secundum quod ipsum Christum videat 
obtulisse." — Cyp. Ep, ad Cacilium, 
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to hear and see Thee as at the institution of this 
sacrament? Yet surely I should do this that I niay 
be humbled more deeply, and may tread hereafter 
more carefully at Thine altar; and that, being so 
humbled, I may be Hfted up to some Httle height of 
holy devotion and religious joy ; that I may perceive 
the Holy of Holies when I pass through the veil, that 
when Heaven and earth become one, and Thou the 
Lamb art standing as slain ^ in the midst of the 
throne, I may sing in spirit with angels and saints, 
" Worthy is the Lamb that was slain." 

I behold Thee, then, the true Melchizedek, the 
Melchizedek for ever, with the bread and wine pre- 
pared for the sacrifice and the feast I hear Thee 
bless and consecrate the gifts. I behold Thee dispense 
them to Thy people. 

But there was far more at that holy rite than met 
the eyes of Thine Apostles. It was Thyself which 
Thou gavest, saying, "This is my body;" Thyself, 
therefore, who in the same mystery wast presented to 
the Father, as our sacrifice.^ Thou didst plead the 

' Rev. V. 6. 

' ** Ferebatur manibus suis." — S. Aug. Enaar, i. in Ps. xxxiiL 
§ lo. It is too often argued that Christ only spoke figuratively 
because He was present in His living body when He said ** This 
is my Body." Here, however, is a writer of unrivalled depth 
and acuteness accepting this assumed impossibility, nay, courting 
it by this bold imqualified statement. Now there is abundance 
of evidence that S. Augustine did not hold a figurative sense, 
and still more that he did not believe Christ to have two bodies. 
Such a statement therefore from him shows that he believed in 
a real presence of Christ's Body and Blood in the Eucharist, 
in a manner alike superior to any physical or philosophical 
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one ^eat sacrifice to come, the bloody sacrifice so 
soon to be offered on the Cross, never to be repeated,' 
but for ever saving. Thyself the Priest, Thyself the 
Sacrifice. Oh with what obedience toward God, and 
with what unspeakable love towards man didst Thou' 
thus offer Thyself in the Upper room, as well as on 
the Cross! Thou didst offer to do and suffer all 
that God's glory, all that our salvation, could require. 
That which was future was made present, as now is 
that which is past. 

Is it true that Thy first Sacrament is ours, and 
ours is that? Do I tread in Thy steps, and as a 
visible priest act for Thee, the Invisible ? Am I Thy 
representative ? Dost Thou speak by me and act by 
me? Is it Thou who dost bless? Thou who dost 
offer? and Thou who art offered?* 

objections, and independent of any aid or defence supposed to be 
given to it by the doctrine of Transubstantiation, which, indeed, 
is nothing else than an attempt by one philosophical theory to 
meet the assaults of another. See Catech, Trident, Part ii. cap. 

iv. § 31- 

* ** Etsi nunc Christus non videtur offerre, tamen ipse offertur 
in terris, quando Christi corpus offertur. Immo ipse offerre 
manifestatur in nobis, cujus sermo sanctificat sacrificium quod 
offertur." — S. Amb. in Ps. xxxviii. In this passage and again, 
De Off, lib. i. cap. xlviii., he calls the legal sacrifices, umbra; 
the Christian, imago ; that for ever offered in Heaven, Veritas. 

"The priesthood is exercised indeed upon earth, but has the 
order of heavenly things, and that very meetly ; for not man, 
nor angel, nor archangel, nor any other created power, nor the 
Paraclete Himself, has set in order this office, and has persuaded 
those yet remaming in the flesh to represent the ministration 
of angels. Wherefore he who is consecrated ought to be as 
pure as if he stood in the Heavens amongst tho%^ ^Qr«^\^ « « < 
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What do I, a sinner of unclean lips, speaking Thy 
words, and pleading Thee before the Father m 
Heaven? What do I, a sinner of unclean hands^ 
holding Thy Body and Blood? I indeed need "to 
offer up sacrifice first for my own sins, and then for 
the people's," but Thou art holy, harmless, undefiledy 
and separate from sinners. Alas! how different an 
agent am I in the same work ! Yet oh the honour, the 
happiness, of offering such a sacrifice, of pleading so 
effectual an intercession for all for whom we should 
pray, and specially for my own dear flock, my 
wandering sheep, and those happy ones who stray, 
not from Thy pastures ! Oh the honour and happi- 
ness of leading the earthly choir to join in the celestial 
adoration and hymn I Oh the honour and happiness 
of dispensing the feast, which is still the same ; still 
Jesus, Priest, Sacrifice, and Feast; Jesus everywhere 
and in all, unseen but present Immeasurable, in- 

For when thou seest the Lord sacrificed and lying, and the 
priest standing over the sacrifice and praying, and all men 
purpled with that precious blood, thinkest thou that thou 
standest any longer among men and upon earth, and art not 
straightway transported to the Heavens ; and having cast out 
every carnal thought of the soul beholdest the things in the 
Heavens with the eye naked and the soul pure?" — S. Chrys. 
De Sacerd. lib. iii. cap. iv. 

** But when he invokes also the Holy Spirit, and performs the 
most fearful sacrifice, and constantly touches the common Lord 
of all, tell me where we shall place him? And how much 
purity, and how much reverence shall we demand of him ? For 
consider what manner of hands those must be which minister 
these things, what kind of tongue that which utters those words, 
and purer and holier than what the soul which is about to 
receive so great a Spirit ?" — Ibid^ lib. vi. cap. iv. 



\ 
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comprehensible, to such as I am, is the joy and the 
love which Thou didst feel when Thou didst first 
impart Thyself to Thy disciples, knowing the solace, 
the strength, the holiness which they would receive. 
Give me, I beseech Thee, somewhat of this love and 
this joy, when I see my dear disciples. Thine and 
yet mine, mine to bring more and more near to Thee, 
and to keep always with Thee — when I see them 
approaching to Thy table, and partaking of Thee. 

" How should I dare to offer Thee this sacrifice, if 
I had not first offered myself a sacrifice to Thee, my 
God. May I never offer the prayers of the faithful 
with polluted lips, nor distribute the bread of life with 
unclean hands."* 

MEDITATION XXL 
Care of Cbtttiren.^ 

"And they brought young children to Him, that He should 
touch them: and His disciples rebuked those that brought 
them. But when Jesus saw it, He was much displeased, 
and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto 
Me, and forbid them not : for of such is the kingdom of 
God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter 
therein. And He took them up in His arms, put His hands 
upon them, and blessed them." — Mark x. 13-16. 

A S surely as a childlike mind is the condition of 
^"^ entering into the Kingdom of Heaven, so is the 
love of children a mark of its citizens, and especially 

• Bp. Wilson, Sacra Prwata, Sunday Med. 

• This Meditation, although it might vj^WVvsxn^ ^!aa\&\«Xa\fc 
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of those who bear rule amongst them in the name 
of the King. Evil brother must he be, who regards 
not the younger children of the family into which 
he has been adopted by grace. Evil shepherd must 
he be, who cares not for the Lambs which the Chief 
Shepherd carries in His own bosom. ^ How shall I 
ever hope to see the face of God which the Angels 
of His children ever behold, if I watch not with love 
over them as those Angels do? How shall I be a 
son, if I am not a brother ? If I feed not the lambs 
which were the care of my Lord when He left the 
world, how shall I face Him when He returns ?® Yet 
I sadly confess that, so far from imitating Christ and 
His angels, and from reverencing the simplicity and 
the faith, the docility and love of little children, I 
have been too often careless and neglectful of them, 
and too often impatient with them, as though they 
were not worthy of my labours! Fool that I was, to 
despise their innocent vanities, forgetting my own 
guilty follies ; to lose sight of my culpable ignorance 
in their natural simplicity and uninstructedness. Surely 
I condemned myself as often as I was impatient with 
them ; and rendered myself unworthy of the patient 
forbearance of the Enlightening Comforter. God 
grant that I may never again thus excite the anger 
of Jesus, and render Him much displeased with a 
shepherd so unlike to his Pattern ; for how do I 

that on Catechizing, showing the zeal which ought to be shown 
in bringing infants to Baptism, and children to Confirmation, 
has, notwithstanding, been kept back to this place to illustrate 
Christ's treatment of different classes of persons. 

^ Isa. xL II. ^ John xxi. 15. 
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behold Thee, my Saviour, Thee, whose power and 
knowledge embrace all creation above and below, 
containing all things, but comprehended by none? 
I see Thee an Infant Thyself; making "infants to 
glorify Thee by their deaths;" out of the mouth of 
babes and sucklings ordaining strength, when enter- 
ing Jerusalem on the foal of an ass ; and not only 
this, but taking children into Thine own arms, laying 
Thy hands on them and blessing them. 

O Blessed Jesus, give me a portion of Thy humility, 
a portion of Thy love. Give me of Tliy true and wise 
judgment, to see things as they are ; not obscured by 
human pride, but as they appear in Thy sight; and 
hence to prize what Thou prizest, to honour what 
Thou honourest, love what Thou lovest; and to 
have a place in that Kingdom into which children 
enter, and which children are.^ May no infant ever 
fail, through my neglect, of being brought to Thee 
in Baptism ; no child need instruction, encourage- 
ment, and every loving inducement to remain safe 
and happy in the place of Thy pasture. May I lead 
them to the benediction of Thy Confirmation, and to 
the Feast of Thy Altar. May I love them as Thine, 
and my own; and do Thou love them and me as 
Thine own, and let us all be in Thee blessed children 
of one Heavenly Father. Amen. 

» **0f suchis the Kingdom of Heaven." S. Matthew, S. Mark, 
and S. Luke. 
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MEDITATION XXII. 
Care of t^z S)U& an)i Slfflicteli. 

" God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and 
with power: who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him." — 
Acts X. 38. 

"X 1 rHEN His sheep were in any trouble, the Good 
Shepherd at once sought them out He went 
to S. Peter's wife's mother in her fever. He touched 
the loathsome leper. The paralyzed were His care. 
Often and often He must have been weary with in- 
cessant acts of mercy to the sick ; but His weariness 
never held His Hand, nor deadened His feelings. 
"When the even was come," "when the sun was 
setting," at the close of a long day of work, " all they 
that had any sick with divers diseases, brought them 
unto Him ; and He laid His Hands on every one of 
them, and healed them !"^ 

Shall I, then, be cold and indifferent ? put oflf the 
visitation of the sick? defer offering the prayers of 
the Church to God, that He would be pleased to 
heal the sick in body, or restore the diseased in soul ? 
Shall I by my neglect keep Christ away from His 
suflfering ones. Who would fain come to them, by my 
unworthy ministrations ? God forbid. 

Oh precious times of sickness and affliction in 
which Christ takes the soul " aside," ^ and pleads 

^ Matt viiL 14, 16; Luke iv. 40. ' Mark vii. 33. 
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with it in the wilderness 1^ Wlien the world is against 
a man, then would the Saviour find him out, make 
Himself known to him, and give to him a peace 
which the world cannot give. * 

For then the heart is tender, pride is humbled, 
the love of the world diminished, earthly hopes 
sobered; memories of sin, memories of mercies, of 
broken resolutions, of better days, come forth from 
the chambers of the soul, after long years of darkness 
and neglect Then advice may be given, nay, severe 
rebuke, yet not be scorned, nor even offend: then 
may desire of forgiveness be awakened, and hopes of 
it held out; then at last a better world may become 
an object of desire — ^a tearless, painless, sinless life — 
which was despised so long as the sinner had his 
earthly mind, and this world was enjoyed. 

Golden moments, moments more precious than the 
finest gold ! Priceless moments, which, if lost, may 
never return ! 

If it is guilt and extreme peril in the sinner to 
neglect these calls of God, what must it not be in 
me to neglect interpreting them to those to whom 
He thus speaks? Alas! if through my supineness 
the darkness should again return upon that half- 
enlightened soul, the coldness upon that thawing 
heart, vainly shall I speak hereafter to the poor 
sinner, and vainly shall I cry for myself, "Deliver 
me firom bloodguiltiness, O God;" for He will not 
be the God of my salvation, if I cared not for the 
salvation of others. 

' £zek. XX. 35, 36. * "J^YvxiVx.. "^V 
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O watchful, long-suffering, pnwearied Saviour, full 
of tender mercies, and of loying yearnings, give me 
somewhat of Thy Spirit Urge me to hasten. Go 
with me. Gk> in me. Comfort Thy afflicted; heal 
Thy sick; restore Thy wanderers by me; and save 
me and them that hear me together.* 



MEDITATION XXIII. 
(ZTlie |)ealtns of ftc^wnt* 

"Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on Me through their word ; that they all may be one ; 
as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also 
may be one in us : that the world may believe that Thou 
hast sent Me. And the glory which Thou gavest Me I have 
given them ; that they may be one, even as we are one." — 
John xvii. 20-22. 

TT ERE I see the reason why Schism is so sinful 
^^ and so dangerous. Not only is it a work of 
the flesh, meriting in itself, if wilful, the loss of the 
soul;^ and reducing all seeming good works to 
nothingness;^ not only does it rend the seamless 
robe of the Redeemer, despoiling Him of His honour ; 
not only is it contrary to Gk)d, Who is love, and to 
Heaven, which is love ; but it destroys the testimony 
of the Church to the mission of Christ ; and denies 
the very unity of God. With one mind and one 
mouth we are to " glorify God," that the world may 

• I Tim. iv. i6. • Gal. v. 20. 

' I Cor. xiii. Hence the ancient Church held that the martyr- 
dom of schismatics profited them nothing. 
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believe that God sent His Son to save it,^ and that 
the love of God to man may be proved by the 
love of His people one to another. Nay more, the 
unity of the Godhead is the type and source of all 
Christianity. Is Christ divided? If Christians are 
divided, so may He be. If there are diverse bodies, 
then diverse heads. If there may be contrarient 
societies, contrarient principles, then also contrarient 
authors of those principles. Schism is a practical 
denial of the unity of God. 

Is this fearful truth to make me hot and bitter 
against Dissenters ? Nay, it should rather make me 
yearn for their conversion. I must, indeed, keep far 
from that specious and false liberality which says, 
"All creeds are alike, all communities are alike." Far 
be this from one who is the baptized minister of men 
baptized into one Body. Far be this from me, pledged 
" to seek for Christ's sheep that are scattered abroad," 
and to bring all that are committed to me to "agree- 
ment in the faith and knowledge of God, so that 
there be no place left for error in religion." 

Yet let it make me watch carefully, lest there should 
be in me the root of schism — ^pride and anger, self- 
confidence and self-love. Let me take good heed 
that there be nothing in me to alienate; but that 
there be everything to attract the wanderers to their 
lost centre of love and peace. Let me never cease 
to pray, that all may be ©ne, as the Father and the 
Son are one; that this cold estrangement, or bitter 

* John xyIL 21, 22. 
G 
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enmity between East and West, between Christian 
churches, fellow-countrymen, fellow-parishioners, may 
cease soon and for ever ; that all may be one again, 
with love, in one body, the Church, under One Head, 
in One Christ, who is eternally One with the Father 
in the Unity of the Holy Ghost. 

Oh, when shall come that blessed yearning, that 
hastening together, that embracing and reunion, of 
churches and men long severed, but once more to be 
knit together in faith and in love? Oh, when wilt 
Thou restore us. Blessed Jesus, as at the first ? Oh, 
when shall we renounce our own evil, and recognize 
the good of our neighbour? When shall we love 
men, and Thee, O God Triune, better than our preju- 
dices, better than self-esteem ? Oh for this glorious, 
this ecstatic consummation, let me long, and pray, and 
labour, and weep, and watch ! Oh for this, not for 
promotion, nor comfort, nor any earthly good, let me 
pant and look forwards ! May Thy Household the 
Church, be that household which is dearer to me than 
my own ; its ills my chief sorrow ; its welfare my great 
desire ! 

" Gracious Father, I humbly beseech Thee for the 
Holy Catholic Church : fill it with all truth, and in all 
truth with all peace. Where it is corrupt, purge it ; 
where it is in error, direct it ; where it is superstitious, 
rectify it ; where any thing is amiss, reform it ; where 
it is in want furnish it ; where it is divided and rent 
asunder, make up the breaches of it ; O Thou Holy 
One of Israel Amen." — Abp. T.aud. 

" O God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, our 
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only Saviour, the Prince of Peace; give us grace 
seriously to lay to heart the great dangers we are in 
by our unhappy divisions : take away all hatred and 
prejudice, and whatsoever else may hinder us from 
godly union and concord : that, as there is but one 
Body, and one Spirit, and one Hope of our calling; 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one God and 
Father of us all, so we may be henceforth all of one 
Heart, and of one Soul, united in one holy Bond of 
Truth and Peace, of Faith and Charity ; and may with 
one mind and one mouth glorify Thee, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen." 



MEDITATION XXIV. 
treatment of tfie SMoirlUlp* 

** Ye are the salt of the earth : but if the salt have lost his 
savour, wherewith shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good 
for nothing, but to be cast out, and to be trodden under 
foot of men. Ye are the light of the world. A city that 
is set on an hill cannot be hid." — Matt, v. 13, 14. 

TT would seem that Jesus did not decline the 
hospitality and society of the worldly great, and 
yet He never allowed His mission to fall into abey- 
ance, nor suffered the customs of the world to hinder 
Him from saying and doing whatever His ministry 
required. Thus, at a feast. He rebuked the ban- 
queters;' admitted the tears and kisses of the 

• Luke xiv. 7. 
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Magdalene, and reproved the host when he was 
scandalized.^ 

I know that the customs of one age and country 
differ from those of another, and that the same actions 
which were possible then may not be possible now. 
I know that public reproof, in order not to do harm 
instead of good, requires the greatest judgment : but 
surely, if Christ attending feasts at all, teaches us 
that we may do the same without reproach. His con- 
duct at feasts must also be very instructive. Surely I 
must learn never to forget my calling, nor cease to be 
a prophet; to retain my composure, my seriousness, 
and the dignity of my office ; to be on the watch to 
do good if 1 can ; and when I am thus purposed, I 
will rely on Thee, my Master, to guide me in my 
ignorance; to strengthen my weakness; to enable 
me to do and say, what I ought to do or to say, so 
that I may be a savour of life unto life, and shine by 
Thee and for Thee. 

1 Luke vii. 36-48. On verse 40, Quesnel remarks, " How 
lovely is this gentleness of Christ ! how excellent a pattern have 
we in Him to imitate, when we would correct or instruct any 
one. Courteousness is so far from being contrary to holiness, 
that it is an effect of it We do not become barbarians in 
becoming Christians. We must learn to reconcile fidelity in the 
performance of our duty with that civility and obliging carriage 
which we owe our neighbour. We cannot possibly better 
requite hospitality, nor acknowledge our obligations to our 
neighbour in a better manner than by giving him the wholesome 
advice whereof he stands in need, and assisting him in the 
attoinment of salvation." 
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MEDITATION XXV. 
QTireatment of ^txiittxitn. 

" AH that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me ; and him 
that Cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out. For I came 
down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of 
Him that sent Me. . . . No man can come to Me, except 
the Father which hath sent Me draw him : and I will raise 
him up at the last day." — yohn vi. 37, 38, 44. 

TT is not mine to prefer one man to another; to 
encourage one penitent and be cold to another, if 
I would copy Him by whom alone I have any power 
to act He received all who came to Him, as coming 
from His Father, not regarding the past, but only the 
present; not looking at their former sins, but their 
present repentance; not at their wretched forsaking 
of God, but their happy returning. 

Let all prejudices be put aside, all likes and dis- 
likes ; and let me regard the needs of a poor soul, as 
its claim upon me ; and the working of God in that 
soul as the guide of my conduct in treating it. I 
must not be afraid of the contact, nor the ill repu- 
tation, nor the ignorance, nor the slowness of the 
penitent, nor be deterred by any previous disappoint- 
ment " How low ought that person to stoop in order 
to set forward the salvation of souls, who acts in the 
name of a God who came down from Heaven." 2 

Who could be more unworthy than the prodigal 

* Quesnel on John vV. "j^^. 
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son ? Who could be of worse fame than the Mag- 
dalene? Yet were neither rejected. Rejected? — ^not 
even reproa,ched ! Judging themselves, they were not 
judged by Christ. The Magdalene heard nothing but 
" Thy sins are forgiven," " Go in peace ;" the Prodigal 
received nothing but embraces and pledges of love ; 
Zacchaeus heard, " This day is salvation come," " He 
also is a sou of Abraham." 

I know, indeed, that these penitents proved their 
repentance; not only mourned their guilt, but ac- 
knowledged it ; not only acknowledged their sin, but 
forsook it Contrition, confession, satisfaction, were 
manifest in them;^ and, it is my duty to see that 
repentance be real, not self-deceiving, not sighs and 
professions alone ; but if humiliation and amendment, 
and, if need be, restitution,* are found, then let me 
most gladly speak peace, rejoicing over the lost sheep 
that is found. 

Let me never repel by hardness or coldness ; but, 
O Blessed Jesus, give me a little portion of that 
unspeakable sweetness and gentleness, that most win- 
ning tenderness of compassion and love, which un- 
sealed the fountains of sorrow in the penitent woman, 
and made her eyes rivers of waters ; which gave 
Zacchaeus the heart to restore, over and over again, 
what he was bound to have done; which brought 
Peter to himself by a look ; and which wrested the 
penitent thief out of the claws of the lion, and drew 

® See Hooker's Eccl. Polity^ bk. vi. chap. iv. v. 
* See Bp. Beveridge's Sermon, The Nature and Necessity of 
^fs///u//if», vol. iii. 207. A, C Lib^ 
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him out of hell into paradise.' Draw me, Blessed Jesus, 
that I may draw others ; receive me, that I may re- 
ceive ; have pity, that I may have pity ; and patience, 
that I may have patience ; and by loving me, teach 
me to love. 



MEDITATION XXVL 

Care cf ^nV^ |)ottfi;e. 

''Jesus found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep and 
doves, and the changers of money sitting : and when He had 
made a scourge of small cords, He drove them all out of the 
temple, and the sheep, and the oxen; and poured out the 
changers' money, and overthrew the tables; and said unto 
them that sold doves. Take these things hence; make not 
My Father's house an house of merchandise. And His dis- 
ciples remembered that it was written. The zeal of thine 
house hath eaten me up." — jfohn ii. 14-17. 

" And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them 
thsct sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables 
of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves, 
and said unto them, It is written. My house shall be called 
the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.'' 

Matt. xxi. 12, 13. 

TVrOT being of the tribe of Levi, Christ had no 
^ ^ part in the care of the sanctuary, and in the 
preservation of the beauty of holiness. Indeed there 
were too many abuses then connected with the gold 
and silver of the Temple ; too much outward religion 

• How can any person prefer forcing an inaccuracy on S. 
Matthew and S. Mark, to reconciling them with S. Luke by 
considering the thief to have been converted during his suffer- 
ings ? Is not repentance the very effect ol «£9CvQ^JL<e{GL \xsA^t "^^ 
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withoat inward ; too many ^ goodly stones and gifts " 
doomed to ruin, because the spiritual temple lay all 
uncared for, and defiled by many a corroption, to 
allow Him to commend the decoration of the sanc- 
tuary by His example. But with what fiery zeal Jesus 
here cleanses His Father's house from that which was 
unworthy of it ! His action may indeed signify the 
Divine wrath at all unholy traffic in the living Churchy 
which is God's temple : * it may also describe the guilt 
and danger of profaning that temple of God which 
each Christian is:^ but the reason is alike in these 
cases, and in that of the material temple. Because 
the sanctuary is God's habitation the wrath of Christ 
should be terrible to all who profane the churches in 
which His Father is worshipped. 

How strange and unusual is this fierce anger in 
Christ, and how very observable ! " Is this that mild 
and gentle Saviour that came to take upon Him our 
stripes, and to undergo the chastisements of our 
peace? Is this that quiet Lamb, which before His 

Cross ? Is not the one thief an example of suffering sanctified, 
and the other of affliction resisted, and tending only to hardness ? 
Was it strange that the sight of Jesus on the Cross should con- 
vert ? Was it strange that God should make the hour of Satan's 
seeming triumph that of his greatest defeat, and the time of 
Christ's seeming weakness the time of His strength? And put- 
ting aside all such reasoning, is it possible that S. Matthew 
should never have heard, supposing him for argument's sake not 
inspired, is it possible that he should not have been accurately 
informed of what really passed at that most momentous of 
times? 

• I Tim. iii. 1$. Origen, Cat. Aur. 

' See Hieron. Cat, Aur,, who quotes I Cor. vi. 19. 
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shearers openeth not His mouth ? See now how His 
eyes sparkle with holy anger, and dart forth beams 
of indignation." 8 " Christ here informs us that the 
zeal of God's house is as it were the virtue proper to 
pastors.''* 

Let me then never tolerate any thing profane or 
irreverent within the Courts of the Lord. Let me 
never fail to see them kept and decorated, as be- 
cometh His Temples. Let not my house be fair, 
whilst His lies unsightly: but first and foremost be 
the honour of His name, wherever He places it. Let 
my people learn by my example to make costly offer- 
ings of love for the glory of God's worship. Let my 
affection to God's House be proportioned to my love 
of Him, and to my desire of the Heaven which it 
signifies and foreshows. 



MEDITATION XXVIL 
Jear an)r f eairlegfime^s of ^fU^KCu 

*' Notwithstanding, lest we should offend them, go thou to the 
sea, and cast an hook, and take vcp the fish that first cometh 
up ; and when thou hast opened his mouth, thou shalt find 
a piece of money : that take, and give unto them for Me and 
thee." — Matt, xvii. 27. 

And when they saw it, they all murmured, sa3ring. That He was 
gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner." — Luke xix. 7. 



tt 



C OMETIMES I see my Divine Master cautious of 
^^ offending men ; at another eating with publicans 
and sinners, healing again and again on the Sabbath, 

* Bp. Hairs Contemplations, • Q\itsci'^ wi'^Oksv vu v\. 
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exposing the superstitions of the times, rebuking the 
Pharisees before all men, and braving the enmity 
which these actions were sure to provoke. I find 
S. Paul, also, a careful follower in the steps of his 
Guide. He asserted his liberty, but used it not; 
nay, he would eat no meat whilst the world standeth 
lest he should make his brother to offend ;^ and yet 
at another time, he withstood S. Peter to his face, 
and continued to eat with Gentiles in spite of the 
offence thus given to the Jews. 

There are then occasions in which the opinions 
of others should be consulted and their prejudices 
spared; and there are also occasions on which they 
should be defied with a fearless resistance. Some- 
times we must yield, and sometimes stand like a 
rock; sometimes we should avoid the danger of 
scandal, sometimes almost court it; that is to say, 
welcome it, when it comes, with a warrior's joy. 
But who shall tell me when to do the one, and when 
the other ? Who shall say when I ought to concede, 
and when to resist ? 

I think I discern two aids to my weakness and 
blindness. 

Jesus, it is clear, sought only the glory of God, and 
the good of His people. If He conceded, it was not 
firom fear, nor from indolence, nor from vain regard to 
the opinion of men, but for the honour of. the Father, 
and the good of those whom He came to save. His 
very enemies testified, "Master, we know Thou art 
true, and teachest the way of God in truth, neither 
-* X Cor, viil 13; x. 28, 29; GaL ii. ii, 12. 
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carest Thou for any man : for Thou regardest not the 
person of men." ^ 

Jesus, if He defied the prejudices of His hearers, 
did it not in the turbid anger of man,' nor in the 
pride of power and courage, but to vindicate the 
honour of God, and the tnith and holiness which are 
the life of His creatures. Thus, if self has no part in 
my choice ; if I decide when to yield, when to stand, 
without pride and anger, without fear and interest, 
without private fancies and indulgence of my own 
taste and will, purely for the love of my God and the 
love of Chrisf s flock, then I at once disperse the 
greater part of the mists which obscure my way 
through my difficulties. 

But who shall enable me thus to seek Thee and 
Thine, and none else, my Jesus, but Thou ? Da quod 
jubes, et jube quod vis.* Give me the grace to be 
single-minded, and then shall I be single-eyed to 
discern : and that which remains of ignorance, not 
selfish, not wilfiil, enlighten Thou, I beseech Thee. 
If I can but feel that Thou hast purged my desires 
and will, I shall boldly approach and ask Thee tor 
wisdom, being sure that Thou wilt give liberally; 
having a ground for faith in Thy grace already 
received, and in the pure desire which Thou givest 
to please Thee and Thee only. 

Then let the world blame, as it will : let the event 

* Matt. xxiL i6. 

' *'Memmerimus sane iram Dei sine ulla affectione turbulenti 
intelligere," — S. Aug. En. in Ps. Ixxxii. {12. 

* S. Ai^. Conf, lib. x. c xxxvii. 
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prosper, or seemingly fail, as Thou wilt : let scorn, 
loss, and ill-will, and danger await me, I still shall be 
calm. " In the time of trouble Thou shalt hide me 
in Thy tabernacle ; yea, in the secret place of Thy 
dwelling Thou shalt hide me, until this tyranny be 
overpast," in this life, as a respite, and in the next 
life, for ever. 



MEDITATION XXVIIL 

"But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, This fellow doth 
not cast out devils, but by Beelzebub the prince of the devils. 
... Is not this the carpenter's son ? is not His mother called 
Mary ? and His brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and 
Judas?" — Matt, xii. 24; xiiL 55. 

"X 1 yHAT reproach was there, my Saviour, which 
^ ^ was not heaped upon Thee ? They called 
Thee a blasphemer, a glutton, a wine-bibber, a raiser 
of sedition, a malefactor, a deceiver, a partner with 
Beelzebub. Yet when wast Thou angry, or even dis- 
turbed by any slander, or any reviling? Before the 
High Priest Thou didst hold Thy peace, until Thou 
wast adjured. Before Pilate, when the Chief Priests 
and elders accused Thee, and witnessed many things 
against Thee, Thou answeredst nothing, insomuch 
that the governor marvelled greatly. Before Herod 
also Thou wast entirely silent. Thou didst what 
Thou saidst, speaking centuries before by Thy pro- 
phet : " He was oppressed, and He was aflflicted, yet 
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He opened not His mouth : He is brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her 
shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth.'' 
" I have set My Face as a flint, and I know that I 
shall not be ashamed." "I, as a deaf man, heard 
not ; and I was as a dumb man that openeth not his 
mouth. Thus I was as a man that heareth not, and 
in whose mouth are no reproofs." And of Thee did 
the Apostle justly say, " Who, when He was reviled, 
reviled not again ; when He suffered. He threatened 
not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth 
righteously." ^ 

Oh, why then am I so much disturbed, and even 
angry, when men speak ill of me, misconstrue my good 
deeds, and magnify my defects? Do I not deserve 
this, and an hundredfold more ; whereas Thou Who 
wast so meek and calm under insult. Thou deservedst 
glory and honour from every faculty of every creature 
in Heaven and earth? Hast Thou not said, "Woe 
unto you when all men shall speak well of you ;" 
and, " Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you and 
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against 
you falsely for my sake"? Does anything profit me 
but Thy praise? Can anything hurt me but Thy dis- 
pleasure ? Is it not good to be made like unto Thee 
by patiently suffering? Can meekness, and patience, 
and forgiveness, and love, be any otherwise proved ; 
any otherwise exercised and increased, than by en- 
durance of persecution and reviling of men ? 

Oh let my one care be to please Thee, and then I 

• Isa. L 7 ; liii. 7 ; Ps. xxxviii. 13, 14 ; i PtX« yu o.-^ 
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must be right, whatever men say; but, if I do not 
this, their praise is only so much reproach. Oh let 
me look forward to that day, and that only, when 
God shall do for His children by adoption, that which 
He hath already done for His only-begotten Son, 
when He set Him on His right Hand after His 
Passion ; and began to cast down His enemies under 
His Feet He shall bring forth my righteousness as 
the light, and my judgment as the noonday.* He 
shall give me boldness before the face of such as 
have afflicted me and made no account of my labours. 
"They repenting and groaning for anguish of spirit 
shall say within themselves. This was he whom we had 
sometimes in derision, and a proverb of reproach : 
we fools accounted his life madness, and his end to 
be without honour : How is he numbered among the 
children of God, and his lot is among the saints !"^ 

But who am I to think such things of myself? 
great are my sins, and I deserve all the blame I re- 
ceive, and much more ; and those who revile me, are 
they not Thy sheep. Blessed Jesus ? and mine from 
Thee? and shall I not pray to Thee to have mercy 
upon them, and change their hate into love ? 

Oh give me something of the love of Thy saint, 
who could say, "I desire not to be saved without 
you."* Let me pray that their sins and mine may be 
pardoned together in that day. 

« Ps. xxxvii. 6. / Wisd. v. 3-5. 

8 S. Aug. Serin, xvii. in Ps. xlix, § 2. " Si non me audiveritis, 
et tamen ego non tacuero, animam meam liberabo. Sed nolo 
salvus esse sine vobis." 
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Meantime, let me earnestly gaze, Blessed Jesus, at 
Thy face of calmness and sweetness, as Thou didst 
stand before Caiaphas, and Herod, and Pilate, un- 
moved, with the firmness of faith, the tenderness of 
pity, the sweetness of love, the gladness of hope, the 
calmness of innocence; and may I follow Thee as 
I can, by Thy grace. Who canst give what I cannot 
attain ; and hast promised to grant what we faithfully 
ask.* 



« 



MEDITATION XXIX. 

If I honour Myself, My honour is nothing." — John viii. 54. 



TT would seem, at first, that He, to Whom the 
■*• highest praise which can be given is due, can be 
no pattern to one by whom none is deserved, and to 
whom none is safe ; yet let me consider the words and 
deeds of my Lord in this matter. Certainly, that God 
should be praised is in itself good, a thing essentially 
right ; good also for His creatures, who should refer 

• "With what temper of mind ought men to suffer for the 
cause of religion ? 

** A, With patience, that they may not grow faint and weary ; 
with meekness, that they may not grow angry and hitter against 
their persecutors; with charity, that they may overcome evil 
with good ; with trust in God*s providence, that they may be 
supported under their sufferings by His grace, and delivered in 
His good time ; with joy and thankfulness, inasmuch as they are 
partakers of Christ's sufferings ; and when His glory shall be 
revealed, they shall be made glad with exceeding Y^'i" — 
Nelson's Fcasis and Festivals, S. Andrevi lYie K^o^>i\fc. 
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all to Him, and lift up their hearts continually to Him, 
in order to be holy and happy. Praise thus offered 
to God should be encouraged and welcomed as both 
right and salutary; but it becomes hurtful to the 
human giver, or the human receiver, or to both, if 
given or received upon any other principle than this ; 
if it be an homage, that is, to any being but God, or 
to those who by their office, or by some goodness 
given to them by Him, represent Him, as it were, in 
this matter, and thus transmit the honour directly to 
the only Source of all virtue. 

Now I see my Divine Master, on the one hand, 
receiving the Hosannas which were offered to Him as 
the Son of David, by those who believed Him to be 
so ; and recognizing them as so natural and due, that, 
if they were withheld, the very stones would cry out. 

On the other hand, I see Him declining the praise 
of one who was not praising God, but a man ; for 
such he believed Him to be. Whom he ought not to 
have called good, had He been only man.^° As man, 
therefore. He declines the praise which as God He 
would have accepted as due to Him.^ 

Again, He saith, " I honour my Father ; " "I seek 
not mine own glory;" "If I honour Myself, My 
honour is nothing." " Father, glorify Thy name." 

Surely then this His rule should be mine ; modestly 
to accept the honour due to goodness and to mine 

10 Matt. xix. 17. 

^ " Since he came to Him as a mere man, and one of the 
many, and a Jewish teacher : on this account then, He also con- 
vef^es with him as a man." — Catena^ Ed. Cramer. 
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office, as so much homage to God ; transferring them 
quickly to Him, Whose they are ; but for myself as a 
man, to fear praise, and to hate it, and fly from it. 

But how diflferent is the knowledge of right from 
the doing of it I Even a saint thus complains of the 
deceitfuhiess and .danger of praise ; and how shall I 
escape, I who am no saint at all, but rather a sinner, 
and altogether unworthy of my office ? 

" I have in other kinds of temptations some little 
power of examining myself; in this, almost none. 
For I see how far I have attained in restraining my 
mind from the pleasures of the flesh and from need- 
less curiosity, when I am without these things, either 
by my will, or by their absence. For then I ask 
myself how much more or less irksome it is to me not 
to have them ? . . . . But what can we do, to be with- 
out praise, and to make trial in this matter ? Must we 
live ill, and iD> so abandoned and savage a manner, 
that every one who knows us will detest us? What 
greater madness can be said or imagined? But if 
praise is wont and ought to be the companion of a 
good life and good works, we ought not to desert its 
companionship any more than good life itself. But 
I do not perceive what I can do without, cheerfully 
or the reverse, except when it is absent What then 
do I confess to Thee, O Lord, in this kind of tempta- 
tion ? What, but that I am delighted with praises, but 
with truth itself more than praises. For if it were 
proposed to me whether I should prefer to be praised 
by all men, when mad or wrong in all things, or being 
constant and most sure in the truth, to b^ b^saxs^sAXs^ 

H 
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an men, I see what I dioald choose. Yet I would 
HOC that the apfvobatioQ of another should ever in- 
crease mj ]oj in anj good of mine But I confess it 
not only increases it, but blame diminishes it.* ^ 

The saint goes on to qpeak of ^e difficoltj of dis- 
tinguishing between die pleasure of knowing by their 
applause of his teaching that his hearers learned and 
improved by his ministry, and the pleasure of their 
praises, as diey impixyved, adding, *' If I am moved 
in my praises by die good of my neighbour, why am 
I less moved if any one else is unjusdy blamed than 
if I am? Why am I more bitten by that reproach 
which is cast upon me, than by that which, with the 
same injustice, falls on another in my-presence?" 

Alas ! how much more careful was this holy man 
not to love well-deserved praises than I am with 
regard to unmerited honour ! Grant me, O my good 
Lord, to refer all things to Thee. If I am unjustly 
praised, let such praise be hateful to me ; if justly, 
Thine be the glory, and let me fear for myself. Let 
me be forgotten in the good which Thou doest by 
me. Let my words and deeds lead to Thee, and let 
all praise and affection pass on to Thee. "May I 
seek to please no one, and fear to displease no one 
save Thee."^ May Thy approval be my only glory, 
and the testimony of a good conscience my praise. 
Guide Thou me with Thine eye ; and suffer not the 
sight of man to move me, whilst Thou beholdest me, 
Whose favour is life. 

■ S. Aug. Conf, lib. x. cap. xxxvii. 

• Pnyer of S. Thomas Aq., Par, of the Christian Soul, Part iv. 
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MEDITATION XXX, 
S^eeitinff ottt Skinners, 

"The Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was 

lost." — Luke-xxx., 10. 

TVT OT Thy parables of the lost sheep, and piece of 
^^ money, nor Thine own declaration, Elessed 
Jesus, that Thou earnest to seek and save those which 
were lost, show me Thy love and pity, so much as 
Thine actions do. 

To save sinners and recover the lost. Thou didst 
leave the glory which Thou hadst with the Father 
before the world was; Thou didst make Thyself of 
no reputation ; Thou didst take the form of a servant ; 
live with sinners ; associate with harlots and publi- 
cans ; as if a sinner, yea, a malefactor. Thou becamest 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Therefore did the Church bind me "to seek for 
Chrisfs sheep that are dispersed abroad," and " never 
to cease my labour, care, and diligence " until I have 
done all that lies in me to bring lost souls to their 
God. Oh let me never be slothful, never desponding ; 
hopeless of no man, prejudiced against no man, 
whether vicious, schismatic, or heretic. All are Thy 
purchase; all are Thy sheep. If they wander, so 
also have I. If they disappoint me, I have grieved 
Thee often and often. If they are deaf, so am I. 
And for what is my office, and what use ^& '^'«fc \3x 
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me if I do not bring lost sheep to their Shepherd? 
Nay, what is the glory of my office, and what its 
reward but to follow the Good Shepherd ; to seek and 
recover; to follow, and find, and reclaim, and bring 
back those who have strayed far and wide fi'om the 
pastures of life? 

May I never pass a wilful sinner indignant and 
hard, and never see him without offering a prayer for 
his soul. May my desires, my labours, my patience, 
my hope, my humiliation, my love be after the pattern 
of Thine, O Good Shepherd, that my joy may be also, 
" Rejbice with me, for I have found my sheep which 
was lost" 



MEDITATION XXXI. 

"And when He was come near, He beheld the city, and wept 

over it" — Luke xix. 41. 

■\T OT indignation, not despair, not indifference, but 
^ ^ sorrow ; tender loving sorrow, this is the feeling 
which I should have towards sinners. It may be that 
my dry eyes are the cause of then: dryness ; my cold- 
ness of theirs ; my hardness of theu: indifference ; my 
hopelessness of their recklessness. My Shepherd, 
my Saviour — if indeed He will be the Shepherd and 
Saviour of such an one — ^although He is God, and 
the Fountain of all joy and gladness, yet shed tears 
over guilty Jerusalem. 
And why did He weep, but I weep not? Is there 
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less cause ? Is not the soul which will not know the 
day of her visitation doomed to the same judgments 
as sinful Jerasalem ? Will she not be encompassed 
with spiritual enemies, and be kept in on every side ? 
Will she not have her walls thrown down, and lie 
utterly exposed, and then miserably perish, whilst I 
weep not ? 

Oh let me weep for those who will not weep, and 
mourn to God for those who mourn not; lest the 
tears of Jesus be not saving to me. Only give me 
Qf Thy love, my Saviour, and I must needs partake 
of Thy sorrow ; must needs lament and grieve for my 
wandering sheep, which are Thine. Such sorrow will 
surely lead to everlasting joy both for them and for 
me. 



MEDITATION XXXII. 

** Let not your heart be troubled." — John adv. I. 

" AA/EEP not," to the Widow and to Jairus ; " I 
'^ ^ am the Resurrection and the Life," to Martha ; 
"Let not your heart be troubled," to the twelve, — 
thus spake He Who sent the Comforter ; Who having 
sorrowed, knows what sorrow is ; Who has felt pain, 
known desolation, borne contempt and false accusa- 
tion ; undergone shame, want, and death. 

Was ever such consolation as He poured out in 
the last discourses upon the sad ears of His beloved 
apostles ? Reunion for the bereaved \ asA ^^»n^\!l 
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for those to whom earth was dreary!* Christ the 
Way, the Truth, and the Life, for those in perplexity ;• 
promises of answer to prayer ;• of the Comforter;' of 
presence and indwelling;* of life in Him ;• of being 
loved;' of the inward manifestation of God;* of 
teaching ;' of the peace which the world cannot give ;* 
of the benefits of affliction ;' of the joy which suc- 
ceeds it ;• of being children and friends ;' of election ;* 
of future and eternal reward;' of a share in His 
glory ;' of God's lasting love.* And who can describe 
the tenderness, the care, the sweetness, the manifest 
sympathy which accompanied these counsels ? Who 
can know the love of that penetrating Eye, the feeling 
of that loved and loving Voice ? Mind to mind, heart 
to heart, thus Jesus comforted; bringing out things 
Divine, remedies, supports, balm from Paradise to 
heal, sustain, and soothe the wounded heart, the 
weak and faint spirit 

Truly, my Divine Master, Thou has taught me to 
comfort the sorrowful ; and hast opened to me a 
treasure-house of consolations. What I still need is 
wisdom to apply them, and love to make them eflfeo- 
tual for comfort I beseech Thee, by Thy love and 

* John xiv. 2, 3. ' John xiv. 6. 

• John xiv. 13. ' John xiv. 16. 

* John xiv. 18, 23. • John xiv, 19. 

1 John xiv. 21, • John xiv. 22, 23. 

8 John xiv. 26. * John xiv. 27. 

^ John XV. 2; xvi. 6, 7, 2CX • John xvi. 21, 22. 

7 John XV. 13-15. ® John xv. 16. 

• John XV. 16. * John xvii. 22, 24. 
^ John xvii. id. 
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tenderness, fill me with sympathy, patience, and 
sweetness; and grant me to be a wise and tender 
dispenser of Thy consolations to the sick, the brokenr 
hearted, the widow, and the fatherless. Open my 
mouth by opening my heart Send me Thy Comr 
forter, whereby I may be enabled truly to comfort 
Thy sorrowing ones, with a consolation which shall 
make them not forget, but rather love their afflictions > 
and shall render them happy in the midst of their 
sorrows, by leading them to draw nearer to Thee, and 
to know Thee, and love Thee, by their own happy 
experience of Thee. 

MEDITATION XXXIII. 
Sfngtifpinff t|)e Sfiiiuiceiit 

" Let her alone : against the day of My burying l)ath she kept 

this." — John xii. 7. 

A T another time. Blessed Lord, Thou didst defend 
■^^ Thy disciples when they were blamed for not 
fasting, and when they were accused of breaking the 
Sabbath in their hunger 3 and when the children who 
sang Thy praises were blamed Thou didst espouse 
their caiise ; * for Thou art He that makes the right- 
eousness of the faithful '' as clear as the day, and their 
just dealing as the noonday." Let me fear no popular 
outcry, no displeasure of the great, no alienation of 
worldly friends, but let me abhor the harshness and 
injustice of human prejudice and passion. Let me 
remember Pilate and Felix, and avoid with utter 
» Matt. ix. 13-17; xii. 3-7; xxl IJ, 16. 
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detestation their selfish cowardice and the cruel in- 
justice which it caused. Let me, on the other hand, 
remember and imitate Priscilla and Aquila, who laid 
down their necks for St Paul, and Onesiphorus, who 
sought him out very diligently in his bondage.* Above 
all, let me remember Thee, the only Innocent One, 
the Holy One, the Spotless, Falsely-accused, Despised, 
Condemned, and Crucified; and let me have such 
horror of ungratefully forsaking Thee in Thy suf- 
fering members, that I may always rejoice in the 
opportunity of witnessing for Thee, boldly standing 
up against tyranny and calumny, and comforting 
Thine oppressed Let it be sweet to me to be perse- 
cuted for Thy sake, and for Thy persecuted members. 
Thou wast not ashamed, dear Lord, of me, the 
guilty, and shall I be ashamed of Thee in the person 
of Thine innocent friends ? God forbid. Art not 
Thou our Advocate, and shall not I thankfully imitate 
Thee and advocate the oppressed? If I do it will be 
by Thy -grace, and after Thy example. If I do not, 
I shall be false to Him who stood before the judg- 
ment-seat of Caiaphas and Pilate for me. 

MEDITATION XXXIV. 
Depenlieiice anli Sf^^^P^i^^^i^^* 

" This is the will of Him which hath sent Me, that of all which 
He hath given Me I should lose nothing." — John vi. 39. 

" And they were observing Him if He should heal on the Sab- 
bath days ; that they might accuse Him. And He saith to 

* Rom. xvi. 4 ; 2 Tim. i. 17, 
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the man which hath his hand withered, Rise up into the 
midst. . . . Stretch forth thine hand, and he stretched forth: 
and his hand was restored." — Mark iii. 2-5. 

r\ THOU Only-begotten, Only Son, Very God, for 
^^ our sake Son of man, Thou didst refer to the 
Father at all times, and in all circumstances. In the 
first words recorded of Thee Thou didst confess the 
Father.* Whether Thou wast teaching, or raising 
Lazarus, acting, sorrowing, or rejoicing, living, dying, 
everything was in reference to the Father.* But this 
dependence upon God, so marvellous in Thee as God, 
is accompanied by an independence of man, not 
marvellous in Thee, but wonderful to us men, who 
are afraid of each other because we do not sufficiently 
fear God, nor rely on Him. 

Thou didst touch the leper ; Thou didst heal on 
the Sabbath, knowing what men would think and say 
of Thee; Thou didst suffer the kisses of the sinful 
woman, and, whilst men scorned Thee and murmured, 
badest her **Go in peace ;"^ Thou didst eat with 
publicans and sinners. Who can describe, who can 
picture to himself, Thy calm, intrepid, tranquil teach- 
ing in the presence of Thy foes. Thine exposure of 
hypocrisy and dispersion of superstitions. Thy majestic 
fearlessness before Caiaphas and Pilate ? Well said 
Thine enemies for once, "Thou carest not for any 
man, for Thou lookest not to the person of men." ® 

If I cannot- learn from Thy prophets, " Cease ye 

' Luke ii. 49. 

• John xi. 41 ; xiu 27; xiv. 31 ; xvL 32; Luke x. 21 ; xxiii. 46. 

' Dike vii. 36-50. * Matt. hkyv. \^, 
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from man, whose breath is in his nostrils : for wherein 
is he to be accounted of?" " Cursed is the man that 
trusteth in man, and maketh flesh his arm. . . Blessed 
is the man that trusteth in the Lord, and whose 
hope the Lord is." Nor from Thy Psalmist, " Blessed 
is that man that maketh the Lord his trust" * If I 
cannot learn from Thy words, " Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have no more that 
they can do. But I will forewarn you whom ye should 
fear. Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father's 
good pleasure to give you the kingdom." ^ If all 
this will not heal my presumption and cowardice, 
at one time presuming to act without God, at another, 
trembling as if I were without God, then let Thy 
winning example be my medicine, and may I learn 
of Thee to live, speak, and act in God's presence, 
so that neither my own vain wishes nor the praises 
of men may mislead me, nor the censures and threats 
of my fellow-mortals daunt me \ and that so I may 
live more tranquilly, and be less moved by outward 
curcumstances, as seeing God and not seeing men, 
when they flatter or threaten. 

Surely S. Peter was not looking at Thee when he 
fell, and we know that S. Stephen beheld Thee when 
he was confessing Thee. Let me never forget this. 
O Blessed Jesus, give me an ever-increasing measure 
of dependence upon God, and independence toward 
man; for didst Thou not witness Thy good confession^ 
for me — even for me, poor, worthless one that I am ? 

• Isa. ii. 22 ; Jer. xvii. 7 ; Ps. xl. 4. ^ Luke xii. 4, 5, 32. 

2 I Tim. vi. 13. 
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MEDITATION XXXV. 
QTbe Dntp anH benefit of Laionr. 

" I glorified Thee on earth, having completed the work which 
Thou gavest Me to do." — John xviL 4. 

TT OW unceasing were Thy labours, O Lord I On 
^^ one day — taken as an instance — Thou didst 
teach in the synagogue at Capernaum, heal the pos- 
sessed, cure the mother-in-law of S. Peter, and thea 
at eve Thou didst heal a multitude of the possessed 
and of the sick, laying hands on each one, and then 
before dawn Thou didst go out into a desert place to 
pray.* Circuit after circuit, in villages and towns, 
pressed by the crowd, with no leisure to eat, on the 
mountain, and in the temple. Thy life was a series of 
toils. Weary in foot and limb and voice, it mattered 
not, always teaching, always healing, thus didst Thou 
spend the years of Thy ministry. " I will lay me down 
in peace, and take my rest" Yes, but when? and 
where ? Only in the grave. 

Oh, how Thy blessed apostle laboured who taught 
me to plant and water and build, that I may be a 
fellow-worker with God;* and the history of Thy saints 
is a history of work ! To their labours I owe my 
belief in Thee, and all my hopes of salvation, and 
shall I make return of indolence and of sloth ? 

Work is one remedy for the Fall, alleviates our sor- 
rows, diminishes our temptations. Unless I work I 

• Matt viii.; Mark i.; Luke iv. * i Cor. iiL &^<^. 
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shall become slothful; my powers will diminish in- 
stead of grow ; I shall be discontented, and fall into 
many follies and sins. Unless I work my flock will 
be scattered, weeds of sin and error will choke the 
good seed of the Word. Unless I work I shall be 
that slothful servant whose sentence is terrible : 
" Wicked servant and slothful . . . cast ye the useless 
servant into the darkness, the outer : there shall be 
the lamentation and gnashing of teeth." ^ Unless I 
work I can receive no reward. I might hear the 
** Well, servant, good and faithful," but I shall not. 
Unless I work I shall be utterly unlike Thee, my dear 
Lord, in Whom is my hope. 

When shall I be satisfied? when think I have done 
enough ? Only when there is no more care or sin or 
sorrow amongst my flock which I can diminish, when 
God is fully glorified, and man is holy and happy, or 
when I simply and truly can do no more. Short of 
this I should never rest satisfied. Short of this may 
I never be content or at peace with myself. How 
happy is the variation of my work, one kind succeed- 
ing and relieving another ! If I cannot read, I can 
pray ; if I am not teaching, I can visit ; if I am not 
in church, I can be in the parish, or the study. How 
many organizations require attention, and each varia- 
tion of labour is a relief and real rest Then there 
is work for the Church outside my own parish, and 
study and meditation at home. The day is none too 
long, soon passed away — I hope not without fruit — 
and so is the day of this life. 

' Matt. XXV. 
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" Near as is the end of day, 

So too the end of life. 
Remember we the days of darkness, 

For they shall be many. 
Lest we be cast into outer darkness. 
Remember we to outstrip the right. 

Doing something good." 

For how soon my opportunity will be over I How 
soon I can do no more for Thee, dear Lord, and no 
more for Thy people ! 

" Take from me all slothfulness, and give me a dili- 
gent and active spirit, that when the devil assaults me 
he may not find me idle, and my dearest Lord at His 
sudden coming may find me busy improving my talent 
entrusted to me by Thee, my Lord, that I may enter 
into the joy of my Lord to partake of His eternal 
felicities, even for Thy mercy's sake, and for my 
dearest Saviour's sake.® Amen." 



MEDITATION XXXVL 
Sel^regtraint 

'' He saved others ; Himself He cannot save. He is King of 
Israel ; let Him come down now from the Cross, and we will 
believe upon Him." — Mait, xxvii. 42. 

T^HE self-restraint of Christ is marvellous, adorable. 
He submitted Himself to human parents and 
teachers. He Who silenced devils when it was right, 
suffered Himself to be approached and tempted by 
Satan. He allowed the Nazarenes to lay hands on 

• Holy Living. 
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Him, and drag Him along — ^Judas to kiss Him, His 
enemies to seize Him, conscious all the time of His 
power. "Thinkest thou not that I am not able to 
call upon My Father, and He will presently send Me 
more than twelve legions of angels ?" He allowed 
Himself to be bound, smitteii, spat on, scourged, 
nailed to the Cross. Why did not the Godhead break 
forth like the lightning and consume the sinners? 
And on the Cross this very repression of His Divine 
Power was turned to His reproach. He was tempted 
to abandon it " Let Him come down from the Cross, 
and we will believe Him." 

Oh, how often was it true : " I became as a man 
that heareth not, and in whose mouth are no reproofs." 
"I held My tongue, ^nd spake nothing; I kept silence, 
even from good works ; but it was pain and grief to 
Me." 7 

It was not thus always with Moses, nor Elijah, nor 
S. James and S. John, nor the apostle of the Gentiles, 
and seldom has it been so with me ; yet who am I, 
and what have I ever endured ? 

Who am I that I should break out into what I call 
righteous indignation? Who am I that I should 
think corruptions in Church or State intolerable, and 
that all iniquity and blasphemy should be put down 
by the interposition of Heaven ? . 

Would it not be better for me to adore the self- 
restraint of my Lord, and endeavour at a humble and 
great distance to copy it? Shall I not tremble to 
think of the weight of that thunderbolt which the 

' Ps. xxxviii. 13; xxxix. 3 
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accumulated sins of mankind will draw down in the 
end — the awful patience of Omnipotent Justice ? 
Shall I not tremble at the certain judgment impending, 
and adore the long-suffering accorded so far? 

• O Blessed Jesus, restrain me in myself by Thy 
example and grace, and take away my faithless and 
dangerous impatience lest I offend Thee, to please 
Whom should be the great desire of my heart and aim 
of my life ! 

MEDITATION XXXVII. 
JPilUsntiiropp* 

" I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly." — 

John X. lo. 

" And this is the eternal life, that they should know Thee the 
only true God, and Him Whom Thou hast sent, Jesus 
Christ." — John xvii. 3. 

** For this the Son of God was manifested, that He might de- 
stroy the works of the devil." — I John iii. 8. 

TT is true that the Gospel has ameliorated the con- 
"^ dition of all whom it has touched, directly or 
indirectly; and we can no more doubt that this was 
the gracious intention of God than we doubt that 
those were meant to see to whom He has given eyes 
and the light. All that is good in civilization, not 
only purity of morals, mutual kindness, care of the 
poor and suffering, courtesy, mercy to enemies and 
prisoners ; but education and enlightenment, are fruits 
of the Gospel — but the Gospel is the tree which bears 
those happy fruits. Thou didst come, O Saviour of 
the worid, to regenerate man rather than to mv^t^^^ 
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him. Thy purpose was to overthrow Satan, to abolish 
both the punishment due to sin, and the sinful habits 
which merited punishment, and were indeed punish- 
ment in themselves. 

" He shall save His people from their sins." " Ex- 
cept a man be born again." " He that heareth My 
word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath life 
eternal, and into judgment cometh not, but is passed 
from the death into the life." " Everyone that hath 
this hope in Him purifieth himself, as He is pure/' 
Such is the Gospel. 

If man could have been redeemed and restored by 
education and improvement in temporal circumstances, 
what need of the Incarnation, the Death and Passion 
of the Son, the Pentecostal gift of the Spirit ? 

Let me set my face then steadily against all substi- 
tutes for the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ ; and however ready I may be, and ought to be, 
to join and aid all subsidiary efforts for man, everything 
which may make him wiser, purer, more true, contented, 
happy, ever)rthing which may contribute innocent plea- 
sure, yet let me never rest satisfied with a religion of 
man, an education — I say not without God — but which 
is not in God and to God first and last. 

Let the world reproach me as bigoted, ignorant, 
obstructive, and whatsoever it will, if Thou, O Lord, 
givest me grace for myself, for my flock, for all — as 
far as my little influence reaches — to know, honour, 
love, and obey supremely, universally, Thee the only 
true God and Jesus Christ Whom Thou hast sent to 
be not a Saviour, but the Saviour of the world. 
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Let me never think by kindly intercourse, genial 
manner, popular amusements, useful organizations, to 
make up for my neglect to teach all the Articles of the 
faith, to observe the Fasts and Feasts of the Church, 
and minister the Sacraments with all reverence and 
devotion. Let not aesthetics supersede religion, but 
let music and external beauty be handmaids to devo- 
tion. There is no other Name under Heaven that is 
given unto men wherein we must be saved but One, 
and not with excellency of speech nor of Wisdom in 
England any more than in Corinth, in the latter days 
any more than the first, must I teach. I must deter- 
mine with S. Paul " not to know anything . . . save 
Jesus Christ, and Him crucified" Oh that we may 
all be in Him, pastor and flock — ** in Him Who was 
made unto us wisdom from God, and righteousness 
and sanctification and redemption." ^ 



MEDITATION XXXVIIL 

*^ And when the sun was setting, all as many as had sick with 
all manner of diseases hrought them unto Him ; and having 
laid His hands on each one of them. He healed tiiem." 

Luke iv. 40. 

"XITHAT loathsomeness to the smell and to the 

^ ^ sight and to the touch ! as was also the touching 

of the leprous 1 " And, behold, many publicans and 

sinners came and sat down with Jesus." (Matt ix. 10.) 

• Acts iv. 12 ; I Cor. i. ii, 
I 
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"Qui contra proceptum vL et ix. peccarant atrocis- 
sime." — Bengel. 

What moral loathsomeness ! And how oflfensive and 
disgusting to Him must have been continual associa- 
tion with the selfish, covetous, proud, hypocritical, 
hating and hateful, amongst whom He was thrown, 
or rather amidst whom He deliberately went ! 

What excuse can I then make for myself if I let the 
poor and suffering see that I am sickened by a loath- 
some smell or sight, or by dirt ? if I turn away froin 
some Lazarus, covered with sores, whom angels wait 
to carry into Abraham's bosom ? ® What can be said 
for me if I despise rather than pity poor sinners, and 
alienate them the more ? What am I that I should 
revolt from a sinner, however much I should revolt 
from sin ? 

The lost sheep may be torn and bleeding, but he is 
still a sheep belonging to the Good Shepherd. The 
image of the King may be defaced and hidden with 
dirt It is my duty, my privilege, not to cast it away, 
but to recognize the coin and cleanse it, if I may. 

O Thou Who camest to seek and save that which 
was lost, and to bring sinners to repentance, give me 
a portion of Thy converting, winning love; and if I fail 
to accomplish Thy work, may it never be for want of 
charity, or a sense of my own unworthiness ! 

Perhaps that poor man is less culpable than I am. 

• " Walk your dim cloister and distribute dole 
To poor sick people, richer in His eyes 
Who ransomed us, and haler too than I, 
And treat their loathsome sores, and heal my own." 

Tennyson, Gtiinevere. 
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Certainly he is one for whom Thou didst shed Thy 
precious Blood. Oh, suffer it not to have been shed 
in vain for him and for me ! 

But need I arouse myself by fear? May I not 
rather rejoice and glory, and bless Thee, and thank 
Thee that Thou hast given me so many happy occa- 
sions of following humbly in Thy steps, and of 
allowing me to minister to Thine afHicted and wander- 
ing ones for Thee. How honoured, how privileged 
am I ! How can I thank Thee enough, or rejoice 
enough in my opportunities of proving my love to 
Thee, and making some little sacrifice — though it re- 
wards itself in the doing — for Thine unspeakable, 
unwearied, numberless and inestimable and unde- 
served mercies ! 

MEDITATION XXXIX. 
SpecalattDe Dottbttf* 

"Nathanael saith to Him, Whence knowest Thou me? Jesus 
answered and said unto him, Before that Philip called thee, 
whilst thou wast under the fig-tree, I saw thee.*' — John i. 48. 

T^O we not feel that the Lord reads our hearts ? 
^^ Have we not a consciousness of His Eye ? Let 
us admit this, and then (verse 50) — " Thou shalt see 
greater things than these." "When we have once 
opened our hearts to the faith it strengthens itself 
from moment to moment by new proofs." (Quesnel.) 

" How can a man be bom when he is old ? . . . How 
can these things be?" (John iii. 4, 9.) 

What Nicodemus urged was true in oi\^ ot^'^^ ^\ 
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« 

things, but not in another ; in the lower, but not in 
the higher. The two orders, each on its own plane, 
are not opposed. Let us not judge the essential by 
the phenomenal, the spiritual by the material, the 
temporal by the eternal.^ 

" If I do not the works of My Father, believe Me 
not But if I do, if ye believe not Me, believe the 
works." (John x. 37, 38.) If the Gospel is not accor- 
dant with all that is wise, good, noble, godlike, believe 
it not ; but if it is — — . If the Gospel, so far as man 
has suffered it to influence him, has not renewed the 
face of the earth, elevated man from nearly a beast 
into nearly an angel, believe not j but if it has done 
this ... the effects of the Gospel are to us what 
miracles, signs, wonders were at its outset 

Let me well consider S. Augustine's noble treatise, 
Defide rerum quce non videntur,^ 

"Lord, we know not whither Thou goest, how 
know we the way?" (John xiv. 5.) 

Utrumque illos Dominus dixerat scire, utrumque 
dixit iste nescire, et locum quo itur et viam qua itur. 
Si eum sciebant, et via ipse est, viam sciebant: si 
eum sciebant, et Veritas ipse est, veritatem sciebant ; 
si eum sciebant, et vita ipse est, vitam sciebant Ecce 
scire convicti sunt, quod se scire nesciebant Nos 
quo imus, nisi ad ipsum ; et qua imus, nisi per ipsum ? 
Ipse igitur ad seipsum per seipsum, nos ad ipsum per 
ipsum. " 

^ The same difficulty is made and met in the case of the 
Eucharist. (Chap. vi. 60-65.) * Vol. vi. ed. Ben. 

' S. Aug. In, Jo, Ev, cap. xiv. Tr. Ixix. 
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" To know Christ is to know all, both the goal and 
the way."* We know more then than we think, if 
we practically know Christ, know Him in the Scripture 
sense of knowledge ; Le, if we believe and love. 
We hold the clue ; we have only to keep hold and 
follow on. Do we expect to see everything till we 
get out of the maze, or to the top of the mountain ? 
Do we deserve to know more ? Can we know more, 
being what we are? Is there not much of the dust of 
the earth in our eyes ? and have we not made ourselves 
short-sighted with gazing at atoms by the gaslight? 
But, as was said, we know more than we think, if we 
know Christ the wisdom of God, os iycvT^Oirj a'o<f>ia '^/mlv,^ 

"And beginning from Moses and from the pro- 
phets He interpreted to them in all the Scriptures the 
things concerning Himself." (Luke xxiv. 27.) So 
again our Lord referred to the original constitution of 
marriage, the temporary relaxation, and declared a 
return to the first principle. (Mark x.) And He re- 
peatedly took His hearers back to early events, and 
showed that He fulfilled the types of the manna, the 
serpent, and the like, and types and prophecies without 
number He silently accomplished. We must take 
then God*s dealings with man as a whole, graduated, 
continuous, consistent with the ultimate object by 
being consistent with the circumstances of a particular 
period which is part of the series, not consistent with 
all parts, but that part to which they belong, which part 
is a link in the chain. We are not to be offended if 
God required not the same high morality at one period 
* Westcott * I Cox, \. -^^Ck, 
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as at another, if He overlooked what seems very bad 
to us Christians, if He accommodated, not His justice 
and mercy, but His administration of them to the 
moral standard of particular persons, nations, periods. 
God's dealings are a continuous whole. Who are we 
that we should say that such a thing should not have 
been, judging from our standpoint? *I2 di^o^roi Koti 

MEDITATION XL. 
QLit Enlargement of tit €^iuvti. 

" Go ye then and make disciples of all the nations." 

MiUt xxviii. 1 9. 

nPHOU, Blessed Jesus, art "the Lamb of God that 
•^ takest away the sins of the world ; Thou art the 
Light of the world." Thou givest " Thy flesh for the 
life of the world." Thou didst give the parable of 
the mustard seed and the leaven. Thou didst say, 
"Other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: 
them also I must bring, and they shall hear My voice ; 
and they shall come to be one flock, One Shepherd." 
Thou didst graciously invite all — " Come unto Me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy laden." Thou didst 
embrace the world with outstretched arms upon the 
Cross. Who then can love Thee, and not strive to 
spread the Gospel and enlarge the Church ? What 
have I to do with allegations, whether partially true or 
wholly false, that many heathens are better than many 
Christians?" "Go ye, and make disciples of all the 
nations " is our charter. 
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Not merely to enlarge the Church in my own parish, 
or neighbourhood, or country, but in all the world,, is 
my duty and privilege, and I am no patriot of the 
Civitas Dei, unless I strive to do this, nor a faithful 
subject of Him to Whom is given as a crown of victory 
for His Death and Passion. "Ask of Me, and I shall 
give Thee the heathen for Thine inheritance, and the 
uttermost parts of the earth for Thy possession." ^ 

Fill me then, O Lord, and my people through me, 
with a true missionary spirit, with the heart to pray, 
and work, and give, that Thy children now scattered 
abroad may be gathered in, and that Thy redeeming 
Name may be known and honoured through all the 
earth to the glory of God the Father, Who " so loved 
the world, that He gave His Son, the Only-begotten, 
that every one that believeth on Him should not 
perish, but have life eternal" ^ 

MEDITATION XLI. 
CTbe SeconH Coming. 

"I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I 
am, ye may be alsa " — John xiv. 3. 

T^HINE apostles, O Lord, longed for that day with 
^ exceeding desire, saying, " Looking for that 
blessed hope, and the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Saviour Jesus Christ" And again, 
" Looking for and hastening the presence of the day 
of God." ^ How can it be otherwise with them that 
1 Ps. ii. 8. « John iiL 16. * Titus il 13; a Peter m. vu 
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love righteousness ? for then the broken reign of sin 
will utterly cease, and that of righteousness prevail 
for ever. How can it be otherwise ? for then He who 
was judged, and was as if weak and helpless, and en- 
dured shame, shall be manifested before all creation 
as Judge and Mighty God, shining in His own eternal 
glory. How can it be otherwise with those who 
have loved and lost any dear one? for in that day 
" those who were laid to rest in Jesus will He bring 
with Him." How can it be otherwise with those who 
love Thee, Blessed Jesus, and through love desire to 
see Thee ? Didst Thou not say to Thy disciples, " I 
will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice"?* 
Now I have never seen Thee, as they did, with the 
bodily eye, but have I not seen Thee a little in Thy 
truth, and by love ? Yet what is this compared with 
the great revelation to the purified eye and the heart 
fired with love ? There is evidently a sight of Thee 
to be looked forward to by the saints, and, according 
to my measure, by me — even me. 

Let it come then, that great day, with all its terrors, 
for Thy glory, for the happiness of the saints, and, 
shall I not say — oh, may I say !— even for me ? for 
perfect love casteth out fear, and although mine is not 
perfect love— far from it — ^alas ! yet I would fain lose 
my fears, so that my desires may accord with that 
which is good, and I may not stand aloof as not 
wishing for that which all who love Thee desire. 

May it not be that the joy of seeing Thee in that 
day will overpower all other feelings, and that self 

' John xvi. 22. 
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will be lost in Thy Presence? I speak indeed of 
what I know not. I speak as if there were no judg- 
ment between Thee and me which may separate me 
from Thee for ever, therefore I will humble myself, 
and put my hand on my mouth, saying only what 
Thou hast taught me to say — Thy kingdom come. 
I know it should come first in me, and assimilate me, 
and possess me, and therefore I say again. Thy king- 
dom come in me, that I may be able to say without 
limitation, and without thought of self — ^for Thou wilt 
not count it selfish to love Thee — Thy kingdom come. 
" Come, Lord Jesus." 

MEDITATION XLII. 
Bebtt&e. 

^ Go your wajrs out into the streets of the same, and say, Even 
the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe 
off against you." — Luke x. lo, ii. 

Tjr E who could console most tenderly, could rebuke 
most severely; for His rebukes and consolations 
were alike unselfish. When called a carpenter's son, 
a blasphemer, a wine-bibber, Jesus rebuked not ; but 
when His Father's honour was in question, when 
hypocrisy required exposure, never did any so slay 
with the sword of his mouth. " Ye hypocrites/' 
" Blind leaders of the blind," " Get thee behind Me, 
Satan," "Faithless and perverse generation," "Wliy 
tempt ye Me, ye hypocrites?" "Woe unto you. 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!" "Ye looVs* "osA 
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blind," " Ye serpents, " Ye generation of vipers, how 
can ye escape the damnation of hell?''' These words 
proceeded out of that mouth which also said, " Judge 
not, that ye be not judged;" and, "A new command- 
ment I give unto you. That ye love one another ; as I 
have loved you, that ye also ,love one another." 

Is it then that He only. Who knoweth the hearts, 
may condemn? He only. Who is without sin, may 
rebuke? Nay, I hear the Apostle of the Gentiles, 
speaking by the Spirit of Christ and saying, ** Rebuke 
sharply."* 

There are then not only persons who deserve re- 
buke, but times and occasions which need them ; and 
as in those cases in which it is needful to resist the 
wishes of others, and to pursue an unpopular course, 
the best security which I can bring is disinterested- 
ness and a dispassionate temper, so it is here.^ I 
must watch that I be not angry for myself^ for my 
opinions as such, for my tastes, but only for my God 
and His goodness. I must rebuke as one who will 
be rebuked in That Day ; if he now makes the heart 
6f the righteous sad, or by wrath exasperates the 
wicked and renders them implacable foes. I must 
remember my own sins when I speak, and whilst I 
fear not the eye of man, I should behold with awe That 
of my God. But, O my Saviour, insufficient were 
this remedy by itself, and everything else that I can 
possibly do. Without Thy grace, I shall be either a 
coward or a "striker."® My rebukes will fail from 

8 Matt XV. 7, 14; xvi. 23; xvii. 17; xxii. 18; xxiii. 1 3-33. 
* Titus L 13. » See Meditation xxvL • Titus i. 7. 
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want of courage, or from want of discretion and 
temper. I beseech Thee, therefore, when I speak in 
Thy name, speak Thou in me. Uphold and control, 
direct and make efifectual ; and let me hasten, when 
my perilous work is performed, to throw myself at 
Thy feet, and to plead there for mercy, not only to 
him who is rebuked, but for him who rebukes. 



MEDITATION XLIII. 
Silente* 

"But Jesus held His peace." — Mait, xxvi. 63. 

"And Pilate went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto 

Jesus, Whence art Thou ? But Jesus gave him no answer."— 

yokn xix. 9. 

n^HERE are times when neither rebuke nor expos- 
•^ tulation will be heard : then Jesus, my Pattern, 
is silent^ 

Not every one is fit to know our feelings and plans. 
By treachery, or by folly, we shall be betrayed, if we 
put ourselves rashly and thoughtlessly into the hands 
of men whose discretion or fidelity we have no reason 
to trust Jesus did not commit Himself to such per- 
sons as these.^ 

Again, although I should always be courteous and 
sweet, and generally happy and cheerful with my 

' This inference does not preclude others, such as that Christ's 
silence symbolized God*s patience in the day of trial, before He 
shall come and not keep silence in the day of Judgment See 
S. Augustine's Sermons, xviL and xviii. on Ps. L 3. 

^ John ii. 24. 
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people, gladly conversing with them on that which 
will interest and please them ; yet, surely there are 
times and seasons in which few words are best On 
such days as Ash -Wednesday and Good Friday, 
before and after a funeral, a thoughtful silence is be- 
coming and wise. Jesus seems often to have walked 
without speaking until appealed to by His disciples ; 
and proceeding to the scene of His Passion, He appears 
to have preserved an awful stillness and silence.^ 

And surely, random and constant talking becomes 
me less than any man, is full of peril, and will bring 
me into contempt.^ 

O Blessed Jesus, both by Thy Speech, and by 
Thy Silence, instruct me. By Thy Tongue parched 
with thirst for the sins of my tongue sanctify this 
unruly member to Thy service ; that as Thou wilt, it 
may speak, and as Thou wilt, may be silent. Thy 
glory, and the good of my flock be its rule. 

MEDITATION XLIV. 
^u^appointment 



«c 



And Jesus answering said, O faithless and perverse generation, 
how long shall I be with you, and suffer you? Bring thy 
son hither." — Luke ix. 41. 

"\1 /"HAT could be more disappointing than the 

^^ reception of the Lord at His old home at 

Nazareth? what than the unbelief of His brethren, 

• Mark x. 32. 

1 ** Nemo secure loquitur nisi qui libenter tacet." — Im, ChrisH^ 
lib. i cap. XX. 
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except I myself, who have rendered to Him such a 
wretched return for His gifts ? The holy brotherhood 
of the blessed Apostles grieved Him again and again 
with their slowness of heart, their dulness, their want 
of faith, their ambition, their worldly expectations and 
views.2 Oh what a mighty sorrow burst forth in that 
cry of my Lord ! " O faithless and perverse genera- 
tion, how long shall I be with you, and suffer you?"* 

Who then, and what then am I, to be disappointed 
at the slowness and dulness of those whom I teach ? 
Do I teach so that thev can understand ? Do I act 
as I teach? Do I answer to the teaching of the 
Spirit as I require others to answer to mine ? 

Thou, Blessed Jesus, wast content not to see the 
fruit of Thy labours; content that Thy disciples 
should remember, and understand, and feel what 
Thou saidst, after Thy death, after Thou hadst 
departed.* And shall not I? Shall I not rejoice 
and give thanks, if by Thy grace I have smoothed 
the way for a better pastor than I am ; if any of my 
people remember what I have said, when I am no 
more? Let this be my monument, that after my 
decease they shall have these things in remembrance ; 
and that I being dead may speak, and more forcibly 
speak, when my people consider my love, and behold 
no longer the many infirmities which now render my 
"bodily presence weak, and my speech contemptible.** 

' Matt, viiu 26 ; xiv. 31 ; xvi. 6-8 ; Luke xxii. 24, 25 ; 
xxiv. 21, 25 ; John xiv. 5-10 ; xx. 24-29. 
* Luke ix. 41. ^ John ii. 22 ; xii. 16 ; xvi 4. 
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MEDITATION XLV. 
(!Dompa£;£Ston* 

" But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with com- 
passion on them, because they fainted, and were scattered 
abroad, as sheep having no shepherd." — Matt, ix. 36. 

A S soon as Jesus saw the bereaved mother, He had 
'*^^ compassion upon her. When He beheld the 
multitudes, He was moved with compassion on them, 
because they fainted, and were scattered abroad, as 
sheep having no shepherd. I have compassion. He 
said, on the multitude, who seem not to have expressed 
their wants, nor to have asked for His aid, because 
they have now been with me three days, and have 
nothing to eat.^ 

Jesus went forth and saw a great multitude, and was 
moved with compassion toward them, and He healed 
their sick; and by the grave of Lazarus Jesus wept.^ 

But how shall I recount His tender mercies, whose 
compassions fail not? Compassion laid Him in the 
stable at Bethlehem. Compassion led Him hungry 
and thirsty, weary and faint, up and down the land ; 
healing, consoling, instructing, feeding, reclaiming, 
absolving. Compassion bared Him for the scourge, 
nailed Him to the Cross, and laid Him in the tomb. 

Oh that I might obtain some portion of His Spirit, 
and take up His mantle ! Oh that my hardness, and 

^ Luke vii. 13 ; Mark viii. 2. 
• Matt xiv. 14 ; John xL 35, 
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indifference, and selfishness, might ever and for ever 
be thawed and melt away under the brightness and 
heat of the love and compassion of Jesus ! Oh that 
I might become more tender and sympathizing ; that 
I might never turn a deaf ear to the complaining, nor 
a cold glance on the needy ; never forget the sorrows 
of others in ray own joys and griefs, amusements or 
labours 1 Oh that an affectionate interest and con- 
sideration might fill my heart and express themselves 
in every look of the eye, and every accent of the 
voice I Oh my tender, compassionate Saviour, show 
Thy compassion on me. Thine unworthy, cold, heart- 
less servant, by making me compassionate, feeling 
for every sorrow and ill of Thy flock, and yearning to 
impart to them all the benefits and consolations I 
possibly can ; yea, and my own life also ; like blessed 
Paul, pitying and loving them with that pity and lover 
wherewith Thou hast pitied and loved me. 

MEDITATION XLVL 
fitfiufinf tj^ise tejbo w^^^u (SoUUiufifcs to be (Sain* 

"Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Ye seek Me, not because ye saw the miracles, but because 
ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. Labour not for the 
meat which perisheth, but for that meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life, which the Son of man shall give unto you : 
for Him hath God the Father sealed."— ^fe^/i vi. 26, 27. 

A LTHOUGH Christ was so compassionate, so for- 
^•^ ward to relieve the wants of the needy, that 
unasked He fed the thousands in tlie wilderness^ Re. 
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here refuses the desires of those who wished Him to 
give them bread. The soul is more than the body ; 
and to benefit the inferior part of our nature at the 
cost of the better, the mortal at the cost of the im- 
mortal, is not the kindness of Jesus. How careful 
then ought I to be, not to encourage, those who would 
make a trade of religion ; and if any opportunity of 
convincing them of their fault should arise, with all 
temper and kindness to do it.*^ 

I should be on the watch lest by worldly induce- 
ments of food, raiment, praise, partiality, I make any 
Christians insincere in their worship, not seekers of 
Jesus for Jesus* sake.® 

All this requires wisdom, more than I have, but 
not more than I can obtain by Prayer. O Divine 
Master and Teacher, grant that the worldly comforts 
'which are administered by my hands to Thy people 
may never excite impure motives in them, nor destroy 
singleness of purpose in seeking Thee; but rather 
lead them on to bless the True Giver, and to seek 
more earnestly the Bread which comes down from 
Heaven, the meat which endureth and quickeneth; 

' ** He does it sparingly ; for He did not say, O gluttons and 
slaves of the belly, but more gently." — Catena^ ed. Cramer, 
in loco. 

B **Quam multi non quserunt Jesum, nisi ut illis faciat bene 
secundum tempus. Alius negotium habet, quserit intercessionem 
clericorum : alius premitur a potentiore, fugit ad ecclesiam : alius 
pro se vult interveniri apud eum, apud quern parum valet : ille 
sic, ille sic; impletur quotidie talibus ecclesia. Vix quaeritur 
Jesus propter Jesum." — S. Aug. in Johan, Ev, cap. vL v. 26. 
Tract XXV. § la 
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to find Thee now in Thy Sacrament, and hereafter 
without Sacrament, their visible Joy and Life in the 
presence of the Father and of the Holy Ghost. Make 
them to love and to seek Thee, for Thyself, O Thou 
v/ho only art Life.® 

MEDITATION XLVIL 
]Peacesitiinir> 

" Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will 

toward men.** — Luke ii. 14. 
"And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to 

this house. And if the son of peace be there, your peace 

shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again.**— 

Luke X. 5, 6. 
"Blessed are the peacemakers : for they shall be called the 

children of God.** — Matt. v. 9. 
'* Peace I leave with you, My peace I give unto you : not as the 

world giveth, give I unto you. Let not your heart be troubled, 

neither let it be afraid.'* — John xiv. 27. 

HTHE Prince of Peace made peace between God 
^ and man, and between man and God 3^ between 
angels and men;^ between man and man; and in the 
hearts of all who were willing to be sons of peace. 
One of His beatitudes was for the peacemakers, and 
the salutation of His missionaries was "Peace." I 
am pledged not only by the Example of my Pattern, 
but by the engagement which I have voluntarily and 
solemnly undertaken to be a peacemaker. I am not 

• "Quaeritis me propter aliud, quseriteme propter me.'*— 
S. Aug. 
1 I John iL 2 ; iv. 10; 2 Cor. v. 18-21 ; CoL i. 21, 22. 
' Eph. L 10; Col. L 2a 

K 
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only to beseech men to be reconciled to God and to 
pray to Him for their pardon, but I have sworn " to 
maintain and set forwards, as much as lieth in me, 
peace and love among all Christian people, and 
especially among them that are, or shall be, com- 
mitted to my charge." 

The unity of the Church should be very dear to 
me, and lie at my heart. The religious unity of my 
parish should be earnestly desired, and longed, and 
laboured for; nor this only, but good will and charity 
between neighbour and neighbour should be pro- 
moted by me ; differences should be adjusted, quarrels 
and rivalries allayed, the oil c^ love poured on rough 
waters. 

How careful ought I to be not to take a side with 
one body of my people against another; not to 
encourage nor allow unkind reports and constructions 
oi the conduct of others ! How evidently ought all 
strife, and bitterness, and tumult, to grieve me, the 
peace-lover and peace-maker of the parish ! 

So, also, when I visit the sick, the Church instructs 
me to say, as I enter a troubled dwelling, " Peace be 
to this house and to all that dwell in it." I ought to 
bear with me my Lord's dear legacy, that of which 
He spoke when He said, " Peace I leave with you," 
the peace wherewith He stilled the seas, and calmed 
the fears of His trembling disciples. I ought to infuse 
peace wherever I go. There ought to be within me 
that settled faith and patience, that sweet hope and 
charity, and about me that gentleness and calmness, 
which may lead men to know me as a messenger 
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of the Prince of Peace; a messenger sent to heal 
divisions, to still fears and commotions, and to 
restore peace between Heaven and the sinner; 
between brother and brother, and in each Chris- 
tian's heart. But, who is sufficient for these things? 
Least of all I. O Jesu, Prince of Peace, fill me with 
calm faith, sweet patience, a sensitive charity, a yearn- 
ing affection, a holy stillness of bliss in Thee, so that 
Thou mayest be, in me and through me, Peace-maker 
and Peace-giver to Thy people. May my flock and I 
desire and cultivate Heavenly peace more and more, 
until we enjoy it in Heaven, perfect, untroubled ; that 
which is not, and cannot be broken ; in the unity of 
the Ever Blessed Trinity, which causes and preserves 
the unity of Angels and saints in the Presence and 
Bliss of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, 
Three Persons and One God, to whom be all glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 



MEDITATION XLVIII. 

**And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not 
where to lay His head." — Matt, viii. 2a 

TDOVERTY tends to make men humble, else 
■*■ wherefore did the Lord say, " Blessed are the 
poor in spirit, **or "Blessed be ye poor"?' Poverty 
removes out of the circle of worldly pleasures and 

' ConC Matt v. 3 ; Luke yi. 20, 
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vanities, and keeps a man to himself and his God. 
Poverty quickens the desire of Heaven, takes us out 
of our own hands ; leads us to trust, not in uncertain 
riches, but in the living God ; conforms us to Christ 
Is it a blessing to be like Christ ? Then let me hear 
these His words : " The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of man hath 
not where to lay His Head." 

I know that when a man has conquered the love 
of wealth for himself there still remains the temp- 
tation to desire it for others, for children, or other 
relatives dependent upon him. But what ? Are we to 
confess poverty to be good for ourselves, and yet be 
unwilling that those whom we love best should also 
enjoy it? Are we to rejoice in the freedom which it 
brings from many temptations, and yet not desire 
that our beloved should be equally free? Are they 
not to share with us whatever deadness to the world, 
whatever desires of Heaven, whatever repose upon 
God, whatever likeness to Christ, His gracious dis- 
pensation has conferred, or sought to confer upon us ? * 

Moreover, it is truly said, "Nothing renders a 
pastor more amiable in the sight of God, or draws 
down more graces and blessings, than a contempt of 

* " Parents who labour to leave their children in a condition 
to be independent, to be idle, to live in luxury, &c, do put 
them in the way of ruin, without a great grace of God, which 
they are not always careful to pray for. Our blessed Lord, 
because He loved the rich young man, directed him to sell what 
he had and give to the poor, knowing that riches are a snare, a 
temptation, and an hindrance to our happiness." — Sacra 
Privaia, p. 27, ed. 1854 
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earthly things, and of the conveniences of life, that he 
may approve himself a faithful minister of Christ," 
and "they that recommend eternal possessions and 
happiness to others, ought to show that they are 
verily persuaded themselves of the vanity of all 
earthly enjoyments, avoiding superfluities, and not 
being over-concerned for necessaries. Jesus Christ 
thus preached the contempt of the world by con- 
temning it Himself."* 

Yes, how shall I preach the kingdom of God to the 
rich or the poor, if they see me living luxuriously, 
or desiring to do so; enjoying wealth, or disliking 
poverty? What have I to do with gay equipages, I 
who act for One who walked on His missionary 
journeys, and who only rode to His Passion ? What 
have I to do with a house furnished with every 
luxury, who have no claim to be heard, except that 
I come in His name,® who had not even what the 
fox has, or the birds? Oh, my Saviour, poor in 
wealth, but rich in grace; homeless here, but the 
Lord of the Mansions above ; thirsting here, although 
the very Fountain of life and of bliss; hungering 
here, yet the food of angels and men, grant to 
me, if I truly desire these blessings above, a poor 
and mortified spirit, contempt of the world, and 
contempt of myself, because I still love it so much, 
after all Thy warnings, persuasions, assistances, and 
in spite of Thy holy example. " O King of kings, 
and Lord of lords ! Who art here present with me, 

• Bp. Wilson, Sacra Frivata^ Sunday and Wednesday 
Meditations, pp. 96, 158, ed. 1854. • Luk&Yu \^. 
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and sustainest me everywhere, hast Thou not truly 
said, Blessed are the poor in spirit ? O certain truth I 
And I am unwilling to be blessed, and to have Thy 
kingdom, and be like unto Thee, my King and my 
God, and hereafter to sit with Thee, and with Thee 
judge. Truly Thou hast chosen the poor, and art 
wont to hearken unto the desire of the poor. Choose 
me then, and hearken unto me ; for lo, for Thy sake 
do I sincerely and with my whole heart renounce, in 
inclination at least, all things small or great, that I 
may hereafter be able to say, Lo ! we have forsaken 
all things, and have followed Thee. . . Naked came 
I out of my mother's womb, arid naked shall I retiun 
thither ; and bared of all do I long to follow Thee, O 
Jesus, bared of all ; to be perfect and sell all, that in 
Thee both here and for ever I may find an hundred- 
fold, yea, All. Amen."^ 



MEDITATION XLIX. 
®pportttnitteie; of Speecli* 

** There cometh a woman of Samaria to draw water : Jesus saith 
unto her, Give me to drink. (For His disciples were gone 
away unto the city to buy meat.) Then saith the woman of 
Samaria unto Him, How is it that Thou, being a Jew, askest 
drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria ? for the Jews 
have no dealings with the Samaritaiis. Jesus answered and 
said unto her, If thou knewest the gift of God, and who it is 

' Paradise for the Christian Soul, pt. iv. If it should seem 
to any reader unreal to say ** bared of all do I long;" he can 
say with the author, May I long," 
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that saith to thee, Give me to drink ; thou wouldest have 
asked of Him, and He would have given thee living water* 
The woman saith unto Him, Sir, thou hast nothing to draw 
with, and the well is deep : from whence then hast Thou that 
living water? Art Thou greater than our father Jacob, which 
gave us the well, and drank thereof himself, and his children, 
and his cattle ? Jesus answered and said unto her. Whoso- 
ever drinketh of this water shall thirst again : but whosoever 
drinketh of the water that I shall give him shall never thirst ; 
but the water that I shall give him shall be in him a well of 
water springing up into everlasting life." — John iv. 7-14. 

TTOW wisely did my Divine Pattern use every 
occasion of doing good ! How without any 
stiffness or violence ; yea, rather with what quiet ease 
and natural sweetness did He turn the current of 
men's thoughts from the rocky and sandy deserts 
of the world into the rich pastures of Heavenly 
truth! 

By the water of this world He led the Samaritan 
woman to the fountain of life: by natural hunger 
He drew men to the Bread which came down from 
Heaven : by the conduct of those who sought the best 
seats He taught us humility.^ " Hearts truly touched 
with the love of God will communicate light and heat 
to others in their ordinary conversation — will speak 
honourably of God, of His perfections, His justice, 
goodness, wisdom, and power ; the excellency of His 
laws, the pleasure of His service, the instances of 
His love, the rewards He has promised to His friends, 
and the punishments He has prepared for His ene- 
mies. And by doing so, we shall recommend God and 

* John vL 26-34; Luke xiv. 7-1 !• 
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religion to those we converse with — ^win over subjects 
to Him, and add to our own happiness. 

" One mild, prudent, and edifying conversation has 
often gained more souls than many sermons. 

" The more spiritual our minds are, the more hea- 
venly will our conversation be with those we discourse 
with. We, of all men, should desire to talk and to 
be talked to in our own way, and of things relating 
to our profession ; and so we should if our profession 
were most at our heart Love is a talkative passion, 
and yet the divine lover is backward to talk of the 
very delight of his soul."® 

All this is most certain. Yet, alas ! there is scarcely 
any thing in which I fail more deplorably, being 
either timid or rash, gloomy or light ; cold, ungainly, 
and unwinning in my conversation. 

O Blessed Jesus, help me to learn of Thee, neither 
to cast pearls before swine, nor to lose a golden 
occasion of doing good to those who will profit by 
what I can say; neither to intrude religion, nor to 
exclude it ; so to speak of it, that it may be welcome 
and sweet to those who shall hear me. "May that 
good Spirit, which appeared in the likeness of tongues 
of fire, warm my heart, direct my thoughts, and guide 
my tongue, and give a power to persuade; that by 
my conversation and example, as well as by my 
sermons and writings, I may promote the kingdom 
and interests of my Great Master. Amen."^ 

• Sacra Privata^ Saturday Med., pp. 309, 31a 

* Sacra Privata, p. 308. 



MED. L.] WITH CHRIST OR WITHOUT. 137 



MEDITATION L. 

''And when even was now come, His disciples went down unto 
the sea, and entered into a ship, and went over the sea toward 
Capernaum. And it was now dark, and Jesus was not come 
to them. And the sea arose by reason of a great wind that 
blew. So when they had rowed about five-and-twenty or 
thirty furlongs, they see Jesus walking on the sea, and 
drawing nigh imto the ship : and they were afraid. But He 
saith unto them, It is I ; be not afraid. Then they willingly 
received Him into the ship : and immediately the ship was 
at the land whither they went." — John vi. 16-21. 

" T ESUS had not come unto " His disciples. There- 
J fore the wind blew, the sea arose, they made 
little progress, until He appeared. They willingly 
received Him, and immediately the ship was at the 
land whither they went.^ 

So before this, they had " toiled all the night, and 
taken nothing ;" but Christ came ; Christ commanded ; 
by faith they let down the net ; " and when they had 
this done, they enclosed a great multitude of fishes : 
and their net brake."* 

" *' The ship receives more assistance from Christ when He 
enters into it, than He does from the ship. Thus it is with 
respect to the service of God, the service of Jesus Christ, the 
Master is more useful to the servant than the servant to his 
Master; and the labours of the ministers of the Church are 
more necessary to the salvation of the ministers themselves, than 
to the glory of God." — QuesneL ' Luk^N. v^» 
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And again afterwards, when they laboured hi the 
night without Christ, they caught nothing ; but when 
He stood near, and told them to cast, and w^here to 
cast, the hundred and fifty-three great fishes, figures 
of the elect,* were taken at once. Thus, often and 
often, am I on the stormy sea vainly steering, and 
in the dark night of the world vainly fishing, and it is 
my own fault all the while. I act by myself; by my 
own wisdom, which is mere folly; in my own way, 
which is error; whilst Jesus is willing to enter into 
my ship, or is standing on the eternal shore ready to 
direct all my efforts. Let me then lay the blame of 
my failures on no one but myself, nor waste my time 
in useless repinings, or self-accusation; but look, 
Blessed Jesus, for Thee, and listen to Thee. Enter 
Thou into my ship ; direct and bless all my efforts : 
then, by my hands, though neither by my wisdom nor 
strength. Thy children now lost in the bitter waves of 
that stormy sea of this life, shall be landed safely on 
the shore of eternity; and I, so unworthy, shall be 
welcomed by Thee to the feast not prepared by man, 
but for man.* 

* John xxl 3-1 1. S. Augustine contrasts this miracle with 
the earlier one, shovNing that the first capture of fish sjmibolized 
the visible Church, containing a vast and mixed multitude; 
whereas the second, drawn, not into the ship but to shore, 
in a net not in danger of being rent, and consisting of a definite 
number, signifies those who are saved. — TV. in Johan, cxxiii. 

^ John xxi. 12, 13. 
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MEDITATION LI. 

"Let your loins be girded about, and your lights burning ; and ye 
yourselves like unto men that wait for their lord, when he will 
return from the wedding ; that when he cometh and knocketh, 
they may open unto him immediately. Blessed are those 
servants, whom the lord when he cometh shall find watch- 
ing : verily I say unto you, that he shall gird himself, and 
make them to sit down to meat, and will come forth and 
serve them. And if he shall come in the second watch, or 
come in the third watch, and find them so, blessed are those 
servants. And this know, that if the goodman of the house 
had known what hour the thief would come, he would have 
watched, and not have suffered his house to be broken 
through. Be ye therefore ready also : for the Son of man 
cometh at an hour when ye think not Then Peter said unto 
Him, Lord, speakest Thou this parable unto us, or even to 
all ? And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise 
steward, whom his lord shall make ruler over his household, 
to give them their portion of meat in due season? Blessed 
is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find 
so doing? Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make 
him ruler over all that he hath. But and if that servant say 
in his heart, My lord delayeth his coming ; and shall begin 
to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, 
and to be drunken ; the lord of that servant will come in a 
day when he looketh not for him, and at an hour when he is 
not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him 
his portion with the unbelievers. And that servant, which 
knew his lord's will, and prepared not himself, neither did 
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.'' — 
Luke xii. 35-47- 

T MUST watch both for myself and for my flock. 
"^ If I watch not for others, the blood of those slain 
by the foe of God and of souls will be reqj3L\x^^ ^\. xsx^ 
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hand.* God is no Laban ; but He will justly require 
that which is torn by devils, or stolen by day or night, 
by the cunning craftiness of those who lie in wait to 
deceive, if these calamities fall upon my flock through 
my carelessness.^ 

I ought to watch the times ; the varying forms of 
error; each new snare; and not only this, but the 
single temptations of each single sheep. 

How can I do this, if I myself am caught by the 
lusts of the world, by the popular heresies, the 
national sins, or the sins of the age? "Can the 
blind lead the blind? shall they not both fall into the 
ditch ?" 

If I begin to eat and drink, and to be drunken 
"with the drunken,® to take my tone from the world, 
to be carried away with its pleasures, to be immersed 
in the things of sense, to join in the mad revel of 
the world's mirth, to forget the Lord until He come — 
oh how terrible — how endless — how hopeless the 
judgment which must come upon me 1 

Of this the Church warned me when she made me 
a " Watchman " for Thee, saying, " If it shall happen 
the same Church, or any member thereof, to take 
any hurt or hindrance by reason of your negligence, 
ye know the greatness of the fault, and also the 
horrible punishment which will ensue." It would be 
my sufficient condemnation to be so unlike to Thee, 
my Lord, who didst watch for those who watched not, 
and didst so carefully and tenderly foresee and pro- 

' Ezek. iii. 17-21 ; xxxiii. 2-9. ^ Gen. xxxi. 39. 
B Conf. Matt. xxiv. 49 with Luke xU. 45. 
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vide for the perils of Thy followers, warning S. Peter, 
and the twelve, and even Judas, again and again of 
the dangers which only Thy watchful and loving eye 
had discerned.® And how shall I describe the blessed- 
ness of having watched, and of being found ready, I 
and the people whom Thou hast lent me? Blessed 
is that servant, blessed to see Him for Whom He 
watched ; and blessed is the everlasting glory which, 
shall be given to him in that Day.^ 



MEDITATION LII. 

STn toliat to <Slor?* 

" And the seventy returned again with joy, sajring, Lord, even 
the devils are subject unto us through Thy name. And He 
said unto them, I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven. 
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy : and nothing 
shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding in this rejoice 
not, that the spirits are subject unto you ; but rather rejoice, 
because your names are written in heaven." — Luke x. 17-20. 

'X'HE disciples, full of wonder and delight at the 
^ powers with which they were endowed, seem for 
a while to have forgotten the Giver, and His object, 
in the gift* 

• Matt xxvi, 31, 34, 41 ; John vL 70 ; xiii. 10 ; xvi. 32. 

^ For a practical view of the question, ** When Christ shall 
come," let all who can obtain it read S. Augustine's matchless 
letter to Hesychius. — £p. cxcix. tom. 2, ed. Ben. 

• "They seem rather to have rejoiced that they were made 
authors of miracles, than that they had been madft TsioAsXxx^ ^ 
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Have I not done the same ; and that after receiving 
the Comforter Who was not then given ? How often 
have I taken pleasure in that which is only valuaUe 
for its effects ; and, if it has any effects, is not mine, 
but His rather Who gave it ! 

Of what use is learning? or skill in argument? or 
eloquence? or the power of the pries&ood — except 
to win souls to God, for His gkxy, and for their 
salvation? What is that eloquence which does not 
persuade ? learning which does not instruct ? aigmnent 
which convinces not? power to act from God fw 
man, who, from my defects, will hot approach to 
receive the benefits intended for him by God ? 

Moreover, are my powers, in fact, worthy at all of 
my boasting? The Aposties indeed really wrought 
wonders, and cast out devils, but do I ? Is my learn- 
ing accurate ? Are my eloquence, my power of dispu- 

preaching. It would have been better to rejoice in those whom 
they had taken, as f^aul to those called through himself ' Ye are 
my rejoicing, and my crown.*" — S. CyriL Cat. Aur. "Because 
the joy wherewith He saw them glad savoured of vain-glory, for 
they were rejoicing that they were exalted as it were, and were 
terrible to men and devils, therefore the Lord added, 'But 
rather rejoice,* ** &c. — ^Titus Bostr. lb. 

" It is a very rare thing for men not to take too much satis- 
Action in the success of those works which God performs by us. 
The Apostles themselves are not proof against it Every state 
of superiority is dangerous for those who have from Adam 
inherited a desire to distinguish themselves from others, and to 
bear rule. One is ready enough to own that all success comes 
from God ; but the delight and complacency one is apt to take 
in having more than another of this gift of God, and the joy of 
being taken notice of by men with this gift and because of this 
^t are deplorable effects of self-love.** — QuesneL 
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tation that which I presume to think them ? If they 
are not — where then is my glory ? If they are — who 
gave them ? and for what ? If they are — do not evil 
men share these gifts with me ? They are no signs of 
God's love and favour.^ 

If I possess, or rather hold, any gifts in which the 
carnal man might glory, then, unless I am abandoned 
to myself, I have, or soon shall have, an affliction to 
subdue my pride, lest I be exalted.* God forbid that 
I should glory save in the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ If I have any converts, as a glory and joy, God 
be praised. I did but sow, or water. He alone gave, or 
could give the increase. But, alas ! how little fruit of 
labour have I to show. My gifts are my shame. Oh 
that I might rejoice in something better; even that 
my name once written in Heaven, when I was made 
an inheritor of it, is still surely inscribed there! 
Who shall certify me of this ? Yet, what other assurance 
can furnish ground for rejoicing? Humility shall be 
the ground of my hope. My hope shall be only in 
Him, who puts down the mighty from their seat, and 
lifts up the humble and meek. 

• ** Let us not rejoice in the great and brilliant gifts of God, 
but only in His mercy towards us. That which may be common 
both to good and bad, and which was given to Judas, as well as 
to the other Apostles, is not that which should make our joy." — 
Quesnel. * 2 Cor. xiL 7. 
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MEDITATION LIIL 

W^t Salt tolitclft Iia£( loist ta ftatoour* 

" Salt is good : but if the salt have lost his savour, wherewith 
shall it be seasoned? It is neither fit for the land, nor yet 
for the dunghill ; but men cast it out He that hath ears to. 
hear, let him hear." — Luke xiv. 34, 35, 

« nPHE salt of Christian wisdom, which consists in 
•^ having a relish only for heavenly things, ought 
to be very lively and ardent in priests. It belongs 
to them to impart this relish to others ; but if they 
have once lost it, how difficult it is to recover. This 
relish and this wisdom seldom return when the relish 
and wisdom of the world have taken their place. . . . 
O Jesus, Eternal Wisdom, wholesome salt of souls, 
pattern of Christian humility and source of true peace, 
give me a relish for God, for humility, and for peace ; 
preserve in me whatever comes from Thee, and con- 
sume the corruption which proceeds from myself."* 

I ask myself this question : Does the world give 
to me its savour, or do I impart the savour of Christ 
to the world ? If I am savourless of Christ, who are 
they that shall cast me out? The Angels. And 
whence? From Heaven. And who shall tread me 
under foot ? Men now, and devils for ever. I shall 
be worthily despised in time, and through all eternity. 
O Blessed Jesus, Thou wast, indeed, salt to a 

* Quesnel on Mark ix. 49. 
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corrupt and perishing world. Be so to me, and to 
Thy people through me. 



MEDITATION LIV. 

" Howbeit this kmd goeth not out but by prayer and fasting." 

Matt. xvii. 21. 

T 1 /"HY is Still in schism, divided from Christ 

by being divided from His body the Church ? 

Why is still a heretic ? and living in open 

sin? and so careless? and ' so lost in 

pleasures? and ' immersed in gains? Why is 

the quarrel between and still unhealed? 

O my God, is this my fault? This kind goeth not 
out, these sins which are the work of evil spirits, will 
not depart without prayer and fasting on the part of 
those whose office it is to cast them out. 

" He who bewails not the sins of his people, and 
does not by his own tears make as it were some 
amends for their impenitency, is not worthy to be 
their mediator with God. Gracious God, look down 
in mercy upon the miserable case of these whom I 
now present before Thee. Touch their hearts most 
powerfully from above, that they may. see before it 
be too late the danger of living without God in the 
world, for Jesus Christ's sake. Amen."® 

* Sacra Prvvaia^ Sunday Med., p. I02. 

L 
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MEDITATION LV. 

*' Jesus therefore, being wearied with His journey, sat thus on 

the well."— >Aii iy. 6. 

" IV OT in vam is the Power of God fatigued; for 

•*• ^ not in vain is He weary through Whom the 
weary are refreshed; for not in vain is He &Ltigued 
Who, if He desert us, we are weary, if He is present, 
we are made strong."' How great must have been 
the weariness of my Master in those long journeys, 
those pressings of the multitude during which He 
bad no leisure so much as to eat !^ 

But greater still the weariness of the Soul, as when 
He cried, "How long shall I be with you? How 
long shall I suffer you?" "Hpw am I straitened till 
it be accomplished !"* 

Shame on me for my heavy steps and heavy heart ! 
Shall I be weary, and faint, and downcast, and in- 
active, who have such a Master, and who labour so 
little for Him Who toiled so much for me? "May 
all labour, which is for Thee, be sweet to me, and all 
rest wearisome, which is not in Thee."^^ 

Jesus, be Thou my Strength, and my Repose ; my 

^ S. Aug. Tr. XV. s. 6, in y^han Evan, cap. iv. He how- 
ever takes Christ's weariness, not as above, but as an expression 
of His humiliation as man ; and again in another most beautiful 
passage, Liber de Dvv. Quasi, Ixiv. ^ Mark vi. 31. 

• Matt xvii. 17 ; Luke xii. 50. ^° Paradise^ bk. iv. ch. iv. 
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Power, and Energy, and Vigour; yet my Refresh- 
ment, and my Rest. May I go forth in Thee, and 
continually repose in Thee, walk with Thee, and sit 
the while at Thy feet My Refuge from the blast, 
my Shadow from the heat, my sheltering Rock, my 
Well of water, let me ever rest in Thee, but without 
Thee never. 

" Thou Who didst sit on Jacob's well. 
The weary hour of noon, 
The languid pulses Thou canst tell, 
The nerveless spirit tune."^ 



MEDITATION* LVI. 
iFalltns %atft* 

** And Jesus said unto him, No man, having put his hand to the 
plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.'' 

Luke ix. 62. 

" TV/fANY that are first shall be last" Who shall 
^ ^ be sure, when an apostle was a traitor? 
When one who heard and saw Christ day by day, 
wrought His miracles, and kissed His face; when 
such an one fell, who is sure to stand ? 

But I have to dread, not only an entire falling away, 
but any degree of it, which to myself or others may 
be the beginning of relapse. Nothing is more hurtful 
to the soul than to abandon any of its holy resolu- 
tions or practices ; to give up an act of devotion or 
of self-denial ; to become less strict, less zealous than 
before. It is indeed lawful, and at times expedient, 
^ ** Second Sunday after Christmas." — Christian Year* 
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to exchange one act of devotion for another; one 
observance or practice, labour, or self-denial, for 
another of equal fervour; but to recede in spiritual 
eflfort is to begin a downward course, of which none 
can foresee the ^nd but God. I may be swept away 
by the stream, which I no longer ascend, into the 
great flood of iniquity, the whirlpool of vain and 
sinful pleasures, or covetousness, which may drown 
me in perdition. 

That which is so perilous to me is the same to my 
people. If they see me fall back and become less 
earnest, give up my efforts, grow cold and dull; if 
they behold me abandon my work, unless they can 
perceive that it is from no want of zeal, but only to 
substitute something more effective, how can I tell 
the conseqences to them of such an example ? How 
shall I answer for it ? 

Oh may my conscience never reproach me whilst I 
say to others, as from Christ, " I have somewhat against 
thee, because thou hast left thy first love. Remember 
therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repen^ 
and do the first works ; or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his 
place, except thou repent"^ 

Do Thou, O Blessed Jesus, the same yesterday, 
to-day, and for ever, because always perfect, save me 
from this disgrace and peril Make me stable and 
constant in Thee. Grant me not to go back, but 
rather to advance '^as the shining light, that shineth 
more and more unto the perfect day." 

* Rev. ii. 4^ S« 
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MEDITATION LVII. 
Conmtreration for (Stiiertf. 

'* No man putteth a piece of new cloth unto an old garment, for 
that which is put in to fill it up taketh firom the garment, and 
the rent is made worse. Neither do men put new wine into 
old bottles : else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out, 
and the bottles perish : but they put new wine into new 
bottles, and both are preserved." — Matt, ix. i6, 17. 

** And with many such parables spake He the word unto them, 
as they were able to hear it — Mark iv. 33. 

** I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear 
them now." — John xvi. 12. 

'X'HE forethought, tenderness, and consideration of 
^ Jesus, for the infirmities of the weak, are my 
pattern. His apostle copied it He fed with milk 
those who were not fit for meat, and was gentle among 
them, even as a niu^e cherisheth her children. ^ 

I seem to gather hence these rules for my own 
guidance : — 

I. That which Christ and His apostles taught or 
prescribed is absolutely and immutably binding. The 
doctrines and laws of the Church are also obligatory 
upon me, since She governs her children for Christ, 
and I am pledged to them by a solemn consent, and 
because through her only comes my authority to 
teach. These then, always to be aimed at, and 
ultimately to be attained, are yet to be taught and 
enforced gradually, watchfully, and with the greatest 

■ I Cor. iiL 2 ; I Thess. ii. 7, 
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tenderness and love. I am to labour by address and 
by affection to make them acceptable. I am to bring 
in nothing harshly and suddenly ; to respect language, 
and customs, which, although faulty, seem to have 
the sanction of prescription. I am to explain, to 
prepare the way, to smooth difficulties, to soften pre- 
judices, to wait long, to watch my time, to be gentle, 
and patient, and loving, remembering not only tiie 
patience and consideration of my Master, but how 
impatient I myself should be, if a harsh rule were 
suddenly imposed upon me ; how disturbed I myself 
am whenever my own principles and practices are 
rejected by others. 

2. If this be so with principles and usages which 
are certainly good and binding; how much more 
temperate, careful, slow, conceding I ought to be in 
bringing in any improvements which seem to me 
desirable, but may not be so ; which may break up 
the devotional habits of my congregation; unsettle 
them, as well as pain them; and which I am not 
bound in duty to enforce. 

3. I ought to be very careful not to lead my people 
on to doctrines or devotional acts beyond themselves ; 
to which they have not yet grown ; which they can 
scarcely comprehend ; which may make them unreal 
and heady; and from which hereafter may arise a 
mischievous reaction. 

But, O most patient and loving Teacher : O Wis- 
dom equal to Love, and Love equal to Wisdom, 
instruct me always how to apply these principles, if 
they are right; and to correct them, if they are 
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wrong. Teach me when to advance, and when to 
wait ; when to yield, and when' to stand. Give me 
grace so to teach and act, that neither by haste, nor 
by sloth j neither by rashness, nor timidity, I may 
hinder the progress of true religion, and the return of 
this people to Catholic unity of doctrine and of dis- 
cipline; that, yet once more, before Thou comest, 
we and all Thy whole Church on earth may with one 
mind and one mouth glorify God. 



MEDITATION LVIII. 
Lolie of Pre-eminence. 

''And He came to Capemaum: and being in the house H^ 
asked them, What was it that ye disputed among yourselves 
by the way? But they held their peace : for by the way they 
had disputed among themselves, who should be the greatest. 
And He sat down, and called the twelve, and saith ulit6 
them. If any man desire to be first, the same shall be last of 
all, and servant of aU. And He took a child, and set him 
in the midst of them : and when He had taken him in His 
arms, He said unto them. Whosoever shall receive one of 
such children in My name, receiveth Me: and whosoeveir 
shall receive Me, receiveth not Me, but Him that sent Me." 
-^Mark ix. 33-37. 

" And there was also a strife among them, which of them should 
be accounted the greatest. And He said unto them, Th6 
kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them ; and WitJ 
that exercise authority upon them are called benefactors* 
But ye shall not be so : but he that is greatest among you, 
let him be as the younger ; and he that is chief, as he that 
doth serve. For whether is greater, he that sitteth at meat, 
or he that serveth? is not he that sitteth at meat? but I am 
among you as he that serveth." — Luke xxil 24-27. 



^ 
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** Ye call Me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. 
If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed your feet ; ye 
also ought to wash one another's feet For I have given you 
an example, that ye should do as I have done to you. 
Verily, verily, I say unto you. The servant is not greater 
than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that 
sent him. If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do 
them." — John xiii. 13-17. 

T TOW shall I venture to think myself free from 
^ ^ this peril of ambition, when the holy company 
of the Apostles were not; no not even after the 
announcement of Christ's sufferings, and the washing 
of their feet by the Lord of glory ? 

O Blessed Jesus, let Thy words for ever ring in 
my ears, "Except ye be converted, and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter into the kingdom 
of heaven." Oh may Thy example for ever appear 
before my eyes, Thy incomparable sweetness and 
humility, when Thou didst stoop to wash the feet 
of Thy disciples ! 

Let others be leaders; others speak; others get 
the credit ; others rule ; be praised, and be preferred. 
Let me rather abide in silence, and in secret with 
Thee ; speaking and coming forward only when need 
is — only when Thou shalt seem to bid me ; and gladly 
retiring again to Thee; yea into Thee. Let me 
esteem others better than myself, and rejoice when 
they are honoured and rewarded. The hope of Thy 
praise be henceforth my desire ; the consciousness of 
Thy approval my consolation. Thou hast set the 
example : add yet this further grace that I may be 
able to follow it 
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MEDITATION LIX. 

** And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto 

Me." — John xii. 32. 

T) Y Thy Cross, my Saviour, Thou didst prevail, and 
■^ can I hope to succeed by any thing else ? It is 
the Tree of life ; the rod of Moses and of Aaron \ the 
branch which sweetened the bitter waters ; the spear 
of Joshua. It draws all men imto it, as the iron was 
lifted up from the depths to the wood ; as the brazen 
serpent on the pole attracted all men's eyes, and healed 
their wounds. On the Cross Thou didst stretch forth 
Thy pierced Hands, embracing with one Thine ancient 
people, and the Gentiles with the other.^ Truly by 
Thy Cross didst Thou draw all men unto Thee ; the 
penitent thief; the Centurion ; the timid Joseph and 
Nicodemus; and after them in their steps penitents, 
heathens, bold, timid, learned, unlearned, rich, poor, 
all who have formed the Church through nineteen 
centuries, and all who shall be admitted into her fold 
before the end. 

Surely it can only be by holding up this ensign to the 
world that truth and holiness may hope to triumph. 
The Cross of Christ signed on the infant's forehead, 
and ever after impressed upon its memory ; the Cross 
of Christ in preaching ; the Cross of Christ exhibited 
in the unbloody Sacrifice ; the Cross of Christ set forth 

• S. Athan., De Incarn. Verbi Dei, 
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as the hope of penitents, the comfort of the afflicted, 
the only hope and stay of the dying — this is my 
universal shield, sword, staff, medicine, and balm of 
consolation. But how is the Cross best seen and 
known ? Surely in the crucified lives of its professors. 

I hear the words of One who loved and bare It; 
but I scarce understand them, still less perform them. 
Ah, I can only comprehend the saying by performing 
the action. The knowledge of the Cross is given only 
to the crucified. 

Let Thy Apostle speak, and let a worthier than 1 
explain. Thus then speaks S. Paul: "God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the Cross of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me, and I unto the world;" and thus a holy man 
expounds : 

" Mihi mundus crucifixus est, ut me non teneat : et 
ego mundo, ut eum non teneam : quia nee mundus 
in me aliquid cognoscit, nee ego in mundo aliquid 
cupio." * 

If, because the world is dead to me by the Cross of 
Christ, it holds me dead to it; no longer thinks me 
one who can be tempted by its honours, its riches, its 
comforts, and its pleasures; then, indeed, the Cross 
of Christ is set forth in me mightily, and by its evident 
power men will be drawn to Him who was lifted up to 
die, that He might lift them up from death. 

But, alas ! how far am I from this ! The world 
judges, and rightly judges, that it still has charms, and 
baits, and snares, for me. It beholds not the Cross 

* llcrv^eus in loco. 
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in me, sweetening all sorrows, sobering all joys, 
calming all provocations ; and hence I fail to preach 
the Cross. 

By whatsoever disappointments, vexations, losses, 
pains, bereavements, I have yet to learn Thy Cross, 
my crucified Jesus, yet let me learn it ; when, and as 
Thou wilt. Lift me up to It, and by It; and lift up 
others with me to Thyself. 



MEDITATION LX. 
W^z mill of (Soti* 

''Jesus saith unto them, My meat is to do the will of Him thstt 
sent Me, and to finish His work." — John iv. 34. 

"Then answered Jesus and said unto them, "Verily, verily, I 
say unto you, The Son can do nothing of Himself, but what 
He seeth the Father do : for what things soever He doeth, 
these also doeth the Son likewise." — John v. 19. 

"For I came down from heaven, not to do Mine own will, but 
the will of Him that sent Me." — John vi. 38. 

T AM instructed that the obedience of the Son was 
partly the obedience of mankind in Him on our 
behalf, and partly that subordination in the Eternal 
Trinity, which consists with perfect equality. The 
Father alone is neither begotten, nor proceedeth. 
This obedience implies no inferiority, where all Three 
Persons are coeternal together, and coequal, the God- 
head one, the Glory equal, the Majesty coeternal. 
" Non alia Pater, alia Filius facit, sed eadem opera 
sunt Patris et Filii. . . . Ne forte eadem, sed dis- 
similiter, eadem inquit et similiter (o(i.ot<ji«i^ ^. \Owcl 
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V. 19). . . . Audit Filius et videt Filius, et ipsa visio 
et auditio Filius : et hoc est illi audire quod esse, et 
hoc est illi videre quod esse." The will of the Father 
and the Son are one, Their action one, in the unity of 
Their Nature.* This entire oneness of will with the 
will of my God, although I cannot attain unto it, is, 
notwithstanding, like God's perfection, my pattern and 
example. I should entirely obey and fulfil God's 
commandments, and this obedience should be that of 
my will, that of entire submission, conformity to the 
wisdom of Go.d, howsoever He expresses it to me. 

There is a will to be done, and a will to be suffered ; 
and Thou, Blessed Jesus, art my pattern in both. 
" I do always such things as please Him." " O my 
Father, if this cup may not pass away from Me, except 
I drink it. Thy will be done." 

Be my first care to obey ; not to have a will of my 

^ S. Augustine, from whom the above words are quoted, 
argues out this at length in Johannis Evang, cap. v. Tract 
xviii. He wrests the passage out of the hands of the Arians ; 
showing how utterly untenable is the earthly idea of the Son 
imitating the Father ; how it breaks down, not only as every 
earthly conception of the Godhead must do, but as being in- 
consistent with Scripture. On the danger of viewing such 
passages as that discussed, through an earthly medium, he says, 
"Jam quomodo faciat Deus quis novit? Non dico quomodo 
fecerit mundum, sed quomodo fecerit oculum tuum, cui cama- 
liter inhaerens visibilia invisibilibus comparas. Talia enim de 
Deo cogitas, qualia hie oculis videre consuesti. Si autem istis 
oculis videri posset Deus, non diceret, Beati mundo corde, quia 
ipsi Deum videbunt. Ergo habes oculum corporis ad videndum 
fabrum, sed nondum habes oculum cordis ad videndum Deum : 
ideo quod soles videre in fabro, transferre vis ad Deum. Pone 
in terra terrena, sursum cor." § 6. 
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own, as if I' were wiser than God : not to sacrifice 
with Saul, nor to touch the ark with Uzza, nor to 
spare God's foes with Ahab. Neither let me neglect 
to do God's will, as the Pharisees neglected the 
weightier matters, whilst they acted beyond His will 
in washing of cups, and tithing of herbs. Let no 
fiery self-bom zeal prompt me, like Saul, to slay the 
Gibeonites, whom God would not have slain; no 
worldly interest nor policy lead me to spare the 
Amalekites, whom He would not have spared. 

Are not warnings on warnings recorded against 
wisdom in our own eyes ? Alas ! how many schisms 
and heresies owe their beginnings to disobedience. 
Men thought to act wisely, when they acted unlaw- 
fully ; and now the wretched result proves their folly 
as well as their sin. May nothing ever induce me to 
sacrifice God's laws, or any portion of the Catholic 
Faith to my fears, or to a fond hope of some benefit, 
when blessings come only from Him. May I so love 
Him with all my heart, mind, soul, and strength, that 
I may love His entire will, each and all of His holy 
commandments ; and that thus my every power may 
be in harmony with His wisdom, my reason assenting 
to, and my affections desiring whatever He bids. 

This loving obedience will enable me to suffer 
God's will as well as to do it It does not seem to 
be His purpose to make men good in spite of them- 
selves, but by their consent. ^ I shall have fulfilled 
then His will, when I have done what I can to spread 

• Builefs Analogy, part i. chap, iu p. 41 j chap. v. p. 125. 
Oxford, 1836. 
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His Truth and His Righteousness with however little 
success. 

Great as his work was, innumerable as his converts, 
S. Paul seems to console himself at the last with his 
faithfulness, not with the effects of it^ It may be 
Thy will, O my God, yea, it seems to be, to show me 
my nothingness, my uselessness, by continual failure ; 
but Thy will be done. Only let me obey, and the 
rest I would not keep in my hands. I would not take 
myself out of Thy hands, no not for a moment Thou 
knowest, Thou wiliest, the best : let then Thy will be 
accomplished by me and in me ; and let me never fly 
from Thee, nor shipwreck my soul by seeking to 
escape from the task which Thou wouldst lay on me. ^ 

"Domine, dummodo voluntas mea recta et firma 
ad te permaneat, fac de me, quidquid Tibi placuerit 

"Non enim potest nisi bonum, quidquid de me 
feceris. 

" Si me vis esse in tenebris, sis benedictus : et si 
me vis esse in luce, sis iterum benedictus. Si me 
dignaris consolari, sis benedictus: et si me vis tri- 
bulari, sis aeque semper benedictus."® 

O Blessed, Blessed Jesus, how can one who has 
seen Thee at Gethsemane in the mirror of Thy 
Gospel, and who hopes to behold Thee in the glory 
to which it conducted, prefer any way of his own to 
goodness and happiness? O how can I withhold my 
heart from Thee ? How can I have any will or pur- 
pose but Thine? In order that Thou mayest be 

7 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. » Jonah. 

• Im, Christ, lib. iii." cap. xvii. 
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mine, may I now be Thine! Take my judgment, 
affections, and will; bend them, purge them, and 
mould them to Thyself, that nothing may separate 
me from Thee. 



MEDITATION LXI. 
W^t ftttit of |)ttintItattoiu 

** Ye are they which have continued with Me in My temptations. 
And I appoint unto you a kingdom, as My Father hath 
appointed unto Me." — Luke xxii, 28, 29. 

" \A/HAT hill was this which Thou chosedst (for 
^ ^ the Ascension) but the Mount of Olives ? . . . 
On this very hill was the Bloody Sweat of Thine 
Agony ; now it is the Mount of Thy triumph ; from 
this Mount of Olives did flow that oil of galdness 
wherewith Thy Church is everlastingly refreshed: 
that God that uses to punish us in the same kind 
wherein we have offended, retributes also to us in the 
same kind and circumstances wherein we have been 
afflicted. To us also, O Saviour, even to us. Thy 
unworthy members, dost Thou seasonably vouchsafe 
to give a proportionate joy to our heaviness, laughter 
to our mourning, glory to contempt and shame ; our 
agonies shall be answered with exaltation. . . . Lo, 
those only were thought worthy to behold Thy Ma- 
jestical Ascent, who had been partners with Thee in 
Thy humiliation. Still Thou wilt have it thus with us, 
O Saviour, and we embrace the condition : if we will 
converse with Thee in Thy lowly estate here w^^^ 
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earth, wandering with Thee through contempt and 
manifold afflictions, we shall be made happy with the 
sight and communion of Thy Glory above." ^ 



MEDITATION LXII. 

W^t Ptatee of tf^e W&xtVn tjfte C^onliemnatioit of (Son. 

" Woe unto you, when all men shall speak well of you 1" 

Luke vi. 26. 

TF I am of the world, the world will love its own. 
•*• If having been chosen out of the world, I con- 
tinue to renounce it, and set myself against it, the 
world will therefore hate me.* The favour of the 
mass of men is only to be bought at the sacrifice of 
truth or holiness.^ If the world hated Christ because 
He told it the truth,* it must needs hate me also if I 
do the same. If it do not hate me, then woe to me 
as a false teacher. To concede to prevailing heresies,* 
vices, soft and popular sins ; not to protest ; to be no 
hindrance to men's doing and believing what they 

1 Bp. Hall's Contemplations, The Ascension. 

' John XV. 18, 19. 

8 «« « When all men,' &c. It being a sign the world is pleased 
with you and your doctrine and way of life at the expense of 
Christ and His Gospel." — Bp. Wilson, Notes on the Holy 
Scriptures. * John viii. 40. 

* S. Ambrose applies the text to the yielding to courtly in- 
fluence at the S)mod of Ariminum. "Nonne tibi videtur his 
dicere, qui dudum in Ariminensi Concilio perfidae praevarica- 
tionis auctores, dum Imperatoris gratiam sequuntur, Dei giadam 
perdiderunt ?'' He did not yield to an emperor. 
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will, if this be always popular; so must the contrary 
course be odious to the world. If men call on us to 
" prophesy smooth things," " peace when there is no 
peace," they must and will hate us when we cry aloud, 
" spare not," and " rebuke." 

Why should I dwell on this? It is clearer than 
the sun, and more certain than the earth on which I 
am standing. What I need is wisdom and grace. 

(i) Wisdom to know when the censure of men 
deserves my attention, and when it does not. Very 
careful indeed ought I to be, lest by any imprudence, 
or haste, or harshness I make the Gospel of Christ an 
offence ; nor ought I to look on the whole world as 
an enemy, and set my face sternly against it, rough 
and cold in spirit and manner ; but to be gentle and 
winning, unbending to the errors and sins of men, 
yet not to the erring; I must be "all things to all 
men" when I may; withstanding the highest "to the 
face," when I am required by duty. This wisdom I 
beseech of Thee, Who " givest to all men liberally," 
the " wisdom which cometh from above," " gentle and 
easy to be entreated," that I may estrange no one, 
nor add to the temptations of the weak, nor make 
myself a false martyr for want of charity or discretion ; 
and further I also entreat 

(2) Grace to set "my face as a flint," and not to 
"be " careful to answer" kings in a matter, when my 
course is clear ; not to heed reproaches, nor contempt, 
nor hatred, nor opposition, nor injury, nor loss, nor 
danger ; when Thou, my Rock, my Tower, my Shield, 
art at my side. May I give " none occsl'sa.oxv \a 'Cj^^ 

M 
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adversary to speak reproachfully," "provide things 
honest in the sight of all men ;" and then suspecting 
myself, if I am popular, and humbling myself before 
Thee; if unpopular, casting m3rself on Thee, and 
counting it a very small thing to be judged of men, 
when Thy judgment is yet to pass upon all, upon my 
foes and me equally.^ 

Let me stand upon Mount Ebal, and say, '^Woe 
unto Him through whom the offence cometh I Woe 
unto you when all men speak well of youl" and 
upon Mount Gerizim, saying, " Blessed are ye, when 
men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall 
say all manner of evil against you ^sely for my sake. 
Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for great is your 
reward in Heaven.'' 



MEDITATION LXIIL 

^zfLVA Eeiotciitjr* 

" In that hour Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and said, I thank Thee^ 
O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that Thou hast hid 
these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed 
them unto babes : even so, Father ; for so it seemed good in 
Thy sight"— Z«>l^ x, 21. 

TT is a rare thing to see Jesus rejoicing. "The 
•*• blessed Jesus had never but two da)rs of triumph 
in His life, the one was on His Transfiguration upon 
Mount Tabor, the other His riding into the Holy 
City. But that it may appear how little were His 

• I Cor. iv. 3-5. 
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joys and present outward complacencies, in the day ' 
of His Transfiguration Moses and Elias appeared to 
Him, telling Him what great things He was to suflfer, 
and in the day of His riding into Jerusalem, He wet 
the palms with a dew sweeter than the moistures upon 
Mount Hermon, or the drops of Manna. Trying to 
allay the little warmth of a springing joy, He let down 
a shower of tears, weeping over undone Jerusalem, on 
the day of His triumph, leaving it disputable whether 
He felt more joy or sorrow in the acts of His love." ^ 

Jesus does, however, rejoice in the wisdom of God, 
shown by hiding Himself from the proud, and by His 
mercy to the humble. 

I too, all unworthy, amidst many sorrows, enjoy 
many undeserved pleasures ; not only the sweet sense 
of His love, the peace and confidence of faith, and the 
joy of hope ; but refreshing consolations by the sight 
of His grace working in them that believe. 

Kind looks and grateful retiuns : signs of progress in 
some of my flock ; observation of the mystery of godli- 
ness revealed unto babes ; common worship ; common 
hopes, loves, and desires ; how sweet are these bless- 
ings! how refreshing ! inspiriting! strengthening! 

None but the priest can know the happiness of 
seeing the hard heart softened, the obdurate sinner 
changed. None but he can tell the comfort of seeing 
careless ones, long invited, long refusing, kneel at 
last, and with fervour receive the Food of life and 
the pardoning Blood The pleasure of beholding the 
happy guileless loving faces which greet us in the 

^ Jeremy Taylor's Life of Christy part Ui. ^ x^« 
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school-room : the exultation and lifting up of heart at 
Christmas, Easter, Ascension, Whitsuntide, when with 
our beloved we rejoice together; — these are peculiar 
joys for us, special favours, gleams of everlasting light 
Only may I, Blessed Jesus, always rejoice like Thee, 
rejoice before God ; give all the glory to Him ; and go 
on my way with greater alacrity, not counting the 
pilgrimage over, not resting in glimpses of Zion, but 
speeding onwards to Thee with Whom true lasting joy 
alone can be found ! 



MEDITATION LXIV. 

** I must work the works of Him that sent Me, while it is day : 
the night cometh, when no man can work." — John ix. 4. 

/^LD age hastens on, and will overtake me, if I live 
^-^ until it come ; age in which the eye is dull, and 
the limbs are slow; and the reason perhaps becomes 
less clear ; and then to it, or before it, hastens death. 
Now, I perform a portion of the service in church; 
another takes it up and finishes it ; but then another 
will succeed me entirely ; and I shall sing, and pray, 
and preach, and labour no more for ever. Now, I go 
before the corpse and it follows. Then, I shall be the 
corpse, and another will lead me out to the grave. 
Now, I stand and pray, and preach, and offer, where 
many priests have before me stood, and preached, and 
offered ; then, I shall have passed away, like those 
that are gone, and my place will know me no more. 



MED. LXV.] MEETING AGAIN, 165 

In that day my book will be closed; the work 
done, and the work left undone, will be registered for 
ever. If any souls might have been recalled, and I 
was silent; might have been instructed, and I neglected 
them; might have been saved by holy counsel from 
perils to come, and I did not give it; then the night 
will have come upon me in which no man can work, 
however much I may too late desire to do so. 

Oh my lost hours, which have run up into lost 
days, and weeks, and months, and years, how shall I 
bear the thought of you th^n ? Oh my neglects, my 
mistakes, my infirmities, my sins ministerial, let me 
face you now, and not then ! Oh these precious days 
remaining, precious hours, precious priceless minutes, 
give me the grace. Blessed Jesus, to use them before 
Thou takest them from me. Thou unwearied Shepherd, 
Thou whose life was one work, and is now rest and 
glory eternal I 

MEDITATION LXV. 

** Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given Me, be 
with Me where I am." — John xvii. 24. 

'T^HE meeting of long-parted friends on earth is 
"^ happy beyond words; still more will be that of 
those who, having been separated by death, are re- 
united for ever by Resurrection. But what shall be 
the reunion of a shepherd and his flock, of a spiritual 
father and his children ? What shall it b^ Xo ^^^ ^^ 
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wasted body of the sufferer made as beautiful as His 
soul, when Christ the Resurrection and the Life 
appears, the Renewer of both? What shall it be to 
see the soul, once black with sin, who poured her 
guilty secrets into the ear of a spiritual father in con- 
fession, absolved in Heaven as on earth, and whiter 
than the snow? What unspeakable rapture will it 
not be to behold Christ's little ones, ready to sing the 
hymns above which they practised here below, and to 
satisfy that desire of learning \diich was here im- 
planted or cherished, and in Heaven shall find eternal 
occupation in an ever-increasing knowledge of the 
wisdom and goodness of a Heavenly Father? What 
words can tell the rest of spirit, and calm delight of 
beholding those for whom we toiled, and watched, 
and sorrowed, and were worn with anxiety, for ever 
safe, for ever in Heaven ? 

Forgive me. Blessed Jesus, if I err through desire 
of this bliss, speaking as though it would surely be 
mine. Forgive me if I err in using Thy words as 
mine ; for I vehemently desire, whilst I thus meditate. 
Oh that. I always thus desired, and therefore that 
these thoughts were not unreal, beyond me, and unde- 
served. Yet now, whilst thinking of Thy words, and 
of that bliss, I pray that my happiness may not be 
without that of those whom Thou hast given me here 
for a time, that they may be mine as brethren for ever 
and ever. Neither, I beseech Thee, let their bliss be 
without mine. I pray that they whom Thou hast 
given me be with me in Heaven. Let them be part 
of my joy, my crown of rejoicing in Thy Presence at 
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Thy coming;® let them rejoice with me. Let us 
again together sing; together contemplate Thy love 
and goodness; together feed not upon Sacraments, 
but upon Thee without a sacrament to veil Thee. 
Let us be fellow-learners, fellow-worshippers, fellow- 
servants, fellow-saints, fellow-citizens, brethren in our 
Father's home. 

I know that this can only be through the merits of 
Thy Intercession. I know that, as God is only our 
Father^ because He is Thy Father, and our God as 
Thine,' so my office, my intercession, and this my 
last request have no virtue nor power but as they are 
like unto Thine, and included in Thine. But this is 
tdlj very hope and my confidence. Thou wilt not 
suffer him who prays in Thy words, with faith in Thy 
merits, to depart unheard and unhelped. Surely Thou 
wilt hear me, and my Father will hear me : yea, the 
Father will hear me for Thy sake;^ and thus I may 
hope, that both shepherd and sheep shall come to 

* I Thess. iL 19. 

•John XX. 17. "Non ait, Patrem nostrum: aliter ergo 
meum, aliter vestrum ; naturd meum, gratid vestrum. £t Deum 
meum, et Deum vestrum. Neque hie dixit Deum nostrum; 
ergo et hie aliter meum, aliter vestrum ; Deum meum sub quo 
et ego homo sum, Deum vestrum inter quos et ipsum mediator 
sum." — S. Aug. In Johan, Ev, Tract, cxxi. § 3. Thus Bp. 
Andrewes. Before the Incarnation "His (Father) was His, 
and ours was ours, and His jEIis own, and ours to ourselves, and 
there an end. No relation either to other, no interest either in 
other. But now Meum is made vestrum, and vestrum Meum. 
His ours, and ours His, interchangeably. . . . That His Father 
may be our Father, no remedy but our God must first be His 
God." — Serm. xvi. of the Resurrection, * John xvi. 26^ 2i« 
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the Heavenly Pastures; to drink of the waters of 
comfort; and to be numbered with those whose 
names Thou, O Lord, knowest, and who then shall 
know Thee as Thou knowest them.' 



MEDITATION LXVI. 
W^t fietoarH* 

" In my F'ather's house are many mansions : if it were not so^ 
I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for jroo. 
And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, 
and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there ye may 
be also. ... Ye have heard how I said unto you, I go away, 
and come again unto you. If ye loved me, ye would rejoice, 
because I said, I go unto the Father : for My Father is 
greater than I." — John xiv. 2, 3, 28. 

" And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the 
world, and I come to Thee." — John xvil n. 

" A CROWN of glory that fadeth not away ;" " a 
"^^^ crown of righteousness ;" to " shine as the 
brightness of the firmament, and as the stars for ever 
and ever;'* to be "ruler over all that Christ hath;"* 
these are the rewards held out to faithful pastors. 
But Thou, my God, Thou art my exceeding great 
reward. I desire to rejoice with the joy of Thy dis- 
ciples, when they saw Thee after Thy Resiurectfon, 
"Then were the disciples glad when they saw the 
Lord." Thee I desire, or would desire. Heaven 

' The Author did not venture to write thus except on his 
knees. 
8 I Peter v. 4 ; 2 Tim. iv. 8 ; Dan. xii. 3 j Luke xil 44. 
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• 

were not Heaven without Thee. Thou makest 
Heaven, Thou art Heaven. God is the Eternal 
sun, and all created beings do but attend Him theu: 
glorious Centre, the Father of lights. 

Oh how little shall I think, if by an unspeakable 
mercy I obtain a share in that unmerited bUss ; how 
little shall I think of the toils, anxieties, and disap- 
pointments which now distress me; when Jesus has 
taken His ministers apart to rest themselves, not for 
a while, but for ever, in Himself, their true, their 
eternal Rest If there could be sorrow there, it 
would be that I had ever cared for these transient 
griefs, or had been led aside, or delayed by earthly 
comforts, pleasures, or gains. These things let me 
weep now, that I may attain that state where weeping 
must cease. These let me weep, whilst sorrow avails ; 
that I may reach the life where sorrow is not. 

Oh that I might, in spite of all, in spite of what I 
have been, and still am, in spite of all, be admitted 
to see those Martyrs whose memories I now celebrate ; 
those Prophets and Apostles whose words I now read ; 
and who shine forth as stars upon this dark night of 
ours. Oh that I may behold the Sun, when He 
ariseth in His Strength for ever ; not, as the wicked, 
to be consumed by His brightness, but as the right- 
eous, to be illumined and glorified by His light I 
say not. What shall I then need ? But, How shall I 
suffice to receive the bliss of Heaven? How shall 
the finite aim at containing the Infinite ? But in that 
day, for ever day, mortality will be swallowed up of 
life ; and God will contain those who cannot coY^fcaka. 
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Him, and will enlarge their love for ever and ever to 
enjoy Him more and more fully. 

I know that these hopes suit others rather than 
myself. I am thinking of others whilst I write, not 
of my wretched self: yet, thanks to God, that there 
are those in whom they shall be fulfilled. May they 
remember me — most unworthy — ^in their prayers. 

"In Te uno Domino mea firma adhsesio, atque 
finis mei felix consummatio ; et precor Te ut ad ilium 
convivium coelestis glorise me miserum et indignum 
peccatorem perducere digneris; ubi Tu, Christe, es 
Lux Vera, Satietas plena, Jucunditas perfecta, con- 
summata Felicitas, et Sanctis Tuis gaudium sempi- 
temum, Qui cum Patre et Spiritu Sancto vivis et 
regnas in ssecula sseculorum.'' Amen. — MissaU Ebar, 
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FURTHER PRAYERS 

SUITABLE TO THE CLERGY, 

/^ RANT to me, I beseech Thee, O Almighty and 
^^ Merciful God, ardently to desire, prudently to 
search out, truthfully to acknowledge, and perfectly 
to fulfil whatever is pleasing to Thee. 

Order my condition to the praise and glory of that 
Name; and what Thou requirest me to do, grant 
that I may know, be able, and will ; and grant me 
grace to do it as I ought, and as may further my 
salvation. 

Let my way to Thee be, I beseech Thee, safe, 
right, onward, and perfect; not faltering either in 
prosperity or adversity, not lifted up by prosperity 
nor depressed by adversity. In prosperity may I give 
Thee thanks, in adversity preserve patience. Let me 
not rejoice or grieve at any thing, save as it leadeth 
to Thee, or from Thee. May I seek to please no one, 
and fear to displease no one, save Thee. 

Grant that I may do all things in charity; and 
whatsoever appertaineth not to Thy service, to count 
as dead. Grant that I may not perform my actions 
out of custom, but refer them to Thee with devotion. 

May all passing things be valueless in m^ ^v^}:^^^<^x 
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the sake of Thee ; and all that is Thine precious to 
me, and Thou, my God, more than alL May all 
labour which is for Thee, be sweet to me, and all rest 
wearisome which is not in Thee. 

Grant unto me, O most sweet Lord, frequently and 
fervently to lift up my heart unto Thee, and wherein- 
soever I fail, to make amends by sorrow, with full 
purpose of correcting it 

O my God, make me humble without feignedness, 
cheerful without relaxedness, grave without dejection, 
sober-minded without heaviness, active without light- 
ness, truthful without double-mindedness, fearful with^ 
out despair, hopeful in Thee without presumption^ 
chaste without any taint, reprove my neighbour with- 
out displeasure, and build him up by word and ex- 
ample without elation, be obedient without gainsaying, 
patient without murmuring. 

Give me, O most sweet Jesus, an ever-watchful 
heart, which no restless imagination may ever lead 
away from Thee ; stedfast, which no unworthy aflfecr 
tion may draw down from Thee ; dauntless, which no 
tribulation may tire out; free, which no vehement 
pleasure may make its own ; upright, which no sinister 
intention may turn aside. 

Vouchsafe to me, O my most sweet God, an im- 
derstanding to know Thee, diligence to seek Thee, 
wisdom to find Thee, a conversation well-pleasing 
unto Thee, perseverance sweetly and trustfully await- 
ing Thee, trustfulness which shall blessedly embrace 
Thee; grant me to be nailed to Thy pains through 
jjenitence; to use Thy blessings on the way through 
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grace, and at length, in our heavenly home, to enter 
into Thy joys with glory, Who with the Father, &c.^ 

/^ LORD Jesu Christ, Who didst come as a Teacher 
^^ from God, and Who when on earth, and visibly 
conversing with men, didst teach us the way of God 
in truth, and Who ceasest not at this day also still to 
teach us, by the writings of the Holy Apostles and 
Evangelists, and by the voice and authority of Thy 
Church; give us, we beseech Thee, understanding 
and grace, whereby we may perfectly receive all that 
Thou hast revealed, because Thou has revealed it. 
Who art the Truth Itself, and canst neither deceive 
nor be deceived. Kindle our affections with longing 
desire for Thy Heavenly Wisdom. Teach us to obey 
and to do Thy will, that the faith which we profess 
with our lips may be likewise confessed and pro- 
claimed by our lives and conduct, to the salvation of 
many souls and toThy glory ; Who livest and reignest 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, ever One God, 
world without end. Amen. 

r\ MERCIFUL Saviour, Who didst die upon the 
^^ Cross that by Thy death we sinners might over- 
come death ; grant to Thy ministers such diligence in 
tending and comforting the sick and dying, that an 
abundant entrance to Thy Kingdom may be assured 
to many Souls through Thy own infinite merits ; 
Who with the Father and the Holy Ghost, livest and 
reignest. One God, world without end. Amen. 

^ S. Thomas Aquinas, Paradise for the Christian Souly part lv« 
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r\ ALMIGHTY Jesu, Lord of Heaven, Who in 
^-^ Thy condescension hast taken upon Thyself our 
flesh, and hast made men and not Angels the Priests 
of Thy Gospel ; take pity, we pray Thee, upon the 
weakness of Thy sinful servants, that in Thy strength 
and by the perpetual assistance and guidance of Thy 
Holy Spirit, we may all render to Thee in This our 
vocation a true and laudable service; Who with the 
Father and the Holy Ghost, livest and reignest, ever 
One God, world without end. Amen. 

Praper for 4e iTlodt* 

O EEING that I have no confidence in any thing 
^^ but Thy mercy, do Thou endue my mouth with 
power to proclaim Thy truth, and sanctify my work 
with more abundant richness of grace, that Thou 
mayest both save my unworthy self, and sanctify in 
Thy loving-kindness the flock committed to me. 
Whatever is corrupt in them do Thou make sound, 
whatever is vicious in me do Thou cure; whatever 
sins they have contracted through my guilty luke- 
warmness or carelessness do Thou mercifully forgiva 
If in any thing they have fallen into sin, whether 
with or without my knowledge, or have fallen by the 
stumbling-block of my example, rescue them from 
tlieir fall by the hand of Thy mercy, arid render not 
to my unhappy self the punishment which such a 
fault deserves. But let the rebukes which I have 
administered in censure of others conduce to their 
salvation, and let the pleading of this prayer recall 
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them from the error they have committed, that they 
may not endure the torments of hell : so that Thou 
mayest vouchsafe pardon to their iniquities, and wash 
away the offence of which I have become guilty by 
my own unfitness to bear rule. Incline Thine ear, O 
Lord, to our sacrifices, and unto me, and those who 
are committed to me, in Thy books; whereby, to- 
gether with the flock entrusted to me, I may both be 
cleansed fi'om all sin, and be enabled to attain to 
Thee in peace.* 

3L General Pntper* 

/^^IVE me, O Lord, purity of lips, a clean and 
^^ innocent heart, and rectitude of action. Give 
me humility, patience, abstinence, chastity, prudence, 
fortitude, temperance. Give me the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and strength, 
the spirit of knowledge and godliness, and of Thy 
fear. Make me ever to seek Thy Face with all my 
hearty all my soul, all my mind ; grant me to have a 
contrite and humble heart in Thy presence — to prefer 
nothing to Thy love. Most High, Eternal, and In- 
eflable Wisdom, drive away from me the darkness of 
blindness and ignorance! Most High and Eternal 
Fortitude, assist me ! Most High and Incomprehen- 
sible Light, illuminate me 1 Most High and Infinite 
Mercy, have mercy on me 1 * 

• From the Missal, published by Illyricus ; Ancient Collects^ 
by W. Bright, Regius Professor of Ecclesiastical History, and 
Canon of Christ Church, etc. 

* Gallican, temp. Charlemagne. Ibid. 
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Celebratuin of t{ie |)oIp (Cttcj^ad^n 

/^ GOD, the Fountain of goodness, and Source of 
^^ kindness. Who dost not straightway condemn 
the sinner, but compassionately waitest for his repent- 
ance, I beseech Thee to wipe away the fouhiess of 
my offences, and make me meet to perform the office 
laid upon me ; and that I, who have unworthily un- 
dertaken, and tremblingly execute, the ministration of 
Thine Altar, may be rendered strong to perform it, 
and be found justified among those who have pleased 
Thee ; through Jesus Christ our Lord.* 

JPreacMitff* 

A LMIGHTY and Everlasting God, the Source and 
'^^ Perfection of all virtues, grant us, we beseech 
Thee, both to do what is right, and to preach what is 
true ; that both by action and teaching we may afford 
to Thy faithful people the instruction of Thy grace ; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.* 

Preparing for Confirmation* 

r\ BLESSED Saviour, Who hast bidden us take 
^^ heed that we despise not one of Thy little ones 
who belive in Thee : enable us and all Thy Ministers, 
we pray Thee, diligently to prepare Thy regenerate 
children for the due receiving of the grace of Con- 

* Gregorian. ILid^ ■ Leonins. Ibid. 
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finnation, that they being taught the trae Faith, and 
being preserved from the defilements of sin, may be 
kept in the living Unity of the Church to bless and 
praise Thee, their Redeemer, to all eternity; Who 
with the Father and the Holy Ghost livest and 
reignest. One God, world without end. Amen. 

r\ MERCIFUL Saviour, Who hast encouraged all 
^^ that are weary and heavy laden to come unto 
Thee, that Thou mayest give them rest ; grant to all 
the Priests of Thy Church, we pray Thee, such love 
and wisdom in Thy service that they may guide many 
penitent sinners to Thee for pardon, and may by 
ghostly counsel and advice quiet the scruples and 
doubtfulness of tender consciences, to Thy praise and 
glory ; Who livest and reignest with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, ever One God, world without end. 
Amen. 

TTEAR us. Holy Lord, Father Almighty, Ever- 
-'' -*• lasting God, and join the grace of Thine own 
visitation to our humble services ; that Thou mayest 
make Thyself a mansion in the hearts of those whose 
dwelling we approach; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.« 
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